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                                                                                        5 Main findings

                                                                5.5 Ghormach and Kohistan

                                
                    As described in Section 2.2, booster 3 and 4 consist of respondents from Ghormach and Kohistan. 


However, due to security and transportation restrictions, the interviews were not held in these 
 districts, but rather in neighbouring districts. These respondents are therefore not a representative 
 sample of the two districts. Still, in order to cover these districts the boosters have been analysed 
 and compared to the main bulk of Faryab. This chapter highlights issues with major discrepancies 
 between the main bulk and the respondents from Ghormach and Kohistan. 


5.5.1  Ghormach 


70 people from Ghormach were interviewed in neighbouring districts. These are all men, nearly 
 all Pashtuns, who were travelling to a neighbouring district. They come from areas with no roads 
 or poor roads and access to water and electricity maximum 1 day per week (category 4 and 5, 
 Section 3.5). The literacy and education level among these respondents are much lower compared 
 to the average in Farayb: only 18% of the respondents from Ghormach replied they can read and 
 write, while 32% state the same overall in Faryab. 


Regarding what direction the general situation in Faryab is developing, the Ghormach 


respondents are more negative than the overall population in Faryab. 51% of respondents say they 
 believe things are moving in the wrong direction, compared to 33% in the overall population. The 
 reasons why are, however, the same as in the main bulk – predominantly poor security and 
 corruption. 


Indeed, lack of security is reported as the biggest problem in Ghormach (21%). Furthermore, 86% 


are somewhat or very dissatisfied with the security situation, compared to 65% in the overall 
 population of Faryab. Perhaps as a result of this situation, 81% and 82% believe the size of ANP 
 and ANA forces, respectively, are insufficient. 


The lack of security in the Ghormach district might have led to a lower turnout in the presidential 
 election in April: none of the respondents think it was safe enough to vote in their local area. 


Despite this, 54% say they voted in the election.  


One out of three says that neither the government nor opposing government elements has most 
influence in their area. The lack of a government, together with the insecurity, may have resulted 
in less development in Ghormach. 83% of the Ghormach respondents believe the government has 
not satisfactorily addressed the needs of their community the last year, and only 6% report that 
aid projects have been implemented that benefited their community during the last year 
(compared to 14% overall in Faryab). 
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The lack of reconstruction is evident looking at how dissatisfied the respondents are with the 
 availability of basic infrastructure and public services. For instance: 93% are somewhat or very 
 dissatisfied with the supply of electricity (62% on average in Faryab), 89% are dissatisfied with 
 the conditions of the roads (60% on average in Faryab), 76% are dissatisfied with the availability 
 of clinics and hospitals (51% on average in Faryab), and 72% are dissatisfied with the availability 
 of education for children (48% on average in Faryab). 


5.5.2  Kohistan 


70 people from Kohistan were interviewed in neighbouring districts. As for the Ghormach 
 booster, these are all men who were travelling to neighbouring district. Nearly all the respondents 
 from Kohistan are Tajik. 85% of the respondents come from areas with no or poor roads and none 
 or very infrequent access to water and electricity (category 5, Section 3.5). The literacy and 
 education level among these respondents are the same as for the Ghormach respondents and thus 
 much lower compared to the average in Farayb. 


Kohistan respondents agree with the main bulk that unemployment is the biggest problem. On 
 second place, poor roads are reported as the biggest problem at 16% (compared to 7% in the main 
 bulk). Indeed, 46% believe roads are most important for the needs of the community at present 
 (18% of the overall population of Faryab believe the same). This is also confirmed through 
 another question: only 14% of Kohistan respondents are somewhat or very satisfied with the 
 conditions of the roads (37% of the main bulk of Faryab feel the same).  


Lack of electricity, together with lack of security, is rated as the third biggest problem in 
 Kohistan. This is supported by the fact that 86% are somewhat or very dissatisfied with the 
 supply of electricity, compared to 62% in the main bulk. 


The respondents from Kohistan are more satisfied than on average in Faryab when it comes to the 
 availability of water: 83% are somewhat or very satisfied with the availability of clean water for 
 drinking and cooking, compared to 65% in Faryab. A reason for this might be reconstruction and 
 aid projects: 42% say that aid projects have been implemented that benefited their community 
 during the last year (compared to 14% overall in Faryab). When asked what kind of projects these 
 are, most people say vocational projects (tailoring) and construction of wells. 


54% say they voted in the presidential election in Kohistan. Still, 70% believe it was not safe 
enough to vote in their area. As seen in Ghormach, fewer of the respondents think the size of the 
security forces are sufficient compared to the average in Faryab: about 25% agree the size of 
ANSF are sufficient, compared to about 50% agreeing in the main bulk. Maybe due to a 
consequence of this, 82% of respondents in Kohistan reply that the people themselves provide 
security in the district. Still, 70% say ANP provide security in Kohistan, while only 2% say the 
same about ANA. 
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5.6  Women 


Afghanistan is considered one of the most dangerous countries for women to live in [23]. This is 
 due to violence, lacking healthcare and poverty, among others. The Norwegian Government states 
 that the absence of participation of women in the society is one of the main obstacles to achieve 
 stability and development in Afghanistan. The gender perspective is therefore an integral part of 
 the Norwegian aid to Afghanistan [24].  


Comparing the female and male respondents, the survey shows that fewer women can read and 
 write compared to men. Only 23% of the female respondents can read and write, while 38% of 
 the male respondents can (Figure 5.14). This is also seen when it comes to the level of education: 


75% of the women have no formal schooling, while the same applies for 62% of the men. 


Figure 5.14  Women and men answer: Can you read and write? 


Throughout the waves, more boys than girls have attended school. 20 In wave 9, 82% of the boys 
 are going to school, while only 60% of the girls are doing the same (Figure 5.15). 45% of the 
 respondents answer that they are not allowed and 16% that insecurity is the reason for why girls 
 are not going to school. Corresponding numbers for boys are 2% and 7%. The main reason for 
 why boys are not going to school is that they are working (50%). 


Figure 5.15  How many boys and girls are going to school? 


       


20 This question was first introduced in April 2011 (wave 3). 


0 %


FFI-rapport 2015/00413  39 


It is also seen in the survey that women use various media less than men. This might be a 
 consequence of the fact that fewer women can read and write. They also use mobile phones less 
 often than men do. 


When it comes to women’s job and education opportunities, 66% are dissatisfied with women’s 
 opportunities in Faryab. Both genders are dissatisfied with the situation. Previously there has been 
 a positive trend on this subject (Figure 5.16), but since April 2013 the results have not followed 
 this trend. The results in October 2014 are more positive than in April 2013, and about the same 
 as in October 2013. Looking one year ahead, about half of the respondents believe it will stay the 
 same, while 33% and 15% think the opportunities will become respectively better and worse. 


This is slightly more optimistic than last year.  


Figure 5.16  How satisfied are you with women’s job and education opportunities? 


  


In general, the opinions of women and men in the survey are fairly similar. This similarity in 
 opinions may be due to no significant difference of opinion between the genders, or it could be 
 due to the fact that none of the women were alone with the interviewer during the interview.21
 Other persons present could be family members, friends or neighbours.  


One area where the opinions differ is the impression of the Afghan security forces and the 
 government. Women’s impression of the government, ANA and ANP is in general more positive. 


In addition, women are in general more positive to the security situation and the availability of 
 water. 


5.7  Pashtuns 


The major ethnic groups living in Faryab are Uzbeks, Tajiks, Turkmen and Pashtuns [19]. The 
 Uzbek group is the largest ethnic group, which is reflected in the surveys, and holds the most 
        


21 Women who speak their opinion may challenge the culture of what is acceptable in Afghanistan and may 
 be afraid of speaking their mind freely. 


-100 %
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powerful positions in the province government and authorities. Due to ethnic tensions between 
 the Uzbeks and Pashtuns, this has led to an unfair distribution of goods to the Pashtuns. The 
 Faryab Survey includes a booster of respondents from Pashtun villages in order to better cover the 
 Pashtun perception of the situation. This chapter compares the result from these Pashtun villages 
 to the overall average in Faryab. 


As seen in previous waves, the Pashtun minority is significantly worse off in relation to living 
 standards than the average in Faryab. Figure 5.17 shows that for 99% of the Pashtuns in wave 9 
 live with poor roads and with poor or no access to water and electricity (one day a week or less). 


The corresponding number for the overall population of Faryab is 78%. 


Figure 5.17  Living standard comparisons between Pashtuns and Faryab (main sample). 


The Pashtun minority is also significantly worse off compared to the average in Faryab 


concerning development projects. Figure 5.18 shows that for Pashtuns in wave 9, 73% have never 
 seen NGO representatives in their area. The corresponding number for the overall population of 
 Faryab is 31%. And when asked if there have been implemented aid projects in the past 12 
 months, which have benefited their community, 97% answer no. The corresponding number for 
 the overall population of Faryab is 81%.22


       


22 4% in Faryab did not know or refused to answer. 


1. High quality road, access to water and electricity 6 to 7 days per week 
 2. Good road, access to water and electricity 4 to 5 days per week 
 3. Fair road, access to water and electricity 1 to 3 days per week 
 4. Poor road, access to water and electricity 1 day per week 


5. Poor or no road, no or very infrequent access to water and electricity 
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Figure 5.18  How often do you see NGO representatives in your area? 


The Pashtuns’ satisfaction with the situation is shown in Figure 5.19 (the corresponding numbers 
 for Faryab are shown in Figure 5.11). The Pashtuns are generally more negative to the situation 
 compared with the average in Faryab. This might derive from the poorer living conditions and 
 from the fewer aid projects in these villages. The largest differences in a negative direction are in 
 the areas of availability of education for children, security at school, availability of electricity, 
 ability to move safely in their area and security. For the remainder of the surveyed areas, the 
 Pashtuns are approximately as satisfied/dissatisfied as the average in Faryab. One positive finding 
 is that the Pashtuns are significantly more satisfied than the average in Faryab with the 


availability of clean water for drinking (84% compared to 65%).  


Figure 5.19  How satisfied are the Pashtuns with the…? 
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The Pashtuns share the opinion of the rest of Faryab that the Afghan National Police (ANP) and 
 the people themselves are the most important security providers. Positively, the Pashtuns agree 
 that the ANP is the main security provider. 42% replied that the ANP is an important security 
 provider, compared with 28% replying that it is the people themselves. Local elders / Shuras are 
 stated as third, with 14%, and local commanders have 12%. Regarding the ANP, this level is the 
 second lowest result. 23   


When it comes to the impression of the security forces, the Pashtuns are more negative compared 
 to the population overall in Faryab (and also compared with previous waves). 54% of the 


Pashtunes have a good impression of the police, compared to 68% overall in Faryab. However, 
 88% agree that the ANP is honest and fair with the people (84% overall in Faryab). Also, with 
 regards to professionalism, 74% say the ANP is unprofessional, compared to 62% overall in 
 Faryab. This is far worse than last year. 


52% Pashtuns have a good impression of the army. This is much lower compared to 72% overall 
 in Faryab. However, 84% believe the ANA is honest and fair with the people, compared to 85% 


overall in Faryab. Similarly, 46% reply that the ANA is unprofessional, compared to 52% overall 
 in Faryab.  


Fewer Pashtunes felt safe during the election compared to overall in Faryab: 36% of the 
 Pashtunes felt it was safe enough for people in their area to vote, compared to 55% overall in 
 Faryab. In addition, fewer Pashtuns feel free to express their political opinion in their area: only 
 23% feel free to express their political opinion in their area, compared to 52% overall in Faryab. 


       


23 In April 2013, 38% agreed that the ANP was the main security provider. 
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6  Conclusions 


The Faryab Survey provides an insight into the population’s perception of its own situation. 


Wave 9 was conducted in October 2014, two years after the withdrawal of the international 
 military forces from the province. On many topics the results since the withdrawal have had a 
 negative trend. On others, e.g. in what direction things are going in Faryab, it has been steady for 
 the last two years. 


The result in October 2014 shows that only 39% of the respondents believe things are going in the 
 right direction in Faryab today, while 33% state the opposite. The trend the last two years is that 
 more and more believe it is a mixed situation, with some things going in the right direction while 
 others go in the wrong direction. 


The survey can be used to assess how the people in Faryab stand regarding the four transition 
 criteria (Section 1.1): 


•  Afghan National Security Force (ANSF) are capable of shouldering additional 
 security tasks with less assistance from ISAF 


The overall impression of the Afghan National Security Forces is still good. Around 70% 


say that the police and army are leaving a good impression on the people. This is about 
 the same as in October 2012.  


In October 2014, and two years after the withdrawal of ISAF, 43% of the respondents 
 consider the Afghan National Police (ANP) to be an important security provider in their 
 districts. This is a marked drop compared to the previous waves. One reason for this 
 might be that the Arbaki has become more important, which might be due to lack of 
 national security forces and/or a result of cultural aspects where the Arbaki is a tribal 
 security system. 


Another reason that less people considers the ANP to be the most important security 
 provider might be the visibility of the police. There is a marked drop after the withdrawal 
 and transition of the security responsibility where about 45% see the ANP once a week or 
 more, while half a year prior to the withdrawal, in April 2012, 63% saw the ANP once a 
 week or more. 


Still, during the election period in 2014 the ANSF (together with the National Directorate 
 of Security (NDS)) foiled several attacks in Faryab. 


•  Security is at a level that allows the population to pursue routine daily activities 
Prior to and during the presidential and provincial council election there were several 
severe security incidents in Faryab. This is reflected in 43% of the respondents saying it 
was not safe enough to vote in their area in the election of 2014. 
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The general perception of the security situation has had a negative trend where less and 
 less people say they are satisfied with the security situation. In October 2014, only 35% 


reply that they are satisfied with the situation. A negative result in the autumn might be 
 due to a seasonal variation. 


•  Local governance is sufficiently developed so that security will not be undermined as 
 ISAF assistance is reduced 


The overall perception of the government has been good, but with a declining support 
 amongst the population. In October 2014, 57% express that the provincial government in 
 Maimanah does a good job. Still, 73% state that corruption is a problem amongst the 
 provincial government officials. 


When it comes to justice and the rule of law, 34% would go to an Afghan state court if 
 they had a dispute. 23% would go to the local Shura/Jirga, and 33% would use both in the 
 case of a dispute. 10% would use neither. The trend throughout the Faryab Survey is that 
 fewer people state that they would go to an Afghan state court, while more say they 
 would use both the state court and the local Shura/Jirga in case of a dispute. 


After the election in April 2014 fewer people say they would vote in an election. They 
 might have become more reluctant due to the security threats and incidents prior to and 
 during the recent election.  


•  ISAF is postured properly to thin out as ANSF capabilities increase and threat levels 
 diminish 


ISAF posture is not relevant after the transition.  


The transition criteria aside: Unemployment has consistently been considered to be the single 
 largest problem in Faryab. In October 2014, nearly as many believe that lack of security is the 
 biggest problem.  


The results of October 2014 are likely to be the final in the Faryab Survey series. Whether or not 
the needs on ground have been met requires more in-depth analysis of the data combined with 
other data sources. 
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