

  
    
            
        
      
      
        
          
        

        
          
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                
                  Siste søk
                

              

                
                  
                      
                      
                        
                      
                  

                
              
                No results found
              

            

          

          
            
              

                
              
            

            
              
                Tags
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                No results found
              

            

          

          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                Dokument
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                No results found
              

            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        
      
              

                        
  
  

                
            
            
        
        Norsk
                  

                        
  

                Last opp
                        
          
            
            
              
                Hjem
                
                  
                
              
              
                Skoler
                
                  
                
              
              
                Emne
                
                  
                
              
            

          

        


        
          Logg inn
        
        
        
        
        
          

  





  
    
      
      	
            
              
              
            
            Slett
          
	
            
              
              
            
          
	
            
              
                
              
              
            
          
	
          

        
	No results found


      
        
          
        
      
    

  







  
        
        
    
                
            
                
                    
    	
                                    
              Hjem
            
            








	
                          
                
              
                        
              Annet
            
            


                    4 MOTIVATIONAL  FACTORS
                

                                    
                        In document
                        
    05-00376
                        (sider 21-27)

                    

                            
            
                                
                    regularly in contact with militants in Spain and members of the Hofstad Network in Holland. 


For example, he made several phone calls to Muhammad Bouyeri. According to The New York 
 Times he also wired money to members of the Hofstad Network.62  One of the detainees held in 
 Spain in connection with the High Court – plot, Abdol Ghaffar Hashemi, held a Dutch 


passport, whereas another, Mourad Yala, a friend of Samir Azzouz, was arrested in Holland in 
 2003, suspected of falsifying travel documents. Spanish investigators believe these two 


militants had been trying to convert laptops into bombs that could be used in terrorist attacks in 
 the Netherlands.63  


The Hofstad Network was also involved in planning attacks outside the Netherlands. On 11 
 June, 2004, Portuguese police arrested a group of Islamist militants in Porto. It is suspected 
 that they planned to assassinate the Portuguese president-designate of the European 


Commission, Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, as well as other foreign guests, at a reception at the 
 Freixo Palace on the night before the opening match of the Euro 2004 championship soccer 
 tournament. Portuguese intelligence received a warning from their Dutch colleagues that three 
 Dutch-Moroccan members of the Hofstad Network had travelled to Portugal. One of the 
 terrorist suspects had shared an apartment with Van Gogh’s killer, and they drove from the 
 Netherlands to Portugal in a VW Golf registered in the name of Bouyeri.64  


Another of the Holland-based militants has been identified as Nouredine el Fatmi. Dutch 
 police searched the apartment of el Fatmi and found a “last will”, saying that he wanted to die 
 for jihad.65 According to the director of Judiciary Police, Adelino Salvado, the militants acted 
 in a way that “pointed to the idea that something was being planned”.66 For example, they 
 regularly collected small amounts of cash from Lisbon International Airport. Salvado made the 
 decision to warn the potential targets about the threat, and had the suspected terrorists arrested 
 and expelled from Portugal. Other police forces insisted that one should allow the plot to 
 develop further in order establish a solid case against the suspects.67 Judging by Bouyeri’s and 
 the Hofstad Network’s international contacts it seems safe to conclude that they were part of 
 the numerous terrorist plots that have been unravelled over the past years in Western Europe. 


Islamist terrorist cells in Europe have planned to attack a wide spectre of targets, and 
 commonly and routinely operated beyond state boundaries.  


4 MOTIVATIONAL FACTORS 


The following analysis is based on indicators and circumstantial evidence, not on any detailed 
 interview or psychoanalysis of the perpetrators. These indicators include; the modus operandi, 


62 Craig S. Smith, “Dutch Look for Qaeda Link After Killing of Filmmaker,” New York Times 06 November 
 2004. 


63 Ibid. 


64 Joao Pedro Fonseca, “Group planned attack in Porto,” Diario de Noticias 15 November 2004, via FBIS.  


65 E-mail correspondence with Dutch intelligence official, January 2005. 


66 Joao Pedro Fonseca, “Group planned attack in Porto,” Diario de Noticias 15 November 2004, via FBIS. 


67 Ibid. 


      


timing and the target selection of the terrorists; the collected evidence68; the social background 
 of the killer; information about the milieu he belonged to; and the political context of the 
 attack.  


Suggestions about motivational factors can indeed be generated from the social and political 
 contexts relevant to the militants, in Holland, regionally in Europe, and on the global scene. Of 
 course, the motivations discussed here are to be considered hypotheses only. It is important to 
 underscore that this is a study of processes. Information will become available during 


forthcoming investigations and trials in the Netherlands, Spain, and Belgium etc, and might 
 alter the very basis of the analysis.  


The information currently available in open sources strengthens the hypothesis from the study 


“Jihad in Europe” indicating multiple social, political and religious motivations drawn from 
 various contexts. These motivations seemingly merge into a perception that Muslims are under 
 attack from the US and its allies on all fronts, both in the Muslim world and in the West. In the 
 eyes of the militants, the “global war on terrorism”, as it is fought in various contexts, confirms 
 the ideology of Usama Bin Ladin, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and al-Qaida’s “godfather”, the late 
 shaykh Abdallah Azzam. According to their doctrine, it is an individual duty for every Muslim 
 to participate in defensive global jihad.  


Based on the above-mentioned indicators, this report argues that the attack on Van Gogh was 
 mainly motivated by anger with tougher immigration policies, criticisms of Islam, and 
 counter-terrorism efforts in Holland, in combination with rage against the invasion and occupation of 
 Iraq. The analysis suggests that the Iraqi war was a significant motivating factor for the group. 


As noted above, Muhammad Bouyeri explicitly declared Holland an enemy because the 
 country deployed troops to Iraq. 


The targets selection indicated that the slaying of the filmmaker was a violent 
 cultural-religious response to the provocative short-film “Submission”. It appeared as if a cultural-religious 
 fanatic decided to punish the filmmaker for insults against the Islamic faith. However, the fact 
 that the letters he pinned to Van Gogh’s body were addressing Hirshi Ali, and did not mention 
 Van Gogh at all, suggests that neither he, nor his short film, was of particular importance. 


Probably he was a “substitute target”.69According to The Weekly Standard, associates of Ayan 
 Hirshi Ali support this theory. They believe that she was the preferred target of the militants, 
 but that they were unable to reach her because she was under police protection.70 By killing 
 Van Gogh the terrorists managed to strike indirectly the Dutch-Somali politician and her party 
 colleagues, as well as spreading fear amongst the Dutch and stirring up violence.  


68 Especially the communicative evidence, the letters written by the assassin and possibly his accomplices. 


69 For perspectives on terrorists’ target selection, see C.J.M. Drake, Terrorists’ Target Selection, London: 


Macmillan Press ltd 1998, p 180. 


70 Christopher Caldwell “Holland Daze,” The Weekly Standard (Issue 15 - 12/27/2004) via Yahoo 22 December 
2004. 


      


According to the Los Angeles Times, investigators said the letter “reflected the influence of the 
 militant Takfir wal Hijra movement”.71 So-called takfiris allegedly played important roles in 
 several of the Islamist terrorist cases in Europe after 2000. Al-Takfir wa’l Hijra, originally 
 known as Jama`a al-Muslimun (The Society of Muslims) was a militant group established by 
 Shukri Mustafa in Egypt in the 1970s. It was the Egyptian press that dubbed the movement 
 al-Takfir wa’l Hijra, because of its ideology, stemming from a literal interpretation of Sayyid 
 Qutb’s famous book “Milestones”. Takfir is the Arabic verbal noun for deeming someone an 
 infidel (excommunication). Hijra is the Arabic word for flight or emigration, and is used about 
 the Prophet Muhammad’s flight to Medina in 622, were the first Muslim community was 
 established. The Society of Muslims excommunicated the society surrounding the group, fled, 
 and established military camps or bases in the Egyptian mountains. In the mountain bases they 
 prepared themselves to topple the regime and re-instate the Rule of God, Islamic law, al-Sharia 
 in Egypt. In 1977 the militants felt strong enough to attack the regime, and murdered an 


Egyptian minister. Subsequently the group was crushed, and its leaders hanged. During the 
 1990s, it appears that the ideology of the group has resurfaced in militant Islamist milieus in 
 North Africa, the Middle East and in Europe.  


The magistrate Jean-Louis Bruguiere who heads the investigations into terrorist networks in 
 France, believes al-Takfir wa’l Hijra is more of an ideology or way of thought than a clearly 
 defined group or organization.72 The letter to Hirshi Ali did focus on her apostasy, but this 
 alone does not necessarily mean that Bouyeri belonged to al-Takfir wa’l Hijra. Salafist groups 
 emphasize takfir to varying degrees, and there have been conflicts between different groups 
 concerning the legitimacy of excommunicating Muslims, and viewing Muslims as legitimate 
 targets of the jihad. This is one of multiple conflict-dimensions in the relationships between 
 Islamist groups. Deeming Hirshi Ali as an infidel would probably be an uncontroversial 
 decision among most Islamist radicals given the fact that she herself publicly proclaimed that 
 she was an “ex-Muslim”, and once called the Prophet Muhammad a paedophile because he 
 married a 12-year-old girl.73 The point is that the target selection could indicate mainly 
 religious motivation, an attack by extreme fundamentalists (takfiris), against public figures 
 seen as infidels. However, in this report’s interpretation, the letter to Hirshi Ali focused more 
 on politics than on religious belief. The broader message appears to be mainly political, 


“global jihadish”, and less religious, takfiri. 


The modus operandi of the slaughter in Amsterdam certainly did not exclude the involvement 
 of al-Qaida associates or sympathizers. Assassinations have been used many times by Islamist 
 militants waging global jihad. However, the “al-Qaida hardcore” has most frequently launched 
 attacks aiming at inflicting mass casualties amongst enemy populations or the military. In 
 addition the police found a “last will” in Bouyeri’s pocket when he was arrested entitled 


“Baptized in Blood”, showing that the murder was in fact planned as a suicide mission. 


71 Sebastian Rotella and Douglas Heingartner, “Suspect in Slaying of Filmmaker Faces Terrorism Charges?”, Los 
 Angeles Times 06 November 2004. 


72 Interviewed by Brynjar Lia in Oslo, November 2004. 


73 Rachael Bell, “The Murder of Theo Van Gogh,” Crime Library, downloaded January 2005 from 
http://www.crimelibrary.com/notorious_murders/famous/theo_van_gogh/3.html?sect=7.  


      


“Martyrdom operations” are certainly one of al-Qaida’s trademarks. Furthermore, the milieu in 
 Amsterdam that Bouyeri belonged to bore strong similarities to the other al-Qaida inspired 
 Islamist terrorist networks that have been detected in post-millennium Europe, in terms of 
 member profiles, group structure and modus operandi. For example, it resembled the network 
 that succeeded in launching the lethal attack in Spain. In addition it appears there were close 
 contacts and possibly cooperation between the Hofstad Network and Islamist militants 
 involved in the M-11 operation and the May 2003 attacks in Casablanca.  


The Hofstad Network planned a series of assassinations in the Netherlands and in Portugal 
 after the Iraq war erupted. This might indeed point to a “spill-over effect” from Iraq, 


considering the fact that both Portugal and the Netherlands deployed troops in Iraq. The fact 
 that Bouyeri tried to decapitate the victim could also be an indication that the killer was 
 influenced by events in Iraq. The abductions and beheadings in Iraq dominated the public 
 media in the months before Van Gogh was murdered, and videos of beheadings flourished on 
 Islamist web-pages.74 This is a relevant factor, given the fact that that the killer was very active 
 on the Internet, and that his friends and colleagues believe his radicalisation accelerated after 
 the invasion of Iraq. 


The notes pinned to the body of the victim indicated that the murder was mainly motivated by 
 events in Holland, and that it was part of a broader conspiracy aimed at killing several Dutch 
 politicians who have criticized Muslims living in the Netherlands and called for tougher 


immigration laws. The document lashed out against Dutch policies towards Muslims and Islam 
 in general, as well as a concrete proposal by Hirshi Ali’s party VVD, to “screen” Muslim 
 immigrants to make sure they did not sympathize with radical ideologies. The author(s) of the 
 letter voiced strong anti-Semitism, and argued Dutch politics is “dominated by Jews”. The 
 claim was exemplified with reference to the Jewish mayor of Amsterdam, Job Cohen. The 
 letter accused Hirshi Ali of being part of a Jewish conspiracy aimed at “terrorizing Muslims 
 and Islam”, leading a “crusade against Islam”, on the “political arena of Holland”.  


The “Open letter to Hirshi Ali” mentioned other politicians such as VVD’s leader Jozias Van 
 Aartsen, and the Jewish mayor of Amsterdam Job Cohen. Hirshi Ali and another high profile 
 member of VVD, Geert Wilders, had been threatened on radical Islamist websites prior to the 
 murder of Van Gogh. Wilders has also received threats in the aftermath of the attack. 


According to The Weekly Standard, a video circulating on the Internet shows machine guns, 
 then pictures of Hirshi Ali and Wilders followed by the following text; “ name: Geert wilders 
 occupation: idolatorsin: mocking Islam punishment: beheading reward: Paradise, in sha 
 Allah”.75 On the website Maghreb.nl someone posted direct threats against Hirshi Ali, and 
 wrote they had located her house. It has not been confirmed that members of the Hofstad 
 Network posted these threats, but similar threats were found in a computer belonging to Jason 
 Walters.76


74 Thomas Hegghammer, The Iraqi Hostage Crisis: abductions in Iraq April-August 2004 FFI/report-2004/03105. 


75 Christopher Caldwell “Holland Daze,” The Weekly Standard (Issue 15 - 12/27/2004) via Yahoo 22 December 
 2004. 


76 E-mail correspondence with Dutch intelligence official, January 2005. 


      


In addition to pointing to the “crusade against Islam” in Holland, the letter to Hirshi Ali 
 contained clear references to al-Qaida’s ideology.77 For example, the author(s) cites the 
 famous slogan of al-Qaida founder the Palestinian shaykh Abdallah Azzam, “Jihad and the 
 rifle alone. NO negotiations, NO conferences and NO dialogue”. In Bouyeri’s wording the 
 slogan goes, “There shall be no mercy for the unjust, only the sword raised at them. No 
 discussion, no demonstrations, no parades, no petitions; merely DEATH shall separate the 
 Truth from the LIE”.78 The conclusion of the letter shows the essence of “al-Qaidaism”, by 
 prophesising the defeat of the enemy on the individual, local, regional and global levels in 
 prioritised order,  


And like a great prophet once said: "I deem thee lost, O Pharaoh.” (17:102) And so we want 
 to use similar words and send these before us, so that the heavens and the stars will gather this 
 news and spread it over the corners of the universe like a tidal wave. "I deem thee lost, O 
 America.” "I deem thee lost, O Europe.” "I deem thee lost, O Holland.” "I deem thee lost, O 
 Hirshi Ali” "I deem thee lost, O unbelieving fundamentalist.” 79  


One may surmise that the motivations for the attack correspond to these prioritised levels, 
 ranging from the global forces of unbelief to the individual infidel, seen from the perspective 
 of the assassin and his associates.  


Bouyeri’s social background corresponds to those of key activists of the European based 
 Islamist terrorist cells who were clearly inspired by the doctrine of global jihad, such as Jamal 
 Beghal and Kamil Daoudi of the 2001 al-Takfir wa’l Hijra inspired cell planning to strike US 
 targets, and Jamal Zougam of the M-11 cell. They were seemingly integrated and bright 
 second-generation immigrants, or immigrants who had lived in European countries since 
 childhood. They were politically conscious, and concerned with political developments in the 
 Middle East and North Africa, but they were not active members of political parties. As for 
 their personal motives for joining militant groups not enough is known yet, but we see some 
 patterns across the cases. The leaders and the key operatives were educated. However, it is a 
 common pattern that they dropped out of higher education as a result of personal crises or 
 failed ambitions, and were subsequently recruited to militancy. Some of them experienced 
 social problems related to petty crime and drugs, etc. Others experienced psychological 
 problems or were exposed to racism. They all found comfort in Islam and became “new-born” 


Muslims. Most were recruited directly by militants, but there are examples in Europe and the 
 US that terrorists first joined apolitical and peaceful Islamic movements such as the Jamaat 
 al-Tablighi and later became radicalised. Prior to the invasion of Afghanistan in the fall of 2001, 
 recruits travelled to, or were sent to, Pakistan and Afghanistan for religious studies and 
 military and/or terrorist training. After the invasion, they probably increasingly received 


77 According to a Dutch intelligence official, parts of the text resemble speeches by one of the London based 
 Salafist-Jihadist shaykhs, Abu Hamza al-Masri, a long time promoter of “al-Qaidaism” in Western Europe 
 (E-mail correspondence with Dutch intelligence official, January 2005). 


78 See “Open letter to Hirshi Ali”, Appendix 2.1.1. 


79 Ibid. 


      


training through the Internet, or travelled to other theatres of jihad, for example Chechnya and 
 Iraq. Bouyeri dropped out of his education, and was imprisoned for an episode of violence. He 
 failed to realize his dream of establishing a youth centre for immigrants in the suburb where he 
 grew up. He was reportedly influenced by the September 11 attacks, and further radicalised 
 after the invasion of Iraq. Bouyeri clearly fitted the profile of potential al-Qaida recruits. 


Islamist terrorist activity in Western Europe increased significantly after the invasion of 
 Afghanistan in 2001, and after al-Qaida’s no. 2, Ayman al-Zawahiri started to direct specific 
 threats against the United States’ European allies in 2002. The activity increased further after 
 the invasion of Iraq in 2003, and remained at a high level in 2004. 2004 saw the first 


successful mass casualty attack by an al-Qaida associated Islamist group in a European 
 country. The threats against Dutch rightwing politicians in the letter pinned to Van Gogh and 
 on the Internet must be understood in the context of growing xenophobia tensions between the 
 Dutch and immigrants to Holland following the September 11 operation, as well as more rigid 
 immigration legislation and pressure on Muslim immigrants to assimilate. The latter is 


exemplified by the decision of the Dutch Integration Minister, Rita Verdonk, to deport 26,000 
 immigrants, of whom some had lived in Holland for more than five years.80 Another plausible 
 motivating factor for Islamist militants in Holland is the increased counter-terrorism efforts in 
 the country in recent years. Other terrorist cases in Europe indicate that counter-terrorism 
 efforts towards Islamist milieus might have a “blow-back” function, because surveillance, 
 arrests, questioning and other measures often stir anger and motivate young Muslim 
 immigrants to join radical groups and take part in terrorist activities.81


The Islamist milieus in the Netherlands, radical and moderate, have been put under pressure 
 following the disclosure of multiple Islamist terrorist conspiracies in several European 
 countries since 2001. As noted above, Dutch police have arrested more than 40 terrorist 
 suspects. The tensions and xenophobia have increased social problems among Muslim 
 immigrants, struggling to complete their education and to obtain decent jobs. In this climate 
 the Dutch have also seen the rise of right-wing extremism that adds to the tensions. The Dutch 
 government’s support for Israel, their inclusion of HAMAS on the list of terrorist 


organizations, the support for the US-led invasion of Iraq, and the deployment of more than 
 one thousand troops to the country, are other factors that might be used by Islamist radicals to 
 explain how Holland joined the US-led “crusade against Islam”, and to justify terrorist attacks 
 against Dutch targets.  


Lastly, because of the assassin’s explicit support for the resistance in Iraq, and the fact that he 
declared Netherlands as an enemy because of Dutch support for the occupation of Iraq, it 


Lastly, because of the assassin’s explicit support for the resistance in Iraq, and the fact that he 
declared Netherlands as an enemy because of Dutch support for the occupation of Iraq, it 
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