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                                                                                                4.2 Possessive Notions

                                                                4.2.2 Accusative Objects used in the Corpus

                                
                    Looking at which accusative objects are most frequently used in combination with imet’, it is 
 clear that all the top five subjects in each period are exclusively abstracts. In all three periods 
 the most frequently used object is pravo ‘truth’ or ‘right’, representing 11.67% of all 


accusative objects in period 1, while second place is far behind at 4.14%. This gap between 
 first and second place later decreases, resulting in pravo taking the lead at 8.06% in period 3, 
 less than one percent more than the second place, which has 7.25%.   


Period 1 
 (% of 651) 


Period 2 
 (% of 333) 


Period 3 
 (% of 124) 


1  pravo ‘truth/right’ 


(76) – 11.67% 


pravo ‘truth/right’ 


(26) – 7.8% 


pravo ‘truth/right’ 


(10) – 8.06% 


2  delo ‘business’ 


(27) – 4.14%  


vid ‘sight’  


(21) – 6.3% 


otnošenije ‘relation’, 
 značenije ‘meaning’ 


(9) – 7.25% 


3  vid ‘sight’  


(26) – 3.99% 


delo ‘business’ 


(14) – 4.2%   


delo ‘business’, 
 vozmožnost’ 


‘oppurtunity’ 


(6) – 4.83% 


4  čest’ ‘honor’ 


(21) – 3.22% 


čest’ ‘honor’, 


otnošenije ‘relation’  


(11) – 3.3%  


smysl’ ‘meaning, 
 purpose’, ponjatije 


‘understanding’, 
 mesto ‘place’  


(4) – 3.22% 


5  značenije ‘meaning’ 


(19) – 2.91% 


značenije ‘meaning’ 


(6) – 1.8%  


 8 sharing 5th place – 
(2) – 1.61%  


When categorizing all the different accusative objects into the different categories, I first of 
 all had to be careful not to include grammaticalizatied frozen constructions, like imet’ v vidu 
 [have-INF in sight-LOC] and imet’ v myslax [have-INF in thoughts-LOC], which we will take 
 a further look at in section 4.3.  


Another combination is a little more complicated, since context is crucial. The combination in 
 question is imet’ mesto [have-INF place-ACC]. Not only does one have to be careful about 
 the word mesto itself, which does not only mean ‘place’, but can also refer to a seat in a 
 theater or a job position. imet’ mesto seems to be a frozen construction which is used to 
 express the meaning of ‘take place’ and other forms of existence. All four examples of its use 
 that occur in period 3 express EXISTENCE or something ‘taking place’, and do not express 
 POSSESSION. I will not conclude for certain that a grammaticalization has taken place, 
 because of the lack of empirical evidence on a broader scale. For now I choose to include the 
 mentioned four instances in Table 14. Below are two examples of imet’ mesto being used to 
 express existence.  


(80) Levaja ruka ee uperlas’ v zemlju, a pravaja -v ee sobstvennyj nosovoj kletčatyj platok, 
 proležavšij zdes’ sutki i svoej kraxmal’noj skrjučennost’ju kak raz i javljajuščij dokazatel’stvo 
 togo, čto včerašnee cobytie dejstvitel’no imelo mesto. 


[Left hand-NOM her sat to ground, and right-NOM -to her own nasal checkered 


handkerchief-ACC, lying-PAST-PART-ACT here twenty-four-hours in her starched 
 twist-INST like time and existing-PRES-PART-ACT evidence-ACC that-GEN, that yesterday’s 
 event-NOM really had place-ACC.] 


‘Her left hand pressed down on the ground, and her right pressed into her own plaid 


handkerchief which had lain here for twenty-four hours and whose crumpled, starchy texture 
 did indeed prove that yesterday 's event had taken place.’  


Medea and Her Children (Ulickaja, 1996); English translation: Arch Tait, 2002. 


(81) Čto že do ob”javlennoj eju ljubvi k moej skromnoj persone, to, esli stol’ lestnoe dja 
 menja čuvstvo i imeet mesto byt’, tak bez malejšix namekov na strast’ neplatoničeskogo 
 svojstva. 


[What PTCL before announced her-INST love-GEN to my modest person-DAT, that, if table 
 complimentary for me-GEN feeling-NOM and have-3SG place be-INF, like without slightest 
 hints-GEN to passion-ACC non-platonic property-GEN.] 


‘And as for the love that this individual declared for my own humble personage, if a feeling 
 so very flattering to me should indeed exist, then it is without the slightest hint of any passion 
 of a non-platonic nature.’ 


Coronation (Akunin, 2000); English translation: Andrew Bromfield, 2010. 


4.2.2.1   Non-abstract Accusatives 


As mentioned above, the general consensus is that in the vast majority of cases imet’ is used 
 in combination with an abstract object. But this has not prevented the verb from being used in 
 combination with non-abstract accusative objects, even animate objects. Below are two lists, 
 one with inanimate non-abstract accusative objects and one with animate accusative objects. 


A full list of all accusative objects in the RuN-corpus, abstract and non-abstract, is in the 
 appendix. 


balyčok ‘balyk’ (dim.) 
 bašmačok ‘shoe’ (dim.) 
 bereg ‘coast’ 


bilet ‘ticket’ 


bumažnik ‘wallet’  


den’gi ‘money’ 


dokazatel’stvo ‘evidence’  


dom ‘house’, ‘home’ 


èkipaž ‘carriage’ 


forma ‘uniform’ 


georgija ‘order of George’ 


ključ ‘key’ 


knut ‘whip’ 


komnata ‘room’ 


konfet ‘candy’  


koren’ ‘root’ 


koronka ‘crown’ (dim.) 
 krep ‘crêpe’ 


kryša ‘roof’ 


kuča ‘heap’ 


kvartira ‘apartment’  


kvas ‘kvass’ 


noga ‘foot’ 


nož ‘knife’ 


ob“ekt ‘object’ 


ogoroda ‘kitchen garden’ 


oreol ‘halo’ 


parovoz ‘steam locomotive’ 


pasport ‘passport’ 


pereponka ‘membrane’  


pis’mo ‘letter’ 


pistolet ‘pistol’ 


počva ‘soil/ground’ 


poldominka ‘half a house’ (dim.) 
 profknižnik ‘union book’ 


provod ‘wire’  


rubaška ‘shirt’ 


rubl’ ‘ruble’ 


ruž’e ’gun’ 


šar ‘circle’ 


šarik ‘balloon’ 


sigara ‘cigar’ 


škola ‘school’ 


šljapa ‘hat’ 


sloj ‘layer’ 


snast’ ‘rope’ 


stol’ ‘table’ 


stul ‘chair’ 


šuba ‘fur coat’ 


telegramma ‘telegram’  


uxa ‘ukha’  


vešč’ ‘thing’ 


xarči ‘food’ 


xleb ‘bread’ 


zemlja ‘earth’ 


žitel’stvo ‘residence’ 


zub ‘tooth’ 


  


List of non-abstract inanimate subjects in the RuN-corpus. 


Adam ‘Adam’ 


drug ‘friend’ 


drugoj ‘other’  


Insarov ‘Insarov’ (name) 
 kopirajter ‘copywriter’ 


narod ‘people’  


naslednik ‘heir’ 


on ‘he’ 


plemjannik ‘nephew’ 


pomoščnik ‘helper’ 


rodnoj ‘relative’ 


rodstvennik ‘relative’ 


semejstvo ‘family’ 


sem’ja ‘family’ 


služanka ‘housemaid/servant’ 


sogljadataj ‘spy’ 


suprug ‘spouse’ (husband) 
 syn ‘son’  


vy ‘you’ (pl.) 
 žena ‘wife’ 


znakomstvo ‘acquaintance’ 


znakomyj ‘acquaintance’ 


List of animate subjects in the RuN-corpus.


The categorization of accusative objects as abstract and non-abstract can sometime be a blurry 
 one, especially when a word has multiple meanings, like we saw with mesto ‘place’ above, 
 which depending on context can be abstract or non-abstract. But one word, although it is 
 lexically a non-abstract object, can also be used in a metaphorical way. The word in question 
 is serdce ‘heart’, which in the literal sense is the organ that pumps blood, while in a 


metaphorical sense describes the love and affection a person has. In the RuN-corpus, serdce 


‘heart’ is exclusively used in a metaphorical sense and never refers to the existence of the 
 organ and therefore is not included in the list above. 


Another object that can appear in multiple categories is lico, which has the lexical meaning of 
 the front part of a human head, but can in other contexts be synonymous with the abstract 
 notion of facial expressions, like in the sentence ‘he had a terrified face’. lico can also be 
 used to refer to a person, like in the sentence ‘He is the face of the company’. In the 
 RuN-Corpus lico appears both as an inanimate and animate non-abstract accusative object, as well 
 as an abstract one. 


4.2.2.2   Non-abstracts through the periods 


If we take a look at how many examples there are of non-abstract accusatives in all three 


size from 7.06% in period 1 to 14.71% in period 2, and then dropping to 8.06% in period 3. 


This seems to mirror the up-and-down curve of the non-abstract notions seen in Table 13, 
 being at their lowest usage in period 1, then significantly increasing in usage in period 2, then 
 down in period 3, but never lower than in period 1, with the only exceptions being TEMP and 
 IN/I notions.   


If the non-abstracts are split into the categories of animate and inanimate, the same 
 up-and-down pattern is present, with a significant increase of the inanimate ones from 3.99% in  
 period 1 to 10.21% in period 2.        


Period 1 
 (% of 651) 


Period 2  
 (% of 333) 


Period 3 
 (% of 124) 


Total 
 (% of 1108) 
 Animate  


objects 


20 (2.91%)  15 (5.7%)  4 (3.22%)  38 (3.42%) 


Inanimate 
 non-abstracts  


26 (3.99%)   34 (10.21%)  6 (4.83%)  66 (5.95%) 


All 
 non-abstracts 


46 (7.06%)  49 (14.71%)  10 (8.06%)  104 (9.38%) 


Table 15: Usage of animate and inanimate non-abstracts in all three periods. 


As seen in the lists of both animate and inanimate non-abstract objects in 4.2.2.1, there is no 
shortage of unique objects, with 61 inanimate and 28 animate ones. Despite these numbers, 
only a handful of objects in each category are used more than once, with a total of 7 unique 
inanimate and 4 unique animate accusatives. 


    


Period 1  Period 2  Period  3 


1  den’gi ‘money’ 


(4) 


den’gi ‘money’ 


(5) 


dokazatel’stvo 


‘proof’  


(2) 


2  dom ‘house/home’ 


(3) 


provod ‘wire’ 


(3) 


3  rubl’ ‘ruble’, 


kvartira ‘apartment’ 


(2) 


komnata ‘room’ 


(2) 


Table 16: Inanimate non-abstract accusatives that appears multiple times in all three periods. 


Above we see that the word den’gi ‘money’ is the most used inanimate non-abstract in both 
 period 1 and period 2, while dokazatel’stvo ‘proof’ is the most used one in period 3. Below 
 are two examples using den’gi ‘money’ as an object (10) (11).    


(82) -Vremja, - skazal on, - kotoroe my imeem, - èto den’gi, kotoryx my ne imeem.  


[- Time-NOM, - said he-NOM, - that-ACC we have-1PL, - is money-NOM, that-GEN 
 we-NOM not have-1PL.] 


‘The time we have," he said," is the money we don't have.’ 


The Twelve Chairs (Ilf and Petrov, 1928); English translation: John Richardson, 1997. 


(83) U franta umerla tetka, imevšaja očen’ mnogo deneg, ešče bol’še vesnušek i ne imevšaja 
 ni odnogo rodstvennika.  


[At dandy-GEN died aunt-NOM, having-PAST-PART-ACT lots money-GEN, still more 
 freckles-GEN and not having- PAST-PART-ACT nor one relative-ACC.] 


‘The fop's aunt had just died. She had a lot of money, still more ugly freckles and not a single 
 other relative.’ 


Three Fat Men (Oleša, 1924); English translation: Fainna Glagoleva, 1964) 


Period 1  Period 2  Period 3 


1  rebenok ‘child’ 


(8)  


rebenok ‘child’ 


(4) 


rebenok ‘child’ 


(2) 


2  rodnoj 


‘family/native’, muž 


‘husband’ 


(2) 


žena ‘wife’ 


(3)  


Table 17: Animate objects that appears multiple times in all three periods. 


In Table 17, we see that rebenok ‘child’ is at the top in all three periods. With one exception, 
 rebenok ‘child’ is only used in its irregular plural form deti ‘children’ (detej in accusative and 
 genitive).  


Another noteworthy phenomenon is that all the animate objects that are used multiple times 
 are related to kinship: rebenok ‘child’, muž ‘husband’, žena ‘wife’, and rodnoj 


‘family’/‘native’. (84) and (85) are examples of rebenok ‘child’ being used in the 
 RuN-corpus.  


(84) Neuželi ty ne xočeš’ imet’ sobstvennogo rebenka? 


[Really you-NOM not want-2SG have-INF own child-ACC?] 


‘Would she not like a child of her own?’ 


Death and the Penguin (Kurkov, 1996); English translation: George Bird, 2001. 


(85) Pjatnadcat’ let ona ne imela detej. 


[Fifteen years-GEN she-NOM not have children-GEN.] 


‘She had been sterile for fifteen years.’ 


Life and Fate (Grossman, 1960); English translation: Robert Chandler, 2006. 
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