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English summary 


The objectives of the present report are two-fold: firstly, to appraise the alleged militancy 
 associated with the Red Mosque, by examining the history of the mosque and its leading 


luminaries, and the possible links between the mosque and terrorist organisations.  Subsequently, 
 acts of terrorism to have taken place in Pakistan in the latter half of 2007 are delineated and 
 analysed with a view to explain whether they represent direct responses to the military operation 
 against Lal Masjid in July 2007. For this purpose, news items and journal articles were reviewed 
 and pitted against inculpatory information found on the Lal Masjid and Jamia Hafsa websites, as 
 well as relevant jihadi audios and videos released in the tumultuous aftermath of the Lal Masjid 
 incident. A few Pakistani analysts and journals were also interviewed via phone to further 
 illuminate the linkages between the Lal Masjid episode and subsequent acts of terrorism in 
 Pakistan. Finally, in light of all this, an attempt is made to determine where – if at all – Lal Masjid 
 lies on the “militancy scale”, i.e. whether the institution itself can be seen as “militant”.  


The second part of this report revolves around the phenomenon of Talibanization which is 
 defined here as the spread of Taliban activities – including both acts of terrorism (against 
 Pakistani security personnel and politicians considered to be perfidious puppets of the West), as 
 well as efforts to establish a parallel form for governance based on retrograde Islamic principles. 


An attempt is made to explain what the Pakistani Taliban is and the spreading and strengthening 
 of its influence across Pakistan in the backdrop of Operation Silence on the Red Mosque in July 
 2007.    


It shall be argued that, insofar as the Lal Masjid is concerned, although its clerics and students 
 have openly expressed support for the Taliban and al-Qaeda, as well as Pakistani sectarian 
 groups, there seems to be scant evidence of Lal Masjid – its administrators or students – being 
 involved in actual acts of terrorism. However, it is likely that the operation against Lal Masjid 
 figured highly in turning the tide of terrorism in Pakistan as we see an increase in suicide 
 bombings since the military raid against the mosque and its seminaries. In the aftermath of the 
 operation, Pakistan witnessed a rapid surge in violent extremism; the incident was presumably 
 used by various jihadi groups as a rallying point from where to attract more attention and support. 


Once Operation Silence on the Red Mosque was “broken,” Pak-Taliban appears to have emerged 
 as a ferocious force to be reckoned with in Pakistan. 


As an appendix to this report is a timeline covering the period July – December 2007 of attacks 
 against Pakistani personnel and politicians after the Lal Masjid operation in July 2007. 
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Sammendrag 


Denne rapporten tar for seg to spørsmål: for det første søker den å analysere i hvilken grad 
 institusjonen Lal Masjid (Den røde moské) kan si å ha hatt tilknytning til militante miljøer. Dette 
 gjøres ved å se på moskéens historie, ledende personligheter forbundet med den, og hvilke 
 forbindelser en har sett mellom moskéen og militante bevegelser. Videre, tar rapporten for seg de 
 terroristaksjoner som har funnet sted i Pakistan siste halvår av 2007 og vurderer hvorvidt disse 
 kan ses på som et resultat av det pakistanske militærets håndtering av hendelsen i Islamabad i juli 
 2007. Kildematerialet inkluderer nyhetsoppslag, diverse artikler, samt oppslag internettsidene til 
 Lal Masjid og søster-institusjonen Jamia Hafsa. En rekke Jihad-filmer og lydklipp publisert i 
 etterkant av hendelsen er også brukt for å kaste lys over saken. 


Det andre spørsmålet rapporten tar for seg er fenomenet ”Talibanisering”. I denne rapporten 
 defineres dette som spredningen og omfanget av Taliban-aktiviteter, både i form av 


terroristaksjoner – inkludert angrep mot pakistansk sikkerhetspersonell og politikere sett på som å 
 være for vest-vennlige, og med tanke på de forsøk vi har sett på å etablere lokale former for 
 Taliban-inspirerte former for å opprettholde lov og orden. Rapporten forsøker således å forklare 
 hva det pakistanske Taliban er og dets spredning og styrke i etterkant av Lal Masjid hendelsen. 


Rapporten argumenterer for at selv om Lal Masjids lærere og elever eksplisitt har uttrykt støtte til 
 Taliban og al Qaida, i tillegg til andre sekteriske grupper basert i Pakistan, er det få bevis på at 
 Lal Masjid – hverken de ansatte eller elevene – har vært involvert i terroristaksjoner. Vi ser 
 derimot at Lal Masjid hendelsen og all oppmerksomheten rundt denne har bidratt til en økning av 
 selvmordsangrep. Pakistan så en sterk økning av voldelige aksjoner i etterkant av hendelsen, og 
 selve forløpet ble hyppig brukt i propaganda og informasjonsvirksomhet av ulike Jihad-


grupperinger for å oppnå mer oppmerksomhet og støtte. Det er også i det lys vi kan se 
 opprettelsen av Det pakistanske Taliban. 


Som et vedlegg til denne rapporten har vi samlet en oversikt over angrep utført mot pakistansk 
 sikkerhetspersonell og politikere i perioden juli – desember 2007. 
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1  Introduction 


 


On 2 July 2007 the Pakistani government reinforced Rangers force deployed near the Lal Masjid, 
 or Red Mosque in Islamabad, with another two wings, each with 500 personnel, thus totalling the 
 number of Rangers to 1,500, plus a 500 police commando. These security personnel were 


installed to surround the Lal Masjid complex and monitor the activities of the Lal Masjid and its 
 adjoining madrassas (or religious seminaries), Jamia Hafsa and Jamia Farida. Till then the 
 government had declared that it had no intention of raiding the Lal Masjid but “the forces 
 deployed near the mosque will take stern action against Lal Masjid students if they take law in 
 their own hands or attack any massage centre or CDs shop.”1  


However, trouble erupted the next day on 3 July when several Lal Masjid students got into a 
 scuffle with paramilitary soldiers at a close-by checkpoint. This unleashed a fierce clash between 
 the students, who were said to be armed, and the security troops. Using the mosque's 


loudspeakers to order suicide bombers to get into position, a man belonging to the Red Mosque 
 announced: “They have attacked our mosque; the time for sacrifice has come”.2 Lal Masjid 
 students started to patrol the mosque area, carrying guns and Molotov cocktails. They set fire to 
 two adjacent buildings – belonging to the Ministry of Environment and Capital Development 
 Authority (CDA), all the while chanting “Taliban, long live Taliban.” The day long shootout 
 between the seminary students and security force personnel left at least 10 dead and 150 injured.3
 The next day, the chief cleric of Lal Masjid, Maulana Abdul Aziz, was arrested while trying to 
 escape clad in a burqa. In the meantime, his brother, deputy cleric of the mosque, Maulana Abdul 
 Rashid Ghazi4, took over the command of the complex. Around 1,200 Lal Masjid students (800 
 male students and 400 female students of Jamia Hafsa) reportedly surrendered to the authorities, 
 and those remaining in the mosque barricaded themselves along with Abdul Rashid and took up 
 positions with their arms.5 Some of the captured students confessed their affiliation with the 
 banned Jamat-ud-Daawa (JD).  Security agencies also claimed that they had the body of one of 
 the Lal Masjid militants: identified as a close relative of Maulana Masood Azhar, head of the 
 banned militant group Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM), he was allegedly associated with the 


1 Syed Irfan Raza & Munawar Azeem, “Reinforcement around Lal Masjid”, 3 July 2007, Dawn, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/07/03/top6.htm accessed 12 August 2007 


2 “Shooting at Islamabad’s Lal Masjid; 10 including one soldier killed”, 3 July 2007, Dawn, 
 http://dawn.com/2007/07/03/welcome.htm accessed 12 August 2007 


3 Syed Irfan Raza & Munawar Azeem, “Fierce gun battles rock capital”, 4 July 2007, Dawn, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/07/04/top1.htm accessed 1 August 2007 


4 The Maulana was wanted in 25 criminal and terrorism cases, including plotting terrorist attacks, 
 kidnapping of police officials and Chinese citizens and snatching of state property.   


5 “Pakistan cleric offers surrender,” 5 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6274518.stm, accessed 10 July 2007 
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publication wing of JeM. However, no foreign extremists, expected to be holed up in the 
 madrassa complex (and the chief reason behind the raid against Lal Masjid), were recovered.6
 The following days saw more attacks between the Pakistani military and Lal Masjid militants. 


Gunfire was exchanged throughout the day on 5 July and Interior Minister Aftab Sherpao 
 announced at a press conference that 50-60 militants were still expected inside the mosque 
 complex.7  The siege continued on 6 July and Interior Secretary Kamal Shah disclosed that so far 
 1,221 people, including 795 men and 426 women, had surrendered and 19 had died in clashes 
 between the Lal Masjid students and security forces (SFs).8 The same day President Musharraf 
 had left for the flood-affected areas of Balochistan province; while his plane took off from 
 Islamabad airport, militants – whose association with Lal Masjid is unknown – fired guns at the 
 President’s plane from the roof of a nearby house.9 Meanwhile the holed up cleric of Lal Masjid, 
 Maulana Abdul Rashid, told the private TV channel, Geo, that he and his associates were ready 
 for martyrdom. Said the Maulana:  


"We have decided that we may be martyred, but we will not surrender… We are sacrificing our 
 lives for the supremacy of our religion and for the enforcement of Islamic laws. We have no 
 regrets and we will embrace martyrdom."10


President Musharraf finally issued an ultimatum, warning the “militants” inside the Red Mosque 
 to surrender or be killed,11 and on 7 July the Pakistani army replaced the paramilitary troops 
 deployed at the site of the mosque and began raiding the outer perimeters of the compound.12  
 During these days several attempts at reaching a negotiation between the besieged Lal Masjid 
 administration and the government authorities were made, but without a positive outcome. 


Unsuccessful rounds of talks took place, including delegations politicians and clerics, chiefly 
 belonging to Muttahida-Majlis-e-Amal13 or MMA who visited a besieged Lal Masjid to cut a deal 
 with Rashid Ghazi.14 On 9 July the government even agreed that Maulana Fazlur Rehman Khalil, 


6 Most eminent of these foreign extremists, being harboured by the Lal MAsjid, was Abu Zar – however no 
 proof of his presence was given; Aaj TV’s “Live with Talat Hussain;” 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kRwZfaEF8Y, website accessed 10 August 2007 


7 “Pakistan cleric offers surrender,” 5 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6274518.stm, accessed 10 July 2007 


8 “Ghazi, militants vow to fight to bitter end,” 6 July 2007, The Indonesian Embassy, Islamabad website, 
 server.kbri-islamabad.go.id/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1027&Itemid=43, accessed 2 
 August 2007 


9 “Fresh fighting at Pakistan mosque,” 6 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6278074.stm, accessed 15 August 2007 


10 “Mosque leader vows fight to death,” 7 July 2007, ABC News website, 


http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/07/07/1972467.htm, accessed 14 September 2007 


11 “Pakistani Colonel killed in clash,” 8 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6281404.stm, accessed 10 July 2007 


12 “Pakistan mosque clashes intensify,” 8 July 2007, Al-Jazeera English website, 


http://english.aljazeera.net/news/asia/2007/07/2008525133119372933.html, accessed 10 July 2007 


13 Muttahida-Majlis-e-Amal is a 6 party coalition between religious political parties in Pakistan; it 
 comprises of Jamaat-Ulema-Islami, Maulana Fazlur Rehman faction (JUI-F), Jamaat-Ulema-Islami, 
 Maulana Sami ul Haq faction (JUI-S), Jammat-e-Islami (JI), Jamaat Ulema-e-Pakistan (JUP), Tehrik-e-
 Islami, and Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith. 


14 In a phone interview with a newscaster from the Pakistani station ARY One World, Abdul Rashid stated 
 that the Ulema were forbidden from carrying out negotiations with Abdul Rashid at the behest of the 
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 a leader of the banned group Harakat-ul-Mujahideen (HuM) visit Lal Masjid to find a solution to 
 the standoff that had entered the seventh day – however this attempt was also met with futility. 


Most reports indicate that Maulana Ghazi was willing to surrender provided his conditions were 
 met, but General Musharraf had rejected the terms.15  


Fierce storming of the Red Mosque by the Pakistan Army commandos on 10 July resulted in the 
 death of deputy cleric Maulana Abdul Rashid. Up till his demise, the media-savvy Maulana held a 
 number of brief interviews with local and international reporters, including Al-Jazeera, allowing 
 for a detailed coverage of the events from his perspective.16  


By the time “Operation Silence” was “broken”, on 11 July 2007, the death toll had reached 106 – 
 however, this figure remains shrouded in controversy as many believe it to be a lot higher.17 The 
 same day al-Qaeda posted a new internet video calling for revenge against the Pakistani 


government’s assault on the Red Mosque. Al-Qaeda’s second in command, Aymen al-Zawahiri 
 said in the video: 


“This crime can only be washed by repentance or blood…”18  


1.1  Research Objectives 


The objectives of the present report are two-fold: firstly, to appraise the alleged militancy 
 associated with the Red Mosque, by examining the history of the mosque and its leading 


luminaries, and the possible links between the mosque and terrorist organisations.  Subsequently, 
 acts of terrorism to have taken place in Pakistan in the latter half of 2007 are delineated and 


government. He insisted that the government never had any intention of negotiating and had planned to 
 attack the mosque full-on from the outset; Lal Masjid Abdul Rashid Ghazi last message on ARY TV, 9 July 
 2007, You Tube video search, http://www.forumdl.com/izle.php?k=5EpN0QnJzm8&m=lal-masjid-abdul-
 rashid-ghazi-last-message-on-ary-tv, website accessed 10 August 2007 


15 According to government officials, Abdul Rashid had been granted a “safe passage” but in the last 
 minute the cleric demanded that safe passage be offered to foreign militants, too, who were said to be 
 harbouring inside the Red Mosque. PBS interview with Hassan Abbas and Samina Ahmed, 10 July 2007, 
 PBS website, http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/asia/july-dec07/pakistan_07-10.html accessed 12 August 
 2007 


However, speaking with news show hosts on Aaj TV, Maulana Abdul Rashid insisted that there were no 
 foreign militants inside the Lal Masjid compound and the government was merely using that allegation as 
 pretext to carry out the pre-planned “killing;” Lal Masjid Abdul Rashid Ghazi last demand, 9 July 2007, 
 You Tube video search, http://www.forumdl.com/izle.php?k=T0_j5uo33HU&m=lal-masjid-abdul-rasheed-
 ghazi-shaheed-last-demand, accessed 10 August 2007 


16 The Al-Jazeera English TV crew was the last to be inside the Red Mosque before the siege, and from 
 thereon provided day to day coverage of the attack on Lal Masjid. The lead reporter, Rageh Omaar, held 
 video interviews with Abdul Rashid days before the operation and continued to communicate with him (via 
 phone) during the siege; updated 26 July 2007, Witness, Al Jazeera website, 


http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/6325AEC8-9953-489E-8BD2-BA0C43CF4D8A.htm accessed 10 
 august 2007 


17 Abid Ullah Jan, “Lal Masjid: what really happened?”, 15 July 2007, The Independent Centre for 
 Strategic Studies and Analysis, http://icssa.org/article_detail_parse.php?a_id=1140&rel=1137 accessed 15 
 August 2007 


18 “The aggression against Lal Masjid,” Aymen al-Zawahiri’s audio message, downloaded from 
 http://www.w-n-n.net/showthread.php?t=30045, accessed 17 July 2007 
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analysed with a view to explain whether they represent direct responses to the military operation 
 against Lal Masjid in July 2007. For this purpose, news items and journal articles were reviewed 
 and pitted against inculpatory information found on the Lal Masjid and Jamia Hafsa websites, as 
 well as relevant jihadi audios and videos released in the tumultuous aftermath of the Lal Masjid 
 incident. A few Pakistani analysts and journals were also interviewed via phone to further 
 illuminate the linkages between the Lal Masjid episode and subsequent acts of terrorism in 
 Pakistan. Finally, in light of all this, an attempt is made to determine where – if at all – Lal Masjid 
 lies on the “militancy scale.” Borrowing proxies from an empirical study conducted by Saleem 
 Ali19, who looked at the linkages between sectarian violence and religious seminaries in 


Pakistan, the Lal Mosque will be considered “militant” if the mosque should exhibit the following 
 features: 


1.  Visited by a leading militant leader whose documented speeches have clearly incited 
 violence towards other sects (and/or beliefs)  


2.  If the students or in-charge of Lal Masjid participated in jihadi procession or gatherings  
 3.  If madrassa administrators lobby for or provide leadership to jihadi issues  


4.  If madrassa managers or students were reportedly involved in militant crimes 


5.  “Cyber spotting” of websites belonging to jihadi organizations to see whether they have 
 related to Lal Masjid and how. 


Since Ali only looked at the role of madrassas in relation to sectarian violence, an additional 5th
 proxy was added by the author to broaden the scope of definition.20


Should the Red Mosque espouse a number of these characteristics, and is recorded to have shown 
 them at a frequent pace, it is said to lie at the high end of the “militancy scale.” On the other hand, 
 if it comes to light that the mosque only rarely displayed one or two of the features, it will be 
 positioned at the lower end of the said scale.  It is acknowledged that some of the proxies listed 
 here are more incriminating than others, and an effort will be made to measure the exact bearing 
 of each point in relation to the Lal Mosque and its seminaries.  


The second part of this report revolves around the phenomenon of Talibanization which is 
 defined here as the spread of Taliban activities – including both acts of terrorism (against 
 Pakistani security personnel and politicians considered to be perfidious puppets of the West), as 
 well as efforts to establish a parallel form for governance based on retrograde Islamic principles. 


An attempt is made to explain what the Pakistani Taliban is and the spreading and strengthening 
 of its influence across Pakistan in the backdrop of Operation Silence on the Red Mosque in July 
 2007.    


19 Saleem Ali’s book on the link between madrassas and militancy in Pakistan is currently under review by 
 Oxford University Press. References in this report are based on a manuscript of Ali’s book and a phone 
 interview with the professor, carried out on 3 September 2007. 


20 This 5th proxy has been added by the author as websites of certain militant organisations, for example 
 Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), showed more support for the Red Mosque via articles they published in their 
 monthly and weekly magazines. 
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I shall argue that, insofar as the Lal Masjid is concerned, although its clerics and students have 
 openly expressed support for the Taliban and al-Qaeda, as well as Pakistani sectarian groups, 
 there seems to be scant evidence of Lal Masjid – its administrators or students – being involved in 
 actual acts of terrorism. However, it is likely that the operation against Lal Masjid figured highly 
 in turning the tide of terrorism in Pakistan as we see an increase in suicide bombings since the 
 military raid against the mosque and its seminaries. In the aftermath of the operation, Pakistan 
 witnessed a rapid surge in violent extremism; the incident was presumably used by various jihadi 
 groups as a rallying point from where to attract more attention and support. Once Operation 
 Silence on the Red Mosque was “broken,” Pak-Taliban appears to have emerged as a ferocious 
 force to be reckoned with in Pakistan. 



2  Lal Masjid 


2.1  History 


The Red Mosque lies in the heart of the Pakistani capital city of Islamabad. Its administration 
 subscribes to the Deobandi school of thought, led by Maulana Abdul Aziz (chief cleric) and his 
 younger brother Maulana Abdul Rashid Ghazi (deputy cleric). The Lal Masjid boasts two 
 madrassas, one for boys (Jamia Farida), led by Abdul Aziz, and the other for girls (Jamia Hafsa) 
 led by his wife, Umme Hassaan.  As of April 2007, there were known to be approximately 7,000 
 pupils studying at both these madrassas, belonging mainly to the North West Frontier Province 
 (NWFP) and the Afghan-bordering tribal areas21 – authorities claimed that up to 70% of the 
 student body came from these regions.22   


Lal Masjid was constructed by the Capital Development Authority (CDA) and funded by the 
 Ministry of Finance in the 1960s. In 1966 Maulana Muhammad Abdullah was appointed its first 
 Imam (prayer leader) by the then President Ayub Khan. Years later, in 1981, the restructuring of 
 the mosque, worth Pakistani rupees 7.255 million, was conducted on the directive of the religious 
 President Zia ul Haq.  


Lal Masjid and its seminaries were generally appreciated for their philanthropic work, including 
 housing orphans and poor children, and providing them with education. However things started to 
 take a different turn during the 1980s when the mujahideen’s fight against Soviet invasion was at 
 its peak; Lal Masjid gradually came to serve as a major conduit for sending fighters to 


Afghanistan.23  


21 “Inside the Red Mosque”, updated 26 July 2007, Witness, Al Jazeera website, 


http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/6325AEC8-9953-489E-8BD2-BA0C43CF4D8A.htm accessed 10 
 august 2007; Iqbal Latif, “Jihadi Aunt,” 5 July 2007, Global Politician website, 


http://www.globalpolitician.com/23043-jihad, accessed 25 August 2007 


22 Umer Farooq, “The firebrand cleric and his ‘Lal Masjid’ polemics,” 13 April 2007, Des Pardes website, 
 http://www.despardes.com/articles/2007/20070413-lal-masjid-cleric.htm, accessed 5 September 2007 


23 Issac Kfir, “Analysis: the Red Mosque and the future of Pakistan,” 11 July 2007, Jerusalem Post website, 
 http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull&cid=1184168541679, 
 accessed 17 September 2007 
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Previously Maulana Abdullah had played a key role in mobilizing the masses in support of the 
 protest against Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in 1977, earning him President Zia ul Haq’s 
 gratitude, the general who had allegedly supervised the military-mullah alliance that helped him 
 to oust Bhutto and assume power for himself. This gratitude deepened when Abdullah again 
 proved pivotal; this time in churning large numbers of radical Muslims to fight the war in 
 Afghanistan in the 1980s. Maulana Abdullah was a firebrand orator; from his pulpit he would 
 preach the cause of jihad, and his sermons gained immense popularity among the military and 
 civilian bureaucracy.24 Zia rewarded him with land in a posh area in Islamabad (sector E-7) 
 where Jamia Farida was built. In 1988 the government allotted land to the Lal Masjid to establish 
 Jamia Hafsa (for girls). Its area was further expanded in 1994. In March 2001 the seminary 
 purportedly encroached on a plot adjacent to the mosque; this incident was followed by a 
 succession of numerous other enc


Over time, Maulana Abdullah, who subscribed to the strict Deobandi sect of Islam, came to be 
 heavily embroiled in sectarian politics; he supported anti-Shia militant organizations, like the 
 Sipah-e-Sihaba (SSP), and it was allegedly such involvement that eventually led to his 
 assassination inside the Red Mosque in 1998.25 


Maulana Abdullah’s assassination paved way for his two sons, Maulana Abdul Aziz and Maulana 
 Abdul Rashid, to take over the administration of the Red Mosque. Abdul Aziz became the chief 
 cleric of Lal Masjid and Abdul Rashid his deputy.  


2.2  Abdul Rashid  


A moment of transformation occurred for Abdul Rashid when his father was assassinated. Up till 
 then Abdul Rashid had expressed no interest in the radical issues governing the administration of 
 Lal Masjid. In 1966, when his father was appointed Imam of Lal Masjid, Abdul Rashid moved to 
 Islamabad from his birthplace of Basti Abdullah in the Balochistan province of Pakistan. Here 
 Abdul Rashid enrolled in the Federal Government School where he proved his academic acumen 
 by continually being in the top of his class.26 Despite his father’s insistence, Abdul Rashid 
 refused to enroll himself in Jamia Farida and instead pursued his education at the relatively 


“secular” Qaudi-e-Azam University in Islamabad. He completed his Masters in International 
 Relations from Qauid-e-Azam in the early 1990s and at the time was viewed by his 


contemporaries as a progressive and even “westernized” man. Moreover, Abdul Rashid marri
 into a “modern” family. His “secular” lifestyle irked his father greatly and for a long it rem
 bone of contention between th


24 Syed Saleem Shahzad, “The Taliban’s brothers in alms”, 14 March 2007, Asia Times website, 
 http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IC14Df01.html accessed 1 August 2007 


25 Umer Farooq, “The firebrand cleric and his ‘Lal Masjid’ polemics,” 13 April 2007, Des Pardes website, 
 http://www.despardes.com/articles/2007/20070413-lal-masjid-cleric.htm, accessed 5 September 2007; 


Hassan Abbas, “The road to Lal Masjid and its aftermath”, Terrorism Monitor, Volume 5, Issue 14, 19 July 
 2007, The Jamestown Foundation website,  


http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2373563 accessed 2 August 2007 


26 Shahbaz Rana, “Abdul Rashid Ghazi”, July 11 2007, The Nation website, http://nation.com.pk/daily/july-
 2007/11/index8.php accessed 4 September 2007 
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Abdul Rashid worked as an officer at the Ministry of Education in Islamabad and later served as 
 an assistant director to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
 (UNESCO). He held a brief stint as the editor of “Diyami”, the monthly magazine of the Ministry 
 of Education. Ultimately, it was his father’s assassination in 1998 that would decide Abdul 
 Rashid’s fate as a hard line cleric; he joined his brother in running the mosque and within a year 
 exposed himself as a Taliban-sympathizer, eager to impose the Sharia or Islamic law in 


Pakistan.27  


In a televised interview with Dr. Shahid Masood28 Maulana Abdul Rashid spoke of the 
 incompetence of the government in dealing with the un-Islamic activities that were rampant in 
 Islamabad, rendering it a responsibility of madrassa administrators and students to cleanse the 
 city of such impurity: “if there is kora (trash) outside my door, the municipality should do 
 something; if they don’t then we are to do something.”29


2.3  Abdul Aziz  


Abdul Aziz graduated from the infamous Jamia Binoria religious seminary in Karachi. After his 
 father’s death, Maulana Abdul Aziz assumed the role of Imam at the Lal Masjid. He retained this 
 position until the year 2005 when he was dismissed from service for issuing a fatwa or religious 
 edict against Pakistani army officers fighting in the tribal areas around the Afghan border; the 
 fatwa denounced the actions of the army by declaring that the soldiers killed during the fighting 
 were not “martyrs” and will hence be barred from religious sanctions on their funerals. Since then 
 the Maulana was illegally occupying the Lal Masjid. A replacement cleric was appointed to take 
 over Aziz’s role as Imam of Lal Masjid, but such was Abdul Aziz’s popularity that hundreds of 
 people refused to pray behind anyone but him.  


Unlike his brother, Abdul Aziz is camera-shy and refuses to appear on TV or have his pictures 
 taken; for this trait he has been likened to the Taliban leader, Mullah Omar. However, in a rare 
 televised interview30 (showing only his back to the camera) Abdul Aziz justified the unlawful 
 activities of his mosque and madrassas; claiming that the “writ of Allah” supersedes that of the 
 government and actual law enforcement bodies. Aziz proclaimed that even though Pakistan was 
 created under the banner of an Islamic state, it has yet to fully espouse the Sharia; “our [Lal 
 Masjid] aim is to raise the name of Allah and Sharia in our society ... we are doing this, not by 


27 Hassan Abbas, “The road to Lal Masjid and its aftermath”, Terrorism Monitor, Volume 5, Issue 14, 19 
 July 2007, The Jamestown Foundation website,  


http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2373563 accessed 2 August 2007 


28 Dr. Shahid Masood is a political commentator and analyst, and host of the famous Mere Mutabiq 
 (According to Me) on Geo TV. He interviewed Maulana Abdul Rashid on his show in April 2007; Dr 
 Shahid Masood’s interview with Maulana Abdul Rashid Ghazi, 24 August 2007, Lal Masjid blog, 
 http://masjidlal.wordpress.com/2007/08/24/dr-shahid-masoods-interview-with-maulana-abdul-rasheed-
 ghazi, accessed 25 August 2007 


29 Ibid; the interview was in Urdu, translated here by the author. 


30 The interview was conducted by Indus News, uploaded on 9 June 2007 and accessed via the Jamia Hafsa 
 website, http://www.jamiahafsa.page.tl/Home.htm, on 10 August 2007 
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blowing up government buildings, instead we have voiced protest in a non-violent fashion, by 
 taking up state land, so to push the government to adopt an Islamic court of law.”31  


On the subject of suicide bombings, the Maulana suggested that they would be condoned as a 
 last-ditch effort should the Pakistani military attack his mosque. Similar sentiments were 


reportedly echoed in his Friday sermons from early 2007 where Abdul Aziz insisted that “if there 
 is violent operation then we will consider suicide attacks.”32  


2.4  Moderate to Militant 


The Lal Masjid and its seminaries were not always considered to be “militant” or prone to 


violence; although they had challenged the writ of law in the past, their activities did not subsume 
 extremism, and it wasn’t until recently that they started to acquire notoriety.  


Previously Lal Masjid and Jamia Hafsa had come under international media spotlight when one 
 of the suicide bombers of the 7/7 attack in London in 2005, Shehzad Tanweer, was suspected to 
 be linked with the mosque; the Lal Masjid was raided by police as part of a crackdown on 
 religious seminaries following the London bombing.33 It made the headlines again when, during 
 an international custody row, the British school girl, Misbah Rana, or Molly Campbell, showed 
 interest in joining Jamia Hafsa.34  


More recently, during the course of early 2007, Lal Masjid and its madrassas increasingly gained 
 infamy for their unlawful activities – these include kidnapping alleged prostitutes, publicly setting 
 alight “un-Islamic” videos and DVDs.  They also demanded the government install a parallel 
 court system based on the Sharia, and in April 2007 succeeded in doing so: a Qazi judiciary court 
 was established in Lal Masjid, comprising of ten counsels who would settle disputes in 


accordance with Islamic injunctions.35 In addition, they abducted policemen in May 2007 who 
 were to be released on the condition that bail is granted to five Lal Masjid students being held in 
 government detention at the time.36  


31 Ibid; during the interview Abdul Aziz expressed the wish that he be the first to be shaheed (martyred) in 
 the face of opposition. This is ironic as he was captured trying to escape the mosque, clad in a woman’s 
 burqa (veil), a day after the operation against Lal Masjid was launched, on 4 July 2007


32 Quoted in Umer Farooq, “The firebrand cleric and his ‘Lal Masjid’ polemics,” 13 April 2007, Des 
 Pardes website, http://www.despardes.com/articles/2007/20070413-lal-masjid-cleric.htm, accessed 5 
 September 2007  


33 “Pakistan police raids detain 200,” 20 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4697281.stm, accessed 26 August 2007 


34 Syed Shoaib Hasan, “Profile: Islamabad’s Red Mosque,” 27 July 2007, BBC News website, 
 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6503477.stm, accessed 6 August 2007  


35 Syed Irfan Raza, “Hafsa clerics set up Qazi court in Lal Masjid,” 6 April 2007, Dawn website, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/04/06/top1.htm, accessed 29 August 2007 


36 A chronology of events from January-July 2007 can be found on The Daily Times website, “From library 
 occupation to Lal Masjid operation,” 11 July 2007, 


http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C07%5C11%5Cstory_11-7-2007_pg7_24 
 accessed 14 June 2008 
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Lal Masjid students committed serious vandalism in Islamabad on 7 October 2003, the day 
 Maulana Tariq Azam was assasinated.37 Tariq Azam was the leader of the anti-Shia sectarian 
 outfit, Sipah-e-Sahaba. Such violent riots were repeated in August 2004 when a warrant was 
 issued against Abdul Rashid and Abdul Aziz in connection with attempted attacks on President 
 Musharraf’s life. The police had also tried apprehending Abdul Rashid on charges of giving 
 refuge to an al-Qaeda operative in November of the same year, but police forces were met by 
 violent resistance from hundreds of male and female madrassa students.38 Weapons were also 
 seized from Maulana Abdul Aziz’s car, and it was widely rumored that the madrassa compound 
 harbored a large supply of ammunition.39   


Much later, after the Lal Masjid raid had ended, the new naib amir (deputy cleric) of Lal Masjid, 
 Amir Siddiqui, described the “possession of weapons including rocket launchers and machine 
 guns” as government propaganda, but adds that during the Lal Masjid raid there were “13-14 
 guns in the seminary for self-defence... and according to UN guidelines, one can keep weapons 
 for self-defence.”40   


When it comes to trespassing, Jamia Hafsa boasts a sparkling record, dating back to March 2001 
 when Jamia Hafsa women started to encroach upon state land lying adjacent to the Lal Masjid. In 
 early 2007 the female students forcefully usurped a children’s library next to the Lal Masjid 
 complex. In January 2007 the Capital Development Authority razed Ameer Hamza Mosque in 
 Islamabad; this propelled the “burqa brigade” (as the female students of Jamia Hafsa came to be 
 known) into action. Razing of Ameer Hamza Mosque threatened to be the start of a long spree of 
 demolition work, targeted at mosques and seminaries that would ensure the surrender of 


encroached state land to the government. Jamia Hafsa and Jamia Faridia were included in the list 
 of mosque and madrassas to be torn down by the CDA.41  


Jamia Hafsa website shows a video clip of the protest in response to the demolished Hamza 
 Mosque – in it they declare the debut of Jamia Hafsa women into the “jihad battle” and how 
 revenge for the demolishment of Hamza Mosque will be exacted.42 Having conquered the library 
 Jamia Hafsa students remained steadfast in their position, setting up a round the clock vigil and 
 vowing to “fight to death” if the government should try to evict them. They were joined in their 
 mission by madrassa students from across the country. This “baton force” stood up as the 
 frontline against security forces on 9 February 2007 when the government decided to launch an 


37 Amir Rana, “Lal Mosque’s terror links,” 25 May 2007, Pakistan Institute of Peace Studise (PIPS) 


38 Ibid; regarding this particular charge, Ejaz-ul-Haq, Minister of Religious Affairs at the time, had 
 intervened to get the indiscretions pardoned 


39 Ansar Abbasi, “Lal Masjid weapons cast doubt on role of agencies,” 13 July 2007, The News 


International website, http://www.thenews.com.pk/top_story_detail.asp?Id=8990, accessed 6 August 2007 


40 Subhatji Roy, “Lal Masjid’s new chief takes old line: democracy is no solution”, 7 January 2008, The 
 Indian Express website, ,http://www.indianexpress.com/story/258389.html accessed 7 January 2008 


41 Khurram Iqbal, “Children library to enforce sharia?” 12 March 2007, Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies 
 website, http://www.san.pips.com.pk/pakistan/mar07/Shariah.html accessed 24 August 2007 


42 In this protest video, Jamia Hafsa girls chant “this is revenge; this is revenge, for Masjid Hamza.” 
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operation to end the wrongful occupation of the children’s library. However, after a member of 
 the National Assembly intervened, the security forces were made to withdraw.  


Farhat Taj43 visited the Jamia Hafsa seminary during this escapade and reported on the views of 
 the female students; the women revered Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar as their ideologues 
 and were appeared primed to become suicide bombers in the name of Islam.44  


In March 2007 Jamia Hafsa women, stung with a missionary zeal, took to the streets and 
 launched anti-vice campaigns. They kidnapped prostitutes, enacting their promise to launch a 
 moral crusade against all sinful activities in Islamabad.  


Soon after came the warning by Abdul Aziz that if Sharia was not established by the government, 
 the seminary students will take it upon themselves to purify Islamabad of “immoral activities.” 


He intensified his stance by announcing that the government will pay the price (in suicide attacks) 
 if it dared to launch an operation against the mosque or madrassa. Via their illegal FM station, a 
 threat was broadcasted on 12 April 2007: “There will be suicide blasts in the nook and cranny of 
 the country. We have weapons, grenades and we are expert in manufacturing bombs. We are not 
 afraid of death….”45 This was later reiterated when the clerics claimed that there were over 
 100,000 suicide bombers on standby in Pakistan, including 10,000 in the Lal Masjid and its 
 madrassas.46


The Lal Masjid personnel also pushed for their cause by distributing fliers across Islamabad, 
 listing four key demands: “immediate reconstruction of the demolished mosques in Islamabad, 
 immediate declaration of Sharia in Pakistan by the government, immediate promulgation of 
 Quran and Sunnah in the courts of law and removal of the un-Islamic clauses of the Women 
 Protection Bill, immediate discontinuation to declaring jihad as terrorism by the government as it 
 is the great sacred religious duty of Muslims.”47 Such demands were eerily similar to those of the 
 pro-Taliban militants in the tribal areas.  


2.5  Possible terror links 


The Pakistani government has long been cognizant of the ties between Lal Masjid and banned 
 militant groups; a senior state official reported: “We have confirmed information that there are a 
 number of wanted men inside the precincts of Lal Masjid and associated madrassa of Jamia Hafsa 


43 Farhat Taj is a researcher at the Centre for Gender Research at the University of Oslo in Norway 


44 Farhat Taj, “Jamia Hafsa must close down”, 3 February 2007, Daily Times Pakistan website, 


http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007\02\03\story_3-2-2007_pg3_3, accessed 2 September 
 2007 


45 Quoted in Pervez Hoodbhoy, “Pakistan – the threat from within”, 23 May 2007, Brief No 13, Pakistan 
 Security Research Unit, University of Bradford website, 


http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/download/attachments/748/Brief+number+13.pdf accessed 3 September 2007 


46 “Over one lakh suicide bombers in Pak: cleric”, 31 May 2007, Rediff News website, 
 http://www.rediff.com/news/2007/may/31pak1.htm accessed 3 September 2007 


47 Noreen Haider, “Grabbing Attention”, April 2007, The News website, 


http://jang.com.pk/thenews/apr2007-weekly/nos-08-04-2007/enc.htm accessed 5 September 2007 
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and whatever Abdul Aziz is doing he is taking advice from these people who are wanted in a 
 number of terrorism related activities in the country.”48  


In the heels of the 9/11 attack and Musharraf’s support for the “war on terror”, Lal Masjid 
 emerged as a rallying point for anti-Musharraf protests; Abdul Aziz and Abdul Rashid called 
 Musharraf a traitor for cooperating with the United States and affirmed their own pro-Taliban 
 stance.  


Umme Hassan, the head of Jamia Hafsa madrassa, and wife of Abdul Aziz, delivered vitriolic, 
 anti-government speeches from the seat of her seminary compound. In one of the video clips of 
 her speech before a large gathering of burqa-clad students she announced that “we women have 
 entered the jihad battle.”49  


The controversial edict issued by Abdul Aziz and Abdul Rashid in 2004, where Pakistani soldiers 
 fighting tribal militants in Waziristan were to be denied a Muslim burial, exemplifies, to an 
 extent, the brother’s backing of the Taliban. The brothers were unhesitant of voicing their 
 sympathy for the struggle of “mujahideen” fighting in Afghanistan or Iraq or elsewhere:  


“We consider suicide attacks are right in Pakistan [sic] under a few circumstances while we 
 consider them as absolutely justified in the context of Afghanistan and Iraq. We favored the 
 Taliban not only in the past, we favor them even today.”50  


Prior to “Operation Silence,” Abdul Rashid had spoken of the support he and his administration 
 received from militants in Waziristan: “Haji Omar [Taliban commander in Waziristan] said in an 
 interview that if the government tried to attack Lal Masjid, they would take revenge. That was the 
 last thing the government wanted and it lifted the siege and we asked the militants to leave. But 
 the Waziris are still in Islamabad with their relatives, so if the government makes an advance 
 again, they will immediately come to the rescue.”51 This and similar statements indicate that the 
 Red Mosque received support from the Taliban factions in Waziristan (in the Federally 


Administered Tribal Areas or FATA). Indeed Lal Masjid has strong links to the tribal areas of 
 Pakistan, especially since the area is home to many of its students.52  


48 Umar Farooq, The firebrand cleric and his Lal Masjid polemics”, 13 April 2007, Des Pardes website, 
 http://www.despardes.com/articles/2007/20070413-lal-masjid-cleric.htm accessed 1 September 2007 


49 The same clip was used in several jihadi videos by different militant groups, including the Islamic 
 Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), that came out in the wake of the army’s raid on Lal Masjid and Jamia 
 Hafsa in July 2007 


50 “Over one lakh suicide bombers in Pak: cleric”, 31 May 2007, Rediff News website,  
 http://www.rediff.com/news/2007/may/31pak1.htm accessed 3 September 2007 


51 Quoted in Syed Saleem Shahzad, “The Taliban’s brothers in alms”, 14 March 2007, Asia Times website, 
 http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IC14Df01.html accessed 1 August 2007 


52 Cited in Umer Farooq, “The firebrand cleric and his ‘Lal Masjid’ polemics,” 13 April 2007, Des Pardes 
 website, http://www.despardes.com/articles/2007/20070413-lal-masjid-cleric.htm, accessed 5 September 
 2007; Iqbal Latif, “Jihadi Aunt,” 5 July 2007, Global Politician website, 


http://www.globalpolitician.com/23043-jihad, accessed 25 August 2007 
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During the Lal Masjid siege, many tribal elders and local Taliban leaders, including Baitullah 
 Mehsud53, pledged their support to Lal Masjid and Mehsud warned the government of the 
 consequences of an attack on the mosque.54 Direct links between Mehsud and Abdul Rashid 
 supposedly came to surface when Pakistani intelligence officials claimed to have intercepted 
 telephone calls between Mehsud and Abdul Rashid during the siege of Lal Masjid, where the 
 militant told the Maulana that “if he is killed his blood will not be wasted.”55 This further 
 suggests that a relationship between Lal Masjid officials and Taliban militants e


Actual “radical” conduct by the Lal Masjid associates was also observed; for instance, riots 
 (ransacking public and private property) were organized by Lal Masjid students in the aftermath 
 of Azam Tariq’s assassination.56  The issue of bemoaning and mobbing by Lal Masjid students at 
 the passing of an SSP leader has been said by analysts to be symptomatic of the mosque’s 


sympathy, and even affiliation, with this sectarian group. Furthermore, the Sharia plan that was 
 being ardently endorsed by Lal Masjid bears a close resemblance to that of Sipah-e-Sahaba’s; the 
 group is known to have openly allied with Lal Masjid.57 All this suggests close ideological 
 relations between the two parties. However it is difficult to ascertain whether this ideological 
 affiliation translated itself on a practical, operational level.  


In a sermon delivered 13 July 2007, head of Jamaat-ud-Dawa (the political front of the banned 
 extremist group, Lashkar-e-Tayyaba) denounced the military raid on the Red Mosque, exclaiming 
 that the “evil-doers who have committed this sin, I wish to see them suffer.”58  However, for the 
 most part Hafiz Saeed uses the episode as a tool to attack the government and its policies, and to 
 sway his audience into believing that Pakistan is in danger of adopting “Turkey-like secularism” 


and that the US will not be appeased by just one Lal Masjid being attacked – instead “they will 
 only be appeased when we have abandoned our faith, our ideology.”59  In a later sermon, dated 3 
 August 2007, Hafiz Saeed speaks of the virtues of jihad against the “kufr,” in particular the US 
 and its “agents” (Pakistan army) and enlists reasons it should be promulgated – one of which is to 
 protect mosques.60 He also criticises the Pakistani military regime “extremists” who “want to 


53 Baitullah Mehsud is the head of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan or the Movement for the Taliban in 
 Pakistan; he is based is South Waziristan 


54 Safdar Sial, “Conflict: is the Lal Masjid saga over?” 12 July 2007, Pakistan Institute for Political Studies 
 website, http://www.pips.com.pk/san/pakistan/july07/Masjid12.html accessed 24 august 2007 


55 “Former Guantanamo inmate blows himself up in Pakistan”, 24 July 2007, Dawn website, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/07/24/welcome.htm#LatestNews accessed 3 September 2007 


56 Muhammed Amir Rana, “Lal Masjid’s terror links”, 24 May 2007, Pakistan Institute for Peace Studies, 
 http://www.san.pips.com.pk/pakistan/may07/LalMosque.html, accessed 25 August 2007 


57 Ibid; Maulana Tariq Azam had proposed a 5-point plan, namely that: shops must close with Azan (prayer 
 call), Friday should be a holiday, bribes and impermissible business must be stopped, cable network must 
 be terminated, and every decision should be taken in consultation with Ulema


58 Hafiz Saeed, audio sermon dated 13 July 2007, Jamat-ud-Dawa website, 
 http://www.jamatuddawa.org/data1/pages/audio.htm, accessed 7 August 2007 


59 Ibid. 


60 Hafiz Saeed, audio sermon dated 3 August 2007, Jamat-ud-Dawa website, 
 http://www.jamatuddawa.org/data1/pages/audio.htm, accessed 10 August 2007 
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destroy madrassas to show the international media that they’re a frontline state in fighting 
 terrorism.”61  


Moreover, some of the surrendering men at Lal Masjid allegedly belonged to Jamaat-ud-Dawa 
 (JuD)62, suggesting links between the two parties. However it should be remembered that the Lal 
 Masjid administration adheres to the Deobandi creed of Sunni Islam, whereas JuD subscribed to 
 the Ahl-e-Hadith sect; keeping in view the latent belligerency between different sectarian groups 
 in Pakistan, a close cooperation between the Red Mosque and JuD is not expected. Indeed, 
 perusing through past articles published by various JuD magazines and listening to speeches by 
 JuD leaders reveals few signs of a strong affiliation.   


More detailed accounts of Lal Masjid’s possible terror links to the Pakistani Taliban, as well as 
 extremist groups like Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), are given in the following chapters. 



3  Repercussions of Operation Silence  


The Lal Mosque briefly reopened for Friday prayers on 27 July 2007, but due to the ensuing 
 violence it was made to shut down again.63 It officially reopened on 3 October 200764, having lost 
 its trademark red colour to beige.   


On its re-inauguration, President Musharraf, in an interview with Geo TV’s Kamran Khan, re-
 assured the public that the “mosque will not again be taken over by militants.”65  Shortly 
 afterwards, Maulana Abdul Aziz delivered a sermon that called on his followers to start a 
 revolution and fight in retaliation for his brother, Abdul Rashid’s death and that of the madrassa 
 students who died during the siege:  


“The nation should be ready for jihad because only jihad can bring a revolution... The students of 
 schools, colleges and universities should spread in the nook and corner of Pakistan and work for 
 bringing Islamic revolution.”66


Aziz continued to profess a retaliatory jihad against Pakistani authorities, stating that those who 
 were killed “were dear to Allah. That's why they have embraced martyrdom [which] has boosted 
 our morale. Every mosque in the country is Lal Masjid.”67  


61 Ibid. 


62 “Musharraf assassination attempt? Cleric vows not to surrender,” 6 July 2007, Des Pardes website, 
 http://www.despardes.com/NewsExplorer/2007/200707-lal-masjid.html, accessed 11 September 2007 


63 Isambard Wilkison, “Red Mosque suicide attack kills 13 in Islamabad,” 29 July 2007, Telegraph website, 
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/07/27/wmosque227.xml, accessed 30 July 
 2007 


64 It was briefly re-opened on July 27, 2007 for Friday prayers, but due to the ensuing violence (clashes 
 between protestors and SFs occurred on the mosque site, while a suicide bomber detonated a device in the 
 busy Aabpara market close by) that sparked, it was shut down again  


65 Geo TV online streaming  


66 Video speech of Maulana Abdul Aziz, posted 17 January 2008, downloaded from a Jamia Hafsa website, 
 http://jamiahafsa.multiply.com/video/item/52/Latest_video_speech_of_Molana_Abdul_Aziz_sbDAMAT_


BARAKATUHUM, accessed 2 February 2008 
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 In late October of 2007, during the military-militant standoff in Swat, the new naib imam (deputy 
 cleric) of Lal Masjid, Amir Siddiqui68 (nephew of the late Abdul Rashid Ghazi), openly 


announced support for Maulana Fazlullah69 and warned the government that “the situation in 
 Swat will be more dangerous for the army than that in the tribal areas and Balochistan.”70 Support 
 for Fazlullah’s Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-Mohammadi (TNSM)71 further solidifies Lal 


Masjid’s support for the Pakistani-Taliban that had waged a war against the Pakistani security 
 forces. 


Even during the siege of Lal Masjid, from 3-10 July 2007, several protests and incidences of 
 violence were reported to have taken place in Waziristan apparently in retaliation for the military 
 operation.  Soon after the military pulled out of the Lal Masjid, it was certain settled areas of the 
 North West Frontier Province and Waziristan that were put on high alert and more troops came to 
 be allocated to these regions. Most of the Red Mosque students belonged to these areas, and so 
 the possibility of a backlash was never wholly discounted – rather, it was expected – and 
 according to leading Pakistani journalists, the immediate spate of terrorism targeting security 
 forces was “retaliatory in nature and were meant to harm those who had taken part in the military 
 operations at the mosque and madrassah complex in Islamabad.”72  


The warnings issued by the Lal Masjid clerics and their supporters quickly turned to prophecy 
 when violent ripples of repercussions were felt across Pakistan, especially in the NWFP and tribal 
 belt, once Operation Silence was over.  Using illegal FM radio channels, radical clerics tried to 
 instigate an armed uprising. Certain “dormant” jihadi outfits were expected to rise in the 


aftermath of events at Lal Masjid; for example Maulana Fazlullah, the head of the banned militant 
 group TNSM, which has a stronghold in NWFP’s Swat area, managed to rally a large group of 
 armed people at his Imam Dheri madrassa.73  


Unprecedented in Pakistan's history, suicide terrorism in 2007 emerged as the popular trend 
 among militants, particularly after the Lal Masjid event and the breakdown of a peace agreement 
 between the tribal lords of North Waziristan and the military government.74  Fifty-six suicide 


67 Ibid.  


68 Maulan Amir Siddiqui is a 42-year-old madarsa-educated Maulana, who took charge of the family-run 
 Lal Masjid about three months ago when it re-opened 


69 Leader of TNSM in the Malakand division of NWFP, and a commander of the Pakistani Taliban 


70 “Lal Masjid cleric supports Fazlullah,” 26 October 2007, Dawn website, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/10/26/top7.htm, accessed 27 October 2007 


71 TNSM’s trademark is the black turbans and it shares a common religious vision with the Taliban. It has 
 its stronghold in Malakand (North West Frontier Province) and Bajaur (Federally Administered Tribal 
 Areas). The Malakand division comprises of Malakand district, Buner district, Swat district, Shangla 
 district, Upper and Lower Dir districts and Chitral district. 


72 Rahimullah Yousafzai, “Accord and discord,” August 2007, Newsline Pakistan website, 
 http://www.newsline.com.pk/NewsAug2007/specrepaug2007.htm, accessed 4 October 2007 


73 Safdar Sial, “Lal Masjid: aftermath and future repercussions”, 16 July 2007, Pakistan Institute for Peace 
 Studies website, http://www.pips.com.pk/san/pakistan/july07/LalMosque16.html accessed 24 August 2007 


74 It should be mentioned however that whereas acts of suicide terror rose, there was in 2007 a decrease in 
 other variants of terrorism, chiefly missile or rocket attacks or improvised explosive device blasts. Only 
 417 incidents of missile or rocket attacks occurred in 2007, as compared to 528 incidents in 2006, “Ten-
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 attacks took place in Pakistan in 2007 (a remarkable increase to the 22 total suicide attacks to take 
 place between March 2002 to 2006). In July 2008, a year after the commando raid on Lal Masjid, 
 Pakistan’s The News reported that forty-four of these acts of terrorism had occurred after the 
 military raid on Red Mosque and had claimed the lives of up to 2,729 people (484 security 
 personnel) between July-December 200775. The figure includes Pakistan’s first ever female 
 suicide (allegedly an Afghan refugee) bomber who blew herself up on 4 December of 2007, in 
 Peshawar.76   


Immediately after the operation against Red Mosque, there were 15 suicide strikes between July 
 14 and 31 (an average of one a day)77 – a horrifying aftermath by any calculation.  In addition to 
 this, there have been numerous clashes, including ambushes, rocket and gun attacks, between 
 militants and security forces.  


Of the 56 suicide strikes in 2007, twenty-three were in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
 (FATA), twenty-one in the North West Frontier Province (NWFP), nine in Punjab, two in 
 Balochistan and one in Sindh province. Of the twenty-three in FATA, only two were in North 
 Waziristan and one in Bajaur Agency, where the US contends al-Qaeda infrastructure is located. 


The remaining twenty occurred in Baitullah Mehsud-controlled areas of South Waziristan. Two 
 military cantonments suffered repeated attacks – 5 in Rawalpindi and 3 in Kohat.  


The full fury of militants was felt mostly in the tribal belt and NWFP where military operation 
 has been the strongest and stormiest.  However ripples of radicalism were felt also in the heart of 
 Pakistan when suicide bombings occurred in and around the capital city of Islamabad. This was 
 confirmed by an Interior Ministry report on suicide attacks released in September 2007, which 
 stated that the Lal Masjid military operation had caused an increase in suicide attacks on army 
 and paramilitary forces, mostly in the North West Frontier Province and FATA.78


fold increase in suicide attacks in Pakistan,” 14 January 2008, Rediff News website, 
 http://www.rediff.com/news/2008/jan/14pak.htm accessed 3 February 2008 


75 Post Lal Masjid suicide attacks claim 4,300 lives, 5 July 2007, The News website, 
 http://thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=122261 accessed 5 July 2007 


76Female suicide bomber killed in Pakistan blast: police, 4 December 2007, AFP website, 


http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5hwXEUc57cFMvDd-j_S_5IJTG-jaw accessed 11 January 2008 
 Moreover, female “fedayeen” (fighters) are being prepared to carry out suicide attacks against US interests. 


On the website of the extremist group Jamaat ud Dawa (JD), 200 women showed aspirations to strike US 
 targets: "If the US tried to attack Iran or Pakistan like Afghanistan or Iraq, then we will kill the Americans 
 through suicide attacks. We will tie bombs with our body and stop the Americans from entering Iran and 
 Pakistan: Quoted in “Pakistan’s Radical Red Mosque Returns,” 25 October 2007, Terrorism Monitor 
 website, http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2373741 accessed 3 November 
 2007 


77 See Appendix 


78 Azaz Syed, “129 army, FC personnel killed in 9 months,” 18 September 2007, The Daily Times  
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In the weeks immediately following the Lal Masjid operation, various places in Pakistan – from 
 Hub to Hangu to Miranshah to Islamabad – all witnessed suicide strikes.79  The primary target 
 was the security forces (SFs), however political figures also came under the wrath of militants. A 
 comprehensive list of attacks against SFs and politicians operation from July to December 2007 
 can be found in the appendix section of this report.     


The truce, signed on 6 September 2006, between militants in North Waziristan80 and the military 
 regime ended on July 15, 2007, and soon thereafter, the 2005 peace accords between militants in 
 South Waziristan and Bajaur Agency and the Pakistani government also came under immense 
 strain, resulting in a welter of violence in the region. 


North Waziristan has seen a surge in attacks on military convoys, government targets and it is 
 speculated that militants from the tribal areas also carried out “revenge attacks” in other parts of 
 the country. From 13 August 2007 onwards, the military came to be a target in South Waziristan 
 (after nearly two and a half years of abatement in such violence.) The extremists kidnapped and 
 attacked soldiers, and on August 17 this tribal agency experienced its first suicide bombing. As 
 for the NWFP there was a rapid transit to anarchy in 2007 when twenty-two out of its twenty-four 
 districts were affected by varying levels of militant mobilisation. The Swat Valley was 


particularly torn by terror, with a reported 60% of Swat’s 1.5 million inhabitants leaving the 
 area.81   


On 23 July 2007, shortly after the military operation on Lal Mosque had ended,, “pro-Taliban” 


groups in North Waziristan warned Pakistani soldiers to quit fighting or face the "gift of death" 


through new suicide attacks: in pamphlets, distributed in Miranshah town (of North Waziristan), 
 entitled "Till Islam Lives in Islamabad" a group calling itself the Mujahideen-i-Islam (Islamic 
 Holy Warriors) threatened that suicide bombs would again bring soldiers the "gift of death."82
 They added: "We know that you have become America’s slave and are serving infidel Musharraf 
 and have become a traitor to your religion for food, clothes and shelter."83  


In September 2007 Pakistani security agencies publicized intelligence reports according to which: 


“there are chances that that male and female former students of Jamia Hafsa, Jamia Fareedia and 
 Lal Masjid that managed to escape from ‘Operation Silence’ could carry out suicide attacks 
 across the country.”84  


79 On July 14 2007, a suicide bomber killed 26 soldiers in Miranshah; 13 died when a suicide bomber 
 exploded outside a court in Islamabad on 18 July; in Hangu a police academy became the target of a suicide 
 attack; and in Kohat a suicide bomber detonated inside a mosque on 19 July 2007 


80 Peace accords dating back to 2006 and 2005, respectively. 


81 Kanchan Lakshman “The sledgehammer in Swat”, 3 December 2007, South Asia Terrorism Portal 
 website, http://satp.org/satporgtp/sair/Archives/6_21.htm accessed 17 December 2007 


82 “2 troops, 35 militants killed in NWA fierce battle,” 24 July 2007, The Daily Mail website, 
 http://dailymailnews.com/200707/24/news/dmtopstory01.html, accessed 5 September 2007 


83 Ibid. 


84 Shahnawaz Khan, “Government warned of attack by female bombers,” 24 September 2007, The Daily 
 Times 
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Also with respect to the suicide bombings that took place in Islamabad in July 200785, security 
 agencies reportedly traced them down to a network of terrorists operating across Pakistan; Interior 
 Ministry spokesperson at the time, Javed Iqbal Cheema revealed that those arrested were linked 
 with Lal Masjid and Waziristan.86  Moreover, the suicide attacks on the Marriott hotel and airport 
 in Islamabad to have taken place in early 2007 are also said to be connected with Lal Masjid; both 
 the suicide bombers allegedly detoured at the mosque before heading for operation.87  


The suicide blast in the army mess of Karar Company of Special Services Group (SSG) at the 
 cantonment area of Tarbela Ghazi (near Islamabad) was also linked to the Red Mosque: Karar 
 had participated in the Lal Masjid operation.88 According to South Asia Analysis Group, it was a 
 Pashtun army officer belonging to SSG who committed the suicide bomb attack on the mess; 


apparently his younger sister was among the dead in the aftermath of the Lal Masjid escapade.89  
 Some Pakistani officials made links to al-Qaeda as the attack was on an elite unit tasked with 
 tackling al-Qaeda networks.90  Indeed right after the siege of Lal Masjid had ended, al-Qaeda’s 
 second in command, Aymen al-Zawahiri, warned that General Musharraf would be ‘punished’ for 
 the killing of Ghazi: “Let the Pakistan Army know that the killing of Ghazi and the demolition of 
 his mosque have soaked the history of the Pakistani army in shame ... which can only be washed 
 away by retaliation against the killers of Ghazi,” he said.91   


On 20 September 2007, messages again emanated from the heads of the international terrorist 
 organisation; chief of al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden, vowed to retaliate against “infidel” President 
 Pervez Musharraf for the killing of Lal Masjid cleric Ghazi Abdul Rashid: “We in al Qaeda call 
 on God to witness that we will retaliate for the blood of Ghazi and those with him against 
 Musharraf and those who help him.”92


Police claimed that the “al-Qaeda network and the Taliban”93 were most probably behind the 30 
 October 2007 suicide attack in the garrison town of Rawalpindi that killed seven people (see 
 Appendix); the attack itself was linked to the “Red Mosque, the situation in Swat, and the tribal 


85 “Chronology: attacks in Pakistan since July 2007,” 21 December 2007, Reuters website, 
 http://www.reuters.com/article/asiaCrisis/idUSB647837, accessed 17 January 2008 


86 “Nation wide terror cell uncovered: Cheema,” 22 August 2007, The Daily Times 


87 Iqbal Latif, “Jihadi Aunt,” 5 July 2007, Global Politician website, 
 http://www.globalpolitician.com/23043-jihad, accessed 24 August 2007 


88 “Blast kills 20 in Tarbela Ghazi,” 13 September 2007, The News International website, 
 http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?id=29162, accessed 14 September 2007 


89 B. Raman, “Pashtun Army Officer Kills 19 SSG Officers,” 14 September 2007, South Asia Analysis 
 Group website, http://www.saag.org/papers24/paper2371.html, accessed 1 October 2007 


90 “Government probes al-Qaeda link to attack on commandos,” 14 September 2007, Aaj TV News website, 
 http://news.aaj.tv/news.php?pg=3&show=detail&nid=79253 , accessed 14 September 2007 


91 “The aggression against Lal Masjid,” Aymen al-Zawahiri’s audio message, downloaded from 
 http://www.w-n-n.net/showthread.php?t=30045, accessed 17 July 2007 


92 Lin Noueihed, “Bin Laden vows revenge on ‘infidel’ Musharraf,” 20 September 2007, Reuters website, 
 http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSL2041722020070920, accessed 20 September 2007 


93 “Pakistan sees al-Qaeda link to blast near Musharraf HQ,” 31 October 2007, Dawn website, 
 http://www.dawn.com/2007/10/31/rss.htm, accessed 17 July 2008 
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