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Abstract 


The Norsemen settled in Greenland ca. 985 AD and inhabited the island for some 500 
 hundred years far from the cultural hub of the European continent. These settlers left 
 behind settlement concentrations containing a high density of church buildings, 
 residential dwellings, and structures connected to animal husbandry. Sometime in the 
 15th – 16th centuries, Norsemen gave up these settlements under uncertain 


circumstances. Since then, researchers have attempted to find detailed explanations on 
 the demise of the Norse settlements in Greenland. Among others, climatic changes, 
 diseases, external and internal conflicts are brought up, aiming to explain what caused 
 the deterioration in this Arctic environment. Recently human impact and its interferences 
 are continually gaining ground in the archaeological research of Norse Greenland.  


My research and questions are focusing on this human impact to study and unfold the 
 different decisions and responses Norse settlers made or did not make in the changing 
 milieu of the 14th -15th centuries. First and foremost, I intend to concentrate on the 
 Greenlanders identity as this could have affected their decision – making process, 
 namely why they responded in such a way. My study aims the religious sphere of their 
 identity and the tangible material which mediates their belief influenced by Christianity. 


The Roman Church determined and controlled almost every aspect of the settlers’ life in 
 the Middle Ages from hierarchy and economic matters to behavior and decision – making 
 concerning the whole Christian community.  


Besides studying past identity, I would also like to address the subject of the cultural 
 heritage in present-day Greenland. This study field is fascinating and complex because of 
 the various cultural elements that form the island’s cultural landscape. In my thesis, this 
 multi-colored attribute of cultural heritage is represented through the case study of 
 Kujataa World Heritage Site. In the five component- areas of Kujataa, several different 
 branches of cultural heritage (pre-Eskimo, medieval Norse, Inuit, and Colonial Danish) 
 meet and interact with each other. This case study can contribute to the research 


question on how the local Inuit population perceives these old Norse elements – analyzed 
 previously in the first section - from the Middle Ages.   


The study identified that the settlers’ decisions had a considerable contribution to the fall 
 of the Norse settlements in the Middle Ages. Instead of using their resources to accustom 
 the environmental and climatic changes, the settlers enhanced their identity in order to 
 avoid exclusion from the Christian- European word. Their ethnic purity and European 
 farming traditions were more crucial than the survival of their whole community on the 
 island.  


Furthermore, the research found out that present-day Inuit inhabitants consider these 
Norse elements as part of a foreign culture differing from their legacy. On the other 
hand, current tendencies display that particular Norse features are continuously entering 
into Inuit cultural heritage, such as farming and sheep grazing traditions.  
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Sammendrag 


Den Norrøne befolkningen bosatte seg på Grønland i ca. 985 e.Kr. og bebodde øya i 
 rundt 500 hundre år, langt fra det kulturelle knutepunktet på det europeiske kontinentet. 


Disse innbyggerne etterlot seg bosettingskonsentrasjoner som inneholder høy tetthet av 
 kirkebygninger, boliger og strukturer knyttet til jordbruk og fehold. En gang i det 


fjortende eller femtende århundret, ga grønlenderne opp disse bosetningene av ukjente 
 årsaker. Siden den gang har forskere prøvd å finne forklaringer på nedgangen til den 
 norrøne bosetningen på Grønland. Noen av de mulige forklaringene har vært 


sykdommer, endringer i klimaet samt interne og eksterne konflikter. I senere tid har 
 menneskelig påvirkning fått stadig større armslag i den arkeologiske forskningen på 
 norrønt Grønland. 


Mitt forskningsfelt og min problemstilling fokuserer på denne menneskelige påvirkningen 
 for å studere og avdekke de forskjellige avgjørelsene som norrøne innbyggerne tok eller 
 lot være å ta i det skiftende miljøet fra 1300- til 1500-tallet. Først og fremst har jeg 
 konsentrert meg om grønlendernes identitet, da dette kunne ha påvirket 


beslutningsprosessene deres og, hvorfor de svarte på endringene på den måten de 
 gjorde. Denne studien tar sikte på den religiøse siden ved deres identitet, og det 
 håndgripelige materialet som formidler deres tro påvirket av Kristendommen. Den 
 Romerske Kirken kontrollerte og satte preg på nesten alle aspekter av bosetternes liv i 
 middelalderen, fra hierarki og økonomiske forhold til oppførsel og bestemmelser om det 
 kristne samfunnet. 


I tillegg til å studere fortidens identitet, tar jeg også opp temaet rundt dagens kulturarv 
 på Grønland. Dette studiefeltet er virkelig interessant og sammensatt på grunn av de 
 forskjellige kulturelle elementene som danner øyas kulturlandskap. I min avhandling er 
 denne mangfoldige kulturarven representert gjennom casestudien til Kujataa UNESCO 
 verdensarvsted. I de fem komponentområdene til Kujataa møtes flere forskjellige 
 retninger av kulturarv (palaeo-eskimo, middelalderens Norrøne, Inuitter og dansk) og 
 samhandler med hverandre. Denne casestudien bidrar til problemstillingen min om 
 hvordan den lokale inuitbefolkningen oppfatter disse gamle norrøne elementene - 
 analysert tidligere i første seksjon - fra middelalderen. 


Studien identifiserte at bosetternes beslutninger hadde et betydelig bidrag til kollapsen 
 av den norrøne bosettingen i middelalderen. I stedet for å bruke ressursene sine til å 
 tilpasse seg til de miljømessige og klimatiske endringene, fremhevet de deres identitet 
 for å unngå utestengelse fra den kristen-europeiske verden. Deres etniske renhet og 
 europeiske jordbrukstradisjoner var enda mer avgjørende enn overlevelsen av samfunnet 
 på øya.  


Videre tyder forskningen på at dagens Inuitter anser disse norrøne elementene som en 
del av en fremmed kultur som skiller seg fra deres kulturarv. På den andre siden viser 
dagens tendens at spesielle norrøne trekk inngår kontinuerlig i Inuit - kulturarv som for 
eksempel arktiske jordbruk-; og beitetradisjoner. 
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Foreword 


It has just struck me like a thunderbolt that, after five years of studying archaeology, in 
 two different countries, in two different languages, two theses, many exams and essays I 
 could soon call myself officially an archaeologist. Finishing master studies is a milestone 
 in my life, which I never believed it could come true a couple of years ago. If somebody 
 told me that I would study archaeology in Norway in a foreign language, I would have 
 probably laughed about it. It seemed impossible that I could achieve this even though I 
 have always been a motivated and perfectionist student. Frankly, it had not been an easy 
 process until I got here, sometimes it was challenging but, at the same time, instructive 
 and entertaining just as writing my master thesis. I was lucky enough to be supported by 
 many different people; teachers, friends, and family without whom this thesis would have 
 never born.  


A famous Hungarian proverb professes, ”A good priest learns until his death” is 


something that I wish to live up for. I intend to learn new things and venture further in 
 the sea (of archaeology in my case) as the Norsemen did some 1000 years ago. My thirst 
 for knowledge is indeed drainless, which probably can be indulged, gaining a PhD. in 
 archaeology. Who knows, maybe it is time to add one more country and language to the 
 list of ”languages and countries where Anna studied archaeology.” While this part of the 
 future is yet unsure, I am certain that the following people will support me in pursuing 
 my further dreams. They were the ones who believed in me and reassured me that I 
 could do it when I sometimes lost my motivation and hopes during writing my thesis. 


Therefore, this paper is just as their merits as mine. 


First and foremost, I would like to thank my supervisors, Marek. E Jasinski and Terje 
 Brattli, for all of their help. On our longspun meetings personally and then virtually, I 
 always got useful tips and comments from both of my supervisors. I wish to express my 
 gratitude to Marek, who introduced me to the subject and always encouraged me and to 
 Terje, who always had some keynote ideas on these meetings. These were crucial in the 
 process as they made me see the subject also from other perspectives.  


I would also thank my teachers and the participants of our ”Masterkonferanse” even if it 
 was organized only once during my master studies due to the Covid-19 pandemic. I am 
 incredibly thankful for Hein Bjartmann Bjerck organizing this conference and giving 
 fruitful suggestions regarding my thesis.  


Honestly, I have to conclude that this thesis is the result of many researchers’ 


contributions across the North Atlantic region. I wish to thank Jette Arneborg, Hans 
 Harmsen, and Jan Brendalsmo for providing literature lists and useful information 


understanding particular processes, phenomenons, and objects in a Greenlandic context. 


I would like to particularly thank Elizabeth A. Pierce for providing me her Ph.D. 


dissertation. I am obliged to Alibak Hard and Christian Koch Madsen for being my 


interviewees in order to acquire information about cultural heritage in Greenland. Without 
 the help of these specialists, this thesis would have never born.  


I am grateful to my classmates for accepting me in their enclosed Norwegian class. Even 
 if we could not meet personally in our ”lesesal”, it was always helpful that we could 
 discuss and exchange essential matters on the thesis in the ”master chat”.   


Fortunately, I have a wonderful family in Hungary, whom I am immensely thankful for. 


They have always supported me no matter what, from the far distance upon our daily 
 calls. Even if they sometimes thought that I am a little crazy to move so far from home, 
 they showed comprehension and concern. I love you more than anything, Mum, Dad, 
 Dóra, Csabi, and my cute nephew Marci. I hope we can meet soon.  


My friends were also of great help, even though they cannot understand my great 
passion for archaeology entirely. Thank you for your help, and that you made my day so 
many times! 
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Last but not least, I would like to thank my boyfriend, Levi, who has been my greatest 
 supporter since we met almost six years ago. He encouraged and believed in me, 
 particularly when I myself lost my faith. Without him, I would not have moved to 
 Norway, and I would have given up on the first occasion when we hit an obstacle.  
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1. Introduction 


1.1 Preface 


Greenland (Kalaallit Nunaat)1 is the world's largest island, situated between the Arctic 
 and the Atlantic Ocean. It has been inhabited since ca. 2500 BC. when the first 


population wave of Paleo-Eskimo cultures migrated to Greenland, from the territory of 
 present-day Canada. The last phase of these palaeo-cultures diasappeared sometime 
 1300 AD in Greenland, and the neo-eskimo Thule-culture emerged from the 12th century. 


After the setting and re-setting of different Arctic cultures through 3500 years, the 
 Norsemen arrived and settled at the previously uninhabited south-west coast in the 10th 
 century, ca. 986 AD. Their settlements thrived for nearly 500 years when sometime in 
 the 15th century, these Norse colonies lost contact with the rest of the world and 
 disappeared in history.   


As a result of this mystery of the settlements' demise, the medieval Norse colony in 
 Greenland has always been central to the Nordic archaeological research. It 


demonstrates the classic result of a full biological and cultural desolation very well, 
 namely that the island was depopulated and disappeared from written sources in the 
 1500s. Although Greenland's history and material culture can be regarded as a well-
 researched subject, we have not yet got a definitive, complete explanation of the 
 collapse or what eventually happened to the Norse population. 


After the downfall, the Norse settlers left behind various cultural traces, which are 
 dispersed in two settlement concentrations: the Western and the Eastern Settlement. 


These cannot be regarded as settlements in a modern sense; they were more likely 
 loosely conjoined farms with adherent buildings, churches, pastoral grounds, and other 
 cultural materials bearing testimony the presence of their culture. These cultural 
 elements can provide us valuable information about what life was in this arctic 
 environment, how the society was organized but at the same time can contribute to 
 study the collapse from an archaeological perspective. Although these tangible traces do 
 not come out of anything: they are the products of different practices, traditions, and 
 roots, thus the outcomes of the settlers' cultural identity. Studying this identity will be 
 the main focus of this dissertation.  


I have always been interested in how different ethnical groups define themselves, to 
 what extent they keep and tend their cultural identity primarily upon migration to 
 another territory. I can relate to this situation as I myself, am a Hungarian living and 
 studying in Norway, a country which, although laying in the same continent, differs from 
 my native land to a greater extent. How does this re-location change my cultural identity, 
 and in what way? Does it have an impact and affect my decisions? Although Greenland 
 does not differ from other countries in the North Atlantic as much as Hungary from 
 Norway, the Norse settlers could experience and face slightly different circumstances in 
 Greenland than the ones they got used to in their homeland. How did this change their 
 concept about the world? At all, what extent does cultural identity influence our decisions 
 in every-day, ordinary things and more serious, changing matters such as a collapse? 


Many-times, climate and nature are described as harsh and challenging for their 


inhabitants in the North Atlantic region along with Greenland, where drift-ice is another 
 aggravating factor. When I first heard my supervisor, Marek E. Jasinski presenting the 
        


1 Meaning the “land of the Kalaallit” in indigenous Greenlandic language. Kalaallit means “people” in 
Greenlandic, the self-appellation that Inuit use for themselves.  
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Norse settlements in Greenland as a possible thesis subject, I immediately thought: how 
 was that possible to build a medieval colony in such harsh climatic conditions and on an 
 apparently solitary island? As I have always been fascinated about human adaption in 
 extreme circumstances such as alpinists who climb the highest peaks or divers who 
 submerge to the deepest point of the ocean, I have become genuinely keen about this 
 topic. Moreover, just after I learned that these settlers left behind prominent church 
 architecture and religious objects, I got enthusiastic. It is an open secret that I have a 
 soft spot for medieval churches in my heart: their constructions and sacred spheres have 
 been fascinating me ever since my childhood. It is indeed outstanding what human 
 beings could build or create out of religious devotion.   


Afterward, I began to read and gain knowledge about Norse traces; then I started to 
 think about today's cultural heritage: what is the situation today in the island? My 
 supervisor kindly introduced me to the so-called Greenland case a political debate 
 between Norway and Denmark over the legal right to the island (see chapter 2.2.3) and 
 the position of cultural heritage in Greenland, i.e., that three cultural sectors make 
 present-day Greenland's heritage: the Inuit, the Norse, and the Danish. That was the 
 point when I have become honestly interested in the subject, and after a couple of 


exchanged emails, I found out that little has been published about these matters from an 
 Inuit perspective. I find the situation genuinely fascinating: living in your own country 
 and tending your traditions and cultural heritage, which additionally contains a legacy 
 owned by a different ethnicity.   


1.2 Short history of Greenland 


The first pre-Eskimo migrants moved to Greenland 
 from Alaska ca. 2500-900 BC. This was the Pre-
 Dorset culture, which is known in two related 
 variants: the Independence I culture and the 
 Saqqaq culture (figure 1). Members of these 
 cultures were Arctic hunters focusing both on 
 marine and terrestrial mammals. As the 


zooarchaeological remains show, their main preys 
 were seals, walruses, and polar bears. They rapidly 
 moved eastwards across the Arctic and from around 
 2400 BC, forming a simultaneous, uniformed culture 
 with the same lithic technology and traditions from 
 Alaska to Greenland, often called the Arctic Small 
 Tool Tradition. This Pre-Dorset culture can be found 
 all over Greenland with the main concentration of 
 sites in Northeast and on the mid-west coast. Their 
 settlements situated typically on gravel beaches 
 from where people would have great views to the 
 sea and thus their prey. Although regional 


differences and details are furthermore not known 
 for researchers, whereas the reasons for the 


culture's disappearance c. 1000/900 BC (Andreasen 
 et.a. 1999: 65-66, Andreasen 2003: 287-288, 
 Gulløv 2004: 39-41, 51).  


Figure 1 - Population movements and 
expansions from ca. 2500 BC (Gulløv 
2004: 22) 



(18)3 


From ca. 800/900 BC onward, the Canadian Dorset-culture - also called Independence 
 II culture - arrived and settled mainly in the same areas as members of the Pre-Dorset 
 culture (figure 1). They exploited the same marine resources with some local variations. 


They brought new architecture features and new types of equipment. This culture also 
 disappeared c. 0/200 AD. From this period till circa 800 AD, there is a hiatus in human 
 occupation in Greenland, which raises questions about the development of cultures 
 among researchers (Andreasen 2003: 291, Grønnow & Sørensen 2006: 70-71).   


After this interval, between 800 AD and 1300 AD, a late Dorset-culture appeared in the 
 northwest part of Greenland (figure 1). It is still a debate on whether this culture is a 
 result of migration or local development of the present population; it is unknown what 
 relation late Dorset and Independence II cultures had. When the Dorset-culture 
 disappeared in the 1300s, they left behind the last paleo - Eskimo traces (Andreasen 
 2003: 297, Gulløv 2004: 173, 200, Petersen 2000: 340). 


The last archaeologically known neo - Eskimo culture, the Thule-culture, appeared in 
 Greenland in the 12th century. Their cultural history goes back two thousand years, when 
 in the Bering Sea region, the first neo-Eskimo culture, the old Bering Sea culture 


emerged. They hunted first and foremost large sea-mammals such as the baleen whale. 


At the end of the first millennium, they followed the routes of such animals eastwards, 
 through the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, and eventually reached Greenland in the 12th
 century. From this period onward, they made several contacts with the Norsemen (see 
 next paragraph), which resulted in a high number of exchanged (or obtained?) objects in 
 Thule sites. (Andreasen et al. 1999: 66-67, Grønnow & Sørensen 2006: 71-72).  


Although geographically, the island belongs to the American continent, culturally and 
 politically, Southern Greenland has been part of Europe since the Middle Ages. The Norse 
 colonization of Greenland happened from Iceland under the leadership of Eiríkur 


Rauði (Erik the Red). According to the sagas Erik was originally from Rogaland, Norway 
 the land which his family had to fled because his father was accused of homicide. After 
 the family settled first in Iceland Erik growing up was also exiled and journeyed further 
 westwards in Artic waters. He established the first Norse colony in c. 985/986 AD by 
 landing on the island today called Greenland. Erik together with other colonization 
 families settled along the inner fjord areas in south-west Greenland which have been the 
 best pastoral lands for grazing and crop production (GHM I:206).  


The religion of these settlers is a well-disputed subject: the only sure thing is that 
 Greenland became the subject of Nidaros Archbishopric in 1125. It was that date when 
 Arnald, the first Bishop of Garðar (today’s Igaliku), Greenland, was ordained. From that 
 time onward, only bishops of Norwegian origin were appointed to serve as clergymen in 
 Greenland. Interestingly, it was only after this date, in 1261, when the Norse settlements 
 in Greenland voluntarily became the subject of the Norwegian king, Håkon Håkonsson. 


Until ca. 1250-1300, Greenland was an essential body in the North Atlantic trading 
 network, importing skin of different Arctic animals, rope, and even high prestige goods 
 such as narwhal and walrus tooth (Arneborg 2015: 143-144). 


 From the 14th century onward, Europe got into a financial decline with rising food prices 
and descending luxury items fares. This situation was worsened by the several waves of 
the Black Death, causing high population loss. It is not sure whether these outbreaks 
ever reached Greenland, but it surely affected its hinterlands: both Norway and Iceland 
suffered substantial damages in different periods of the disease. Thus even if not directly, 
Greenland was influenced through its trading network, which provided income and every-
day utensils and mediums (iron, timber, clay) lacking on the island. Additionally, walrus-
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ivory trade was gradually replaced by the elephant - ivory market upon discovering new 
 commerce routes to the Mediterranean (Keller 2010: 15-17).  


In 1350 the Western Settlement was reported to be deserted. Its cause was referred to 
 as the attack of the Skrælinger (the Norse term used for people from the Thule-culture). 


Several written sources account for ambushes of Inuit people causing casualties in the 
 Norse population (McGovern 2000: 336).  


The last resident bishop of Greenland, Alf died in 1378, whereafter no successors were 
 ever appointed as bishop and sent to Greenland. At the same time, written accounts 
 report on that the Christian beliefs of the Norsemen were somewhat weakened: news 
 describes people performing pagan rituals and worshipping foreign gods on the island 
 (Arneborg 2015: 147).   


The last written record about Norse Greenland is from 1408, which accounts for a 
 wedding happening at Hvalsey church. This source also mentions the somewhat 


adulterous nature of Norse Greenlanders as two Icelanders were present to oversee the 
 wedding being performed according to Christian practices. After this date, Norse 


Greenland did not appear in written sources, and contacts vanished with the rest of the 
 world. Afterward, the Thule-culture gradually spread south along east and west of 
 Greenland. From the 16th century, they can be found all over the country (figure 1) 
 (Keller 1989: 30-31).   


From centuries onward, Norwegian kings and clergymen were engaged by the cause of 
 Norse Greenland: missionaries and expeditions were sent and launched to find living 
 descendants of the Norse settlers and win the presumed pagan population to Christ. 


Fragmentary records concerning Greenland were produced by seafarers who infrequently 
 wandered in the near of the Greenlandic coast. It is uncertain whether they reached and 
 ever set foot on the island. It was until 1721, when a Norwegian-born priest Hans Egede 
 landed on the island and thus started the process of modern colonization of Greenland 
 (Krogh 1982: 20-21).  


Due to this Danish colonization from the 18th century, today the demography of the 
 island is composite: beside the majority of Thule-Inuit population (some 88 %) including 
 Inuit-Danish mixed, the minority of Danes and other European ethnicities (mainly 


Norwegian) is existent in Greenland. Nevertheless, Greenland is currently subject to the 
 Kingdom of Denmark, it is an autonomous territory with its own parliament and thus 
 decision rights. Among others it has the authority to manage and tend these diverse 
 cultural identities and heritages occurring in modern Greenland (Hard; Madsen, personal 
 communication). 


1.3 Subjects and aims of the thesis  


The main subject of my thesis is this divergent cultural identity, which bound together 
 the two main sections discussed in this dissertation. However, dealing elaborately with 
 every aspect of this subject would exceed my thesis. Therefore, I have narrowed down 
 my dissertation to two discussions. In the first half of my thesis, I intend to concentrate 
 on the contribution of the Norsemen’s identity to the collapse of the Norse settlements in 
 Greenland. For this I cannot omit discussing adherent theories created to find the 


possible cause of the demise. Of these, I intend to focus primarly on one aspect: the 
 human decisions made in the deterioration. From my point of view, these decisions were 
 crucial in the process of the settlements' demise. My aim is though not responding to the 


"what question" – what were these decisions- but rather to the "why question" – why 
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they reacted in this way. Decisions – either made in every-day matters or more serious 
 issues -   were indeed the products of the settlers’ cultural identity. I acknowledge 
 Vésteinsson's opinion that the Roman Church had a dominant role in the Middle Ages 
 (Vésteinsson 2000: 1-2) and was the most prominent channel through which ideas and 
 traditions were transmitted and got to even more remote areas, like Greenland. Religion 
 affected almost every sphere of peoples' lives in the Middle Ages: from daily objects, like 
 loom weights with the adherent Christian interpretation and beliefs to large, stone 


churches, the sacred space where these notions were practiced. 


As one's identity in the Middle Ages was defined by religion, that is, Christianity, to a 
 great extent, it is essential to study the religious atmosphere and particular ecclesiastical 
 objects. When I write religious objects, I imply artifacts that are associated with religious 
 meanings or practices, were found in the ecclesiastical context, and/or used for religious 
 purposes. In addition to the tangible material, I intend to study the spiritual spaces of 
 that religion, namely medieval church buildings, their traditions, and influences. I hope 
 that analyzing ecclesiastical structures will give me a better understanding and new 
 perspective about identity. My thesis aims to uncover different aspects of the settlers' 
 cultural identity and to what extent Norse retained this “European” identity sprang from 
 Christianity through studying ecclesiastical objects and constructions, which are the 
 physical materializations of personal and liturgical devotions. My main research question 
 addresses this aspect: the role that cultural identity played in the Norse Greenlanders' 
 decisions regarding the deterioration of their settlements.  


Hence, I have formulated my central research question as follows:  


- To what extent and how did the settlers' cultural identity contribute to the deterioration 
 of the Norse settlements in Greenland?  


I intend to study identity and how peoples define themselves, but not only in the past but 
 also in the present. In the second section, the thesis I am writing will address the issue 
 and the research field around today's cultural heritage in Greenland. Likewise, in the first 
 section, the focus will be placed on identity, which is created by the cultural heritage and 
 the feeling of belonging to a particular group with the same identity. The aim is to study 
 how this cultural heritage is perceived and practiced by Modern Greenlanders. The 
 situation today is very interesting and complex due to the different branches of cultural 
 heritage that form the island's cultural landscape. On the one hand, cultural heritage 
 incorporates medieval Norse traces found in the Eastern and Western Settlement. Some 
 of them are still visible above ground despite the local utilization of the buildings' 


material. Secondly, different elements of pre and neo Eskimo dwellings and activities 
 from ca. 2500 BC make the second branch of the cultural heritage in Greenland. Lastly, 
 as the island of Greenland belongs to Danish sovereignty today, and therefor heritage 
 also covers cultural elements of Danish origin from the 18th century onward.   


Accordingly, my supplementary research question is created along these lines:  


- What role does the cultural heritage of Norse settlements in Greenland play in today's 
 national narratives of this cultural-historical phenomenon? 


How do Inuit perceive these medieval Norse cultural traces? Have these become a part of 
 modern Greenlanders' cultural heritage? Does the present-day Inuit’s cultural identity 
 differ from their predecessors'? 


After I discussed identity concerning both past and present matters, I intend to compare 
the two components. However, identities of past and present Greenlanders do not 
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compound i.e., different influences and circumstances affected them, both bear common 
 features: the two had/have to manage in the arctic conditions of Greenland, and they 
 share mutual cultural elements. Herewith, I deal with my terminal field of research: could 
 Norse settlers survive the downfall if they would have adapted a present-day like cultural 
 identity? What can we learn from the deterioration in the past in the light of current 
 climate changes? Do modern Greenlanders face the same consequences as their 
 predecessor in Norse Greenland? 


1.4 Limitations 


The subject, the geographical expansion, and the volume of the archaeological material 
 are all three wide-ranging and extensive. Hundreds of books and articles discuss the 
 Norse settlements in Greenland; a great many researchers deal with the subject from all 
 around the world. Matters concerning this field of research would fit in a Ph.D. or even a 
 doctoral dissertation. Thus I attempted to lay down boundaries that could correspond to 
 the requirements and the frame of a master thesis.  


Time 


Regarding the period, my thesis is mainly limited to the Middle Ages (1030-1537), 
 although the first Norse colonist could settle on Greenland already in the 10th century. 


According to the Landnåmabok (The Book of Settlement), this had happened in 985 AD.; 


thus, the first settlement period (985-1030) took place during the latest phase of the 
 Viking Age (800-1030). The exact ending date of the Norse settlements in Greenland is 
 ambiguous, but most likely, it does not exceed the boundaries of the Middle Ages.  


At the same time, matters discussed in the second section go beyond historical periods: 


studying the cultural heritage of today’s 
 Greenlanders is a contemporary field of 
 research.  


Geographic 


In general, my thesis will concern the whole 
 area of Greenland, as the concept of identity 
 does not have physical boundaries; it occurs 
 wherever human beings and their cultures are 
 present. However, cultural material analyzed 
 in studying identity is geographically limited: 


my thesis will focus on these sources 
 recovered at both the Eastern and the 


Western Settlements. The Eastern Settlement 
 is situated on the south-west coast of 


Greenland, between ca. 59-61o north, which 
 areas now compromise the municipalities of 
 Nanortalik, Julianehåb (Qaqortoq) and 


Narsaq. Approximately 450 km up North, the 
 Western Settlement is located at the west 
 coast in the Godthåb (Nuuk) area, between 
 ca. 63-65o north. The two settlement 


concentrations enclose ca, 20.200 km2: while 
 the Western Settlement is some 7900 km2, 
 the Eastern settlement extends to 12.300 


Figure 2 - Map displaying the Eastern 
(Østerbygden), Middle (Mellembygden) and 
Western (Vesterbygden) Settlements (Gulløv 
2004: 224)
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km2. In the archaeological research sometimes a third settlement concentration is 
 referred to: the Middle Settlement (figure 2). The presented case study in chapter 9. – 
 Kujataa – incorporates several sites, and their buffer zone situated alongside the inner 
 fjord area of the Eastern settlement (see chapter 9.) (Keller 1989: 27, Madsen 2014: 


28).  


Material 


Identity can be recovered and reflected through a vast amount of objects, practices, and 
 buildings. In order to fit the volume of the material in the boundaries of a master thesis, 
 I needed to narrow down the material: from the above described religious objects valued 
 personal items are chosen which together with the sacred spaces will be in focus. On the 
 other hand, in section two, the world heritage site of Kujataa will provide the required 
 material to study the cultural identity of modern Greenlanders.  


1.5 Definitions and appellations 


Several concepts and definitions used in this thesis have ambiguous meaning or are 
 employed differently in each context or by different research fields. Therefore, I need to 
 clarify which interpretations and in what way they are exploited in my dissertation.  


The term landnåm is used upon several occasions, which in this context implies the 
 period of the colonization hence the process in which Greenland was settled from Iceland 
 by the Norsemen. Additionally, in research landnåm also indicates a short period 


following the settlement era.  


Norsemen is the most used phrase when matters and dwellers in the Middle Ages are 
 described. This term indicates people living in the North Atlantic in the Middle Ages who 
 spoke Old Norse language. Occasionally, the variations of Norse settlers or past 


Greenlanders are utilized. I have avoided using modern terms like Norwegians or 


Icelanders, however there is no doubt that these were the homelands to many settlers in 
 this period.  


For today’s inhabitants in Greenland, I refer to the appellation Inuit (or 


eventually Kalaallit). Sometimes the phrase, present or modern Greenlanders are used 
 although these terms indicate all people living in today’s Greenland including Inuit, 
 Danish, mixed Inuit-Danish and other ethnicities. In the matter of past issues, I employ 
 the appellations pre-Eskimo and neo-Eskimo terms, simply because they are the most 
 commonly used in scholarly literature.  


In every case I have adopted the Old Norse spellings of place-; and personal - names 
 such as Brattahlíð, Garðar or Eiríkur Rauði. These will be always followed by their 
 present-day appellations or anglicised versions.  


Regarding ruinegrupper (ruin-groups) in the Norse settlements, I choose to adopt the 
 original denotations used in Scandinavian scholarly literature. Therefore, ruin group-
 numbers start with Ø can be found in Østerbygden (the Eastern Settlement), and 
 remains begin with V are situated in Vesterbygden (the Western Settlement).  


1.6 Thesis structure 


In general, my thesis can be divided up for two main sections: the discussion of the past 
and the analysis of present identity. However, these are conjoined matters possessing 
similar aspects which intersect with each other over time.  
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Chapter 2 will display the history of research up to now in Greenland. Here I intend to 
 present a short research history of general Greenlandic research, and more detailed 
 subsections of research in Christianity and religious material and cultural heritage. In 
 Chapter 3 theoretical approaches - used in this thesis - will be covered, while Chapter 4 
 discusses methods that I intend to work within my dissertation. The position of the 
 medieval Norse settlements in Greenland in the North Atlantic region is the main subject 
 of Chapter 5. In this section the settlements’ colonization, structure, trading network, 
 and church organization will be discussed. Chapter 6 will discuss the Norse settlements’ 


collapse and the adherent theories. The physical materialization of the Norsemen’ identity 
will be in focus in Chapter 7 and 8: the former deals with valued religious objects while 
the latter is covering medieval churches. Chapter 9 appoints today’s cultural heritage on 
the island along with its adherent case study, Kujataa. Subsequently, Chapter 10 will 
serve as a discussion and conclusion of the whole thesis. First, the Norse settlers’ identity 
and its contribution to the demise will be discussed here. After that, the identity and 
cultural heritage of present-day Greenlanders will be studied. Lastly, Chapter 11 will 
serve as an anticipation and outlook to the future research and position of cultural 
heritage in Greenland.   
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2. History of research 


2.1 Preface 


The beginning of the medieval settlements' research in Greenland goes way back in time; 


it already started in the late middle ages. People have always been curious about the 
 Norse inhabitants in Greenland, who settled at the "far edge of the world." The 


depopulation of the Norse settlements is still a heavily debated subject; scholars argue 
 about when and how it happened and what the triggering cause was. The only certainty 
 is that the rest of the world lost definite contacts with the island sometime in the 15th
 century. After this period, the acquaintance about Greenland was inadequate and unclear 
 (Mitlid 2006: 53; Keller 1989: 3). 


2.2 General review  
 2.2.1 The beginning 


Figure 3- Claudius Clavus, Map of the North (1427-1427), showing Greenland (Gronlandia provincia) 
 at the upper left margin (Seaver 2013: 73)


In the period between 1420 and 1721 was knowledge of Greenland based on classical 
 authors and reports written by travellers who infrequently approached the Arctic. Until 
 that period, maps of the world were based on the classical works of Claudius Ptolemy, an 
 Egyptian astronomer who lived and worked in the 2nd century BC. However, Ptolemy’s 
 maps did not originally include Nordic countries. Therefore, it is generally assumed that 
 these parts of the maps were added to the classical works during the Late Middle Ages. 


The maps constructed in the 15th century depict and locate Greenland in two different 
positions. The so-called B-type map places the island north of Norway, while on the A-
type map, Greenland is situated in its correct position, west of Norway. The cartographer 
producing these maps has been subject to massive debates. However, recently most 
scholars seem to agree that the author was the Danish cartographer Claudius Claussön 
Swart usually called by his Latinized name Claudius Clavus. He was probably the first to 
include Greenland on his map and to introduce the Norse appellation Grønland into 
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European cartography (figure 3). Both maps survived through numerous copies, which 
 make their reliability somewhat questionable. It is also debated whether Claudius Clavus 
 ever visited Greenland, or he simply gained his information at second hand, from 


travellers or other written sources (Bjørnbo & Petersen 1904: 49-50 in Keller 1989: 52-
 53, Seaver 2013: 72-74).  


In this period, a handful of expeditions were sent out in the hope of reaching the coast of 
 Greenland. It is not much we know about these expeditions, the results, or whether they 
 reached the coast of the island at all. They may have also confused Greenland with other 
 territories such as Svalbard, the Faroe Islands, or even North of Norway. These travellers 
 and explorers were often accused of piracy and thus contribution to the downfall of the 
 settlements. Otherwise, they were sent to discover Greenland by Danish and later 


English kings or members of the clergy. In spite of that, they did not contribute too much 
 to the mapping of the island. These journeys show that the interest in Greenland and the 
 traditions of its colonies did not disappear entirely. Among the first explorers, members 
 of the clergy had an essential role in mapping Greenland; they were usually the first ones 
 who reconciled and gathered whatever written material they could find. Several concepts 
 and theories regarding Greenland emerged during this period and even influence 


present-day research (Ísleifsson 2011: 52-55, Keller 1989: 52-61).  


2.2.2 Modern colonization and the first investigations 


The next era - from 1721 to about 1831 – is the period of the modern colonization in 
 Greenland. An increased interest in the Norse colonies resulted in a significant number of 
 journeys to the island. One of the travellers was Hans Egede, a Norwegian born 


clergyman from Northern Norway. The priest worked from about 1708 to launch a 
 Christian mission to Norse Greenland and find living descendants of the medieval 
 settlers. He managed to persuade merchants in Bergen to sail to the assumed direction 
 of the island. Egede left Bergen and landed on Greenland in 1721, and by this, he started 
 the process of recolonization and rediscovery of the island. Although his original aim – 
 recovering living descendants - was never achieved, he unknowingly rediscovered what 
 we call today the Eastern Settlement. He also recorded a high number of ruins on the 
 west coast of Greenland. One of them was the ruins of Hvalsey Church, where he carried 
 out the very first archaeological survey on the island. After Hans Egede’s journey, several 
 other missions were launched in the hope of finding the Eastern Settlement, but none of 
 them was successful (Arneborg & Seaver 2000: 281-282).  


These failed expeditions were due to severe misinterpretations; people believed that the 
 Eastern Settlement could be found on the east coast, as its name suggested. This 


assumption caused debates and disagreements among scholars until 1831. This date was 
 the turning point in the research of Greenland. From this period onward, researchers 
 could concentrate on the actual remains of the settlements on the west coast of 
 Greenland (Ísleifsson 2011: 52-55). 


2.2.3 Introducing systematic research 


Until the 1920s, the research was dominated by Danish and occasionally Norwegian 
 scholars and was biased by political and diplomatic issues. The most significant 


improvement was the establishment of Grønlands Historiske Mindesmærker (Greenland's 
Historical Memorials) (furthermore referred to as GHM), a collection of all written sources 
on the subject. This was the first attempt to study the material and the history of the 
island holistically. On the other hand, Denmark tried to use information in GHM to prove 
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its legal right on Greenland against Norway. Not only Danish scholars but also Norwegian 
 historians were politically biased and tried to prove Norway’s claim on Greenland using 
 these written sources. The discussion culminated in the so-called Grønlandssaken (The 
 Greenland case) at the beginning of the 20th century, which involved decades of debates 
 and dialogues on the question of whether Greenland is legally part of Norway or 


Denmark. In 1921 Denmark declared that all of Greenland is of Danish territory, which 
 statement escalated the conflict between the two countries. This resulted that Norwegian 
 hunters were issued to boycott a planned Danish navy expedition to the area. 


Furthermore, these troops occupied different areas of Greenland in the name of Norway, 
 which activity was ratified by the Norwegian government. As a response, Denmark 


brought the case to the International court of justice in Hague. At the end of this process, 
 The International court ultimately recognized Denmark’s authority over Greenland in 
 1933 (Eriksen 2010: 133-134, GHM III: 117-119).  


There was limited knowledge of Norse Greenlandic material, due to the lack of 
 comparative material from the North Atlantic region. Overcome this, the newly 


founded Commission for the Direction of the Geological and Geographical Investigations 
 in Greenland sent several scholars, mainly trained military men, to study the Norse 
 settlements in Greenland. The commission’s periodical review the Meddelelser om 
 Grønland (Messages about Greenland) has since published journals which allow 


researchers to study all kind of material from Greenland (Arneborg 2000a: 113-114).  


A prominent figure in the Greenlandic archaeological research was Daniel Bruun. He was 
 a trained military man who was able to plan and perform precise excavations. Bruun was 
 the first who could differentiate the different types of buildings, such as dwelling, byres, 
 stables, and storage houses. Referring to these remains, he introduced the 


terminology ruinegrupper (ruin-groups), which has been in use up to this day. His work 
 with the Greenlandic material is of high quality by contemporary standards due to his 
 analogous observations in Iceland and the Faroes. His records established comparative 
 material and proved to be valuable also for Greenlandic archaeology (Arneborg & Seaver 
 2000: 284, Bruun 1915). 


2.2.4 Initial period of professional excavations 


Between the year of 1920 and 1940, the first professionally conducted excavations were 
 carried out partly due to political purposes and were heavily influenced by National 
 Romanticism. These investigations gave bases to many research fields and areas still 
 relevant today, and hence in archaeological research, they are often referred to as the 


“classical excavations.” The Danish Government wanted to justify territorial claims using 
 archaeological results. This aim contributed to an increased amount of expeditions and 
 investigations on the island. One of the most active researchers was Poul Nørlund, a 
 Danish medievalist from the Danish National Museum. He was sent to collect datasets 
 and was issued to bolster Denmark’s terrestrial claimes in the Greenland case. He carried 
 out a significant number of excavations such as the excavation at Herjólfsnes site, where 
 he excavated the ruins of the church, the churchyard, and further houses (Nørlund 
 1934). Additionally, Nørlund and his team performed excavations at the 


Brattahlíð (Quassiarsuq) site. They tried to establish a house chronology with finding the 
oldest phase of the settlement. During excavation of Garðar (Igaliku) site in 1926, a 
trained architect Aage Roussell assisted Nørlund, and they later coo-excavated what was 
believed to be the Sandnæs farm, at Kilaarsarfik of the Western Settlement. Later he 
conducted excavations alone at the Western Settlement and published articles and books 
on his own (McGovern 1990: 334, Roussel 1941: 20-22).  
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2.2.5 New approaches and present-day research 


After the end of the Greenland case (1933), we can recognize changes in archaeological 
 research. Political biases have less impact on both the subject and the presentation of 
 Greenlandic research. In the period until 1981, The Commission for Scientific 


Investigations in Greenland reduced its influence in Greenlandic research and functioned 
 only as a consulting organization. By this time, the preservation and research of 


Greenlandic sites were commissioned by the Danish National Museum (Keller 1989: 94-
 95).  


This period gave a spark in the international research and projects of Greenland. Several 
 expeditions were organized, such as the Nordic Archaeological Expedition in 1974-1977 
 or The Inuit-Norse Project in 1976-1977. The latter was a huge collaboration between the 
 Danish National Museum and Kalaallit Nunaata Katersugaasivia (The Greenland Museum) 
 and was a multi-disciplinary approach to study the material from Greenland. A new 
 paleoecological perspective was born, which differed from previous approaches 


concerning historical literature based on the text of the sagas. This undoubtedly marked 
 a shift in the research of Greenland and since then more and more researchers have 
 studied the material who are not Danish, or not even from the Nordic countries (Keller 
 1989: 94-99, McGovern 1990: 341-342).  


At the same time, a new department emerged in Copenhagen: the SILA - The Greenland 
 Research Centre in Copenhagen. This institute has been functioning as a collaboration 
 centre between researchers in Denmark and Greenland. Owing to this department, a 
 great number of projects have been established recently, consisting of researches from 
 all over the world. These collaborations make it possible to approach subjects from a new 
 interdisciplinary perspective, which gives extensive results in Greenlandic archaeology. A 
 similar cooperative organization is the NABO (North Atlantic Biocultural Organization), 
 which includes and organizes field schools, seminars, projects involving not only 
 academics but Ph.D. students and early career academics. Through this active 
 collaboration in the North Atlantic region, interdisciplinary research was born. This 
 perspective is far from the previously Danish- dominant, politically biased research of 
 Greenland. (Larsen 2006: 7). 


2.3 The organization of the Church and the religious material  


From the very beginning, researchers were particularly interested in studying churches, 
 cemeteries and the adherent material. Corresponding this interest, the very first 


excavations - as early as in the 18th century - were focused on these kinds of cultural 
 materials. Although, expeditions and investigation were not only concerned with such 
 matter in the past but also contemporary issues: after the recolonization of Greenland, 
 expeditions were lunched due to the purpose of converting Greenlanders to the Christian 
 faith. Hans Egede, “Father of Greenland,” was on the same mission when he first 


discovered and carried out a small-scale archaeological excavation at the ruins of Hvalsey 
 church (Fyllingsness 1990: 40-41).  


In the earliest period, scholars managed to correspond church sites with the depictions of 
the sagas, thus draw together the written and the archaeological sources. Daniel Bruun 
(1896) suggested that identification of these church sites would be a primary source for 
the reconstruction of the topography. His quality of work defined the standard of later 
surveys and the view of researchers. Later he abandoned his perspective and presented 
a full topographical reconstruction, but this time based on place-names and not on 
church sites (Arneborg 2000a: 115, Bruun 1896 in Keller 1989: 75-76).   
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Nørlund stated (1928) that matching these place-names depicted in the written sources 
 with the church sites is the biggest aim of the Norse Greenland research. Studying this 
 aspect, he took part in several excavations conserving church sites, churchyards, and 
 their material. One of his most significant achievements was the Ikigaat (Herjólfsnes) 
 excavation from 1921 to 1924.  At this site, Nørlund and his team excavated the church 
 ruin, the nearby houses, and the churchyard. In the cemetery, they studied both the 
 human remains and garments found in the graves such as wooden crosses, dresses, and 
 dress garments. He used a comparative approach to study and characterize the material. 


(Nørlund 1924: 1-10). Nørlund studied not only the material, but also the organization of 
 the Church in Greenland and its relation to the Roman Church in Europe. He was also 
 interested in the privately - built churches owned by chieftains and the churches retained 
 by the Roman Church. Together with Aage Roussell, they conducted the excavation at 
 Garðar (Igaliku). Here they also investigated the church, the churchyard, and several 
 Norse houses. In one of the graves, they found the most notable and famous 


ecclesiastical find: the famous bishop’s crozier of walrus tusk. The two practicing 
 archaeologists also carried out smaller excavations at several other sites in the Eastern 
 Settlement, such as in Qorlortup Itinnera, where they located two small churches (Ø-33 
 and Ø-35) later identified as the Qorlortoq/bænhus type. Incorporating also the latter 
 investigation, Nørlund began to deal with church-chronology in the Norse settlements. He 
 argued - using parallels from the British Isles - that the rectangular churches such as 
 Brattahlíð III (Quassiarsuq) or Hvalsey belong to the oldest settlement period, and hence 
 they can be dated to the first part of the 12th century. Due to political biases, he 


overlooked unambiguous examples in Iceland and Norway, and thus later, his statements 
 were disproved (Arneborg 1991: 143-146). 


Aage Roussell turned Nørlund’s chronology upside down in his thesis (1941), basing his 
 analysis on stylistic and metrological studies. He stated that the churches with 


rectangular chancel were built in an earlier phase of the settlements as they were plotted 
 in Carolingian-Greek feet, which characterized the Gothic period. Furthermore, Roussell 
 argued that the churches with narrow chancel were the oldest because they had been 
 built with Romanesque feet (Roussell 1941).  


Christen Leif Vebæk also carried out investigations at the Eastern Settlement in 1950-
 1951 concerning different ecclesiastical sites. One of his most significant achievements is 
 finding the ruins of a church at Sillisit (Ø-23). With this excavation, the number of 


excavated buildings exceeded the amount of those mentioned in the written sources. Due 
 to the discovery of this church, Vebæk’s work disproved Nørlund reconstruction about 
 Greenlandic church topography. Vebæk argued that the small churches of the Qorlortoq-
 type could be annex - churches and hence they were not recorded by name in the written 
 sources. After the Brattahlíð I church (widely known as Tjodhilde’s church) was dated to 
 the 11th century, Vebæk changed his concept and assumed that on the contrary, the 
 small churches belong to the earliest phase of the settlements (Keller 1989: 94-95). 


It was Knud Krogh who proved Roussell’s church-chronology to be right. Krogh, like 
 Nørlund, also dealt with the privately-owned churches and the extent of power and 


influence of bishops in Greenland. He assumed that over time Greenlandic bishops gained 
the majority of power both in secular and ecclesiastical matters. Krogh joined Jørgen 
Meldgaard in 1962 to excavate the so-called Tjodhilde’s church which re-dated the 
Qorlortoq-type to the 11th century. This assumption was based on the curved walls 
known from the Viking period and the orientation of the graves in the churchyard. He 
built his statement on Icelandic parallels and did the same when he created his concept 
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of the Greenlandic Church organization. In his famous book Erik den Rødes Grønland 
 (1976), Krogh argued that contrary to Vebæk’s presumption, the churches of Qurlotoq- 
 type could be proprietary churches or prayer- houses. Thus they did not receive tithe like 
 the bigger ones, and that is why they were not depicted in the written sources. Krogh 
 (1976) presented ground plans for all then-known churches in Greenland, which is still 
 the principally- used figure for present-day researches. Based on his excavations in the 
 Faroe Islands, he stated that some of the churches had had wooden constructions 
 bolstered by an outer protective wall of stone and turf (Arneborg 1991: 143, Krogh 
 1976: 307).   


On the contrary to Nørlund and Krogh – who emphasized the relation between church 
 and farm regarding the question of private churches – Joel Berglund brought in a new 
 group of archaeological sources: the festive halls. In his article (1982), he discussed the 
 social implication of long-halls in that subject. Like Krogh, he also saw these festive halls 
 as a physical manifestation of the social and economic power of the Greenlandic bishops. 


As these long-halls are all found on farms with churches, Berglund assumed that it had to 
 do something with the bishop’s administration of the diocese (Arneborg 1991: 143; 


Keller 1989: 101-102). 


Thomas H. McGovern proposes the same point of view regarding the position of the 
 central power in Norse Greenland. He emphasizes the influence of the Roman Catholic 
 Church in Greenlandic society and its role in the demise of the settlements. He was the 
 first one who studied the Norse settlers ’European identity’ and its aspects in different 
 subjects (McCullough 2016: 28-29). 


Like McGovern, Christian Keller also dealt with the question of religion, beliefs, and the 
 medieval churches in Norse Greenlanders. In his doctoral thesis (1989), he discusses 
 matters such as the relation between Greenlandic and European Church, the organization 
 of the Church, church types, and chronology. Discussing the circular churchyard, he 
 eventually concluded that this type indicates the impact of the tradition of Celtic 
 Christianity. Keller then assumes that stone churches with rectangular chancels 
 demonstrate the authority of the Roman Church, establishing roman- styled building 
 traditions over local traditions (Keller 1989: 316-317).  


Jette Arneborg is one of the most productive and cited archaeologists in matters like the 
 Roman Church and the religious material in Greenland. She has been excavating in 
 Greenland and has been publishing articles and books since the 1980s. In the 1990s and 
 2000s, Arneborg concentrated mainly on the settlers' identity, culture, and religion. She 
 is one of the central figures of several long-term projects and studies of Norse 


Greenland, such as The Vatnahverfi Project between 2004-2010 and the Churches, 
 Christianity, and Chieftains in the Norse Eastern Settlement Project (McGovern 1990: 


342-343).  


 Jess Angus McCullough (2016) wrote his doctoral thesis about the belief, religion, and 
 identity of the Norse Greenlanders. He placed his focus on the physical materialization of 
 the settlers' identity, such as the ecclesiastical material and the church buildings. In his 
 thesis, McCullough uses parallels in the North Atlantic region, such as from the Faroe 
 Islands, Iceland, and Scotland (McCullough 2016).  


Most recently, it is Elizabeth Pierce (2011) who studies the question of cultural identity in 
the North Atlantic region and its physical expression in the archaeological material. She 
uses three case studies from the North Atlantic, one of them is the Herjolfsnes site in 
Greenland. In her Ph.D. dissertation, she compares the cultural material, church 
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buildings, and other structures from Greenland to two other sites in North Atlantic, 
 drawing conclusions on identity and cultural relations (Pierce 2011).  


2.4 Cultural Heritage of the island 


The subject of cultural heritage caused lengthy discussions in the early 20th century 
 concerning the need for cultural heritage for educational and enlightenment purposes. 


After Greenland gained partial autonomy in 1908, voices demanding cultural heritage 
 amplified. In the period between 1913-1954, Greenlanders argued that younger 


generations did not have the opportunity to learn about their ancestors directly, as tools 
 and objects from this period were always transported to Copenhagen. A possible 


repatriation would have been favourable in a time when modern western techniques 
 began to take over pre-colonial practices such as the use of kayaks and Inuit hunting 
 methods. These traditional practices were regarded to be beneficial in recognization of 
 Greenlandic identity.  


The request for returning Greenlandic objects to Greenland did not receive first a positive 
 response in Denmark. Danish authorities questioned Greenland’s liability and the quality 
 of storing and administrating of the collections on the island. In 1953 Greenland lost its 
 status as a colony and became a Danish county. Danish citizenship was extended to 
 Greenlanders and a cultural assimilation began in Greenland. With other words, a de-
 Greenlandification was launched which resulted in the loss of Inuit cultural legacy. On the 
 other hand, at this period, self-determination and independence movements started to 
 surface, which forwarded negotiations between Denmark and Greenland. In 1966 


Greenland eventually established its first museum - The Greenland National Museum and 
 Archives (NAK). Archival research for information began to take place and the NAK sent 
 out survey- groups in order to map buildings and sites. These scientific troops usually 
 consisted of professionals (mainly Danes) who worked together with local experts, and 
 students from Greenland. Among others, they teached survey techniques, methods to 
 locals and interviewed them about their folklores and histories. After a big modernization 
 in 1978 in the museum, scholars at the Greenlandic museum were ready to administer, 
 store and exhibit objects in a proper manner. A high peak of the reasserting of the 
 Greenlandic cultural identity culminated in 1979: this was the introduction of home rule. 


With this legislation, cultural heritage administration and research responsibilities were 
 transferred to Greenland, and its museum gained national museum status. Along with 
 the establishment of a national museum, a need for an extensive museum collection was 
 also intensified. This was the catalyzer of the process of repatriation, which spanned over 
 two decades from 1982 till 2001 (Gabriel 2009: 30-33). 


During the period of repatriation, a vast amount of material - nearly 35.000 


archaeological, ethnographic artifacts and photo archives - was flown back from the 
 National Musem of Denmark to the Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu (Greenland 
 National Museum and Archive), and a systematic rearrangement of the material began. 


New departments and collections were emerged managing this large amount of 
 documents containing archaeological objects, photos, drawings, archives, and their 
 copies. This process is usually referred to as the process of Utimut, in Greenlandic the 
 world for Return. A committee of six unbiased members was established to supervise and 
 make decisions regarding the repatriation. Both Inuit and Norse artifacts were returned 
 to Greenland, except for human remains regardless of ethnic origin. As this material 
 consists of a vast amount of human remains, and the National Museum in Greenland 
 lacks appropriate storing facilities, the parties decided solidly that the entire skeletal 
 material should have remained in Denmark. The main result of this successful 


partnership today is that both museums own a considerable amount of archaeological 
 and ethnographical items, and they organize joint exhibitions, projects, and future 
 collaborations. Under the whole process and since then, the close connection between 
 cultural heritage and identity has been enhanced several times. As Jonathan Motzfeldt - 
 the head of Government of Greenland in that time – stressed out 


ideally: „Psychologically, it is of great importance to have your own past right outside 
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