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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT  BETWEEN 



ICELAND, 



THE PRINCIPALITY OF 



LIECHTENSTEIN AND THE KINGDOM  OF NORWAY 



AND 



THE UNITED KINGDOM   OF GREAT BRITAIN  



AND NORTHERN IRELAND  



(2)
(3)3 



PREAMBLE 


Iceland, the Principality of Liechtenstein and the Kingdom of Norway (EEA EFTA 
 States), 


and 


The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the United Kingdom), 
 hereinafter each individually referred to as a “Party” or collectively as the 


“Parties”, 


REAFFIRMING the historic and deep partnerships between the Parties and the 
 common desire to protect these relationships; 


DESIRING  to create favourable conditions for the development and 
 diversification of trade between the Parties and for the promotion of commercial 
 and economic cooperation in areas of common interest on the basis of equality, 
 mutual benefit, non-discrimination and international law; 


DETERMINED to promote and further strengthen the multilateral trading system, 
 building on their respective rights and obligations under the Marrakesh Agreement 
 establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO Agreement) and the other 
 agreements negotiated thereunder, thereby contributing to  the harmonious 
 development and expansion of world trade; 


REAFFIRMING their commitment to democracy, the rule of law, human rights 
 and fundamental freedoms in accordance with their obligations under international 
 law, including as set out in the United Nations Charter and the Universal 
 Declaration of Human Rights; 


AIMING  to promote inclusive economic growth, create new employment 
 opportunities, improve living standards, ensure equal opportunities for all and 
 ensure high levels of public health and protection of health and safety and of the 
 environment; 


REAFFIRMING  their commitment to pursue the objective of sustainable 
 development and recognising the importance of coherent and mutually supportive 
 trade, environmental, and labour policies in this respect; 


RECALLING  the respect for the fundamental principles and rights at work, 
 including the principles set out in the relevant International Labour Organization 
 (ILO) Conventions to which they are a party; 


DETERMINED  to implement this Agreement in line with the objectives to 
preserve and protect the environment and to combat climate change and its 
impacts, consistent with each Party’s commitments under Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements; 
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RECOGNISING  the importance of ensuring predictability for the trading 
 communities of the Parties by establishing a legal framework to strengthen their 
 trading relationship; 


AFFIRMING their commitment to prevent and combat corruption in international 
 trade and investment and to promote the principles of transparency and good public 
 governance; 


ACKNOWLEDGING  the importance of good corporate governance and 
 responsible business conduct for sustainable development, and affirming their aim 
 to encourage enterprises to observe internationally recognised guidelines and 
 principles in this respect, such as the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
 Development  (OECD)  Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, the OECD 
 Principles of Corporate Governance and the UN Global Compact; 


RECOGNISING the Parties’ respective autonomy and right to regulate in order to 
 achieve legitimate public policy objectives; 


BELIEVING that creating a clearly established and secured trade and investment 
 framework through mutually advantageous rules to govern trade and investment 
 between the Parties would enhance the competitiveness of their economies, make 
 their markets more efficient and vibrant and ensure a predictable commercial 
 environment for further expansion of trade and investment between them; 


HAVE AGREED, in pursuit of the above, to conclude the following Free Trade 
Agreement (Agreement): 
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 CHAPTER 1 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


ARTICLE 1.1 
 Objectives  


The Parties hereby establish a free trade area in accordance with the 
 provisions of this Agreement, which is based on trade relations between 
 market economies and on the respect for principles of democracy and the 
 rule of law, and respect for human rights, with a view to spurring prosperity 
 and sustainable development.  


The objectives of this Agreement are:  


(a)  to facilitate and liberalise trade in goods, in conformity with Article 
 XXIV of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994;   


(b)  to liberalise trade in services, in conformity with Article V of the 
 General Agreement on Trade in Services;   


(c)  to mutually enhance investment opportunities;  


(d)  to prevent, eliminate or reduce unnecessary technical barriers to trade; 


(e)  to protect human, animal or plant life or health while facilitating trade 
 and ensuring that the Parties’ sanitary and phytosanitary measures do 
 not create unnecessary barriers to trade; 


(f)  to promote open and fair competition in their economies, particularly 
 as it relates to the economic relations between the Parties;   


(g)  to achieve further liberalisation on a mutual basis of the government 
 procurement markets of the Parties; 


(h)  to ensure adequate and effective protection of intellectual property 
 rights, in accordance with international standards;   


(i)  to develop international trade in such a way as to contribute to the 
 objective of sustainable development, and to ensure that this objective 
 is integrated and reflected in the Parties’ trade relations; and 


(j)  to contribute to the harmonious development and diversification of 
world trade.  
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 ARTICLE 1.2 
 Territorial Application 


Unless otherwise specified, this Agreement applies to:  


(a)  the land territory, internal waters and the territorial sea of a Party, and 
 the airspace above the territory of a Party, in accordance with 
 international law;  


(b)  the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf of a Party, in 
 accordance with international law; and 


(c)  the Bailiwicks of Guernsey and Jersey and the Isle of Man (including 
 their airspace and the territorial sea adjacent to them), territories for 
 whose international relations the United Kingdom is responsible, as 
 regards:  


(i)  Section 2.1 (General Provisions on Trade in Goods);  


(ii)  Annex I (Rules of Origin);  


(iii)  Section 2.2 (Technical Barriers to Trade);  


(iv)  Section 2.3 (Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures); and 
 (v)  Section 2.4 (Customs and Trade Facilitation). 


This Agreement shall not apply to the Norwegian territory of Svalbard, 
 except for trade in goods. 


ARTICLE 1.3
 Territorial Extension 


This Agreement, or specified provisions of this Agreement, may be 
 extended to any territories for whose international relations the United 
 Kingdom is responsible, as may be agreed between the United Kingdom 
 and the other Parties to this Agreement. 


At any time after this Agreement is extended to a territory for whose 
international relations the United Kingdom is responsible in accordance 
with paragraph 1, the United Kingdom may provide written notice to the 
Depositary that this Agreement shall no longer apply to a territory for 
whose international relations the United Kingdom is responsible. The 
notification shall take effect 12 months after the date on which the 
notification is received by the Depositary,  unless the Parties agree 
otherwise.  
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 ARTICLE 1.4 


Trade and Economic Relations Governed by this Agreement 


This Agreement applies to the trade and economic relations between, on the 
 one side, the individual EEA EFTA States and, on the other side, the United 
 Kingdom, but not to the trade and economic relations between individual 
 EEA EFTA States, unless otherwise provided in this Agreement. 


The provisions in this Agreement covered by the Additional Agreement of 
 11 February 2019 between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
 Northern Ireland, the Swiss Confederation and the Principality of 
 Liechtenstein extending to the Principality of Liechtenstein certain 
 provisions of the Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great 
 Britain and Northern Ireland and the Swiss Confederation, the Treaty of 29 
 March 1923 between Switzerland and Liechtenstein on Accession of the 
 Principality of Liechtenstein to the Swiss Customs Area (Customs Treaty) 
 and the Treaty of 22 December 1978 between the Swiss Confederation and 
 the Principality of Liechtenstein on Patent Protection shall not apply to 
 Liechtenstein.  


In case of any inconsistencies between this Agreement and an agreement 
 referred to in paragraph 2, the latter shall prevail. 


ARTICLE 1.5 


Relation to Other International Agreements 


The Parties confirm their rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement 
 and the other agreements negotiated thereunder to which they are a party, and any 
 other international agreement to which they are a party. 


ARTICLE 1.6 


Fulfilment of Obligations 


Each Party shall take any general or specific measures required to fulfil its 
 obligations under this Agreement. 


Each Party shall ensure the observance of all obligations and commitments 
under this Agreement by its respective central, regional and local 
governments  and authorities, and by non-governmental bodies in the 
exercise of governmental powers delegated to them by central, regional and 
local governments or authorities. 
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 ARTICLE 1.7 
 Transparency 


The Parties shall publish, or otherwise make publicly available, their laws, 
 regulations, judicial decisions, administrative rulings of general application 
 as well as their respective international agreements, that may affect the 
 operation of this Agreement. 


The Parties shall promptly respond to specific questions and provide, upon 
 request, information to each other on matters referred to in paragraph 1. 


Each Party shall ensure that its administrative proceedings applying its 
 laws, regulations, judicial decisions or administrative rulings of general 
 application to a particular person, good or service of another Party in a 
 specific case: 


(a)  endeavour to  provide reasonable notice to persons that are directly 
 affected by a proceeding, in accordance with domestic procedures, 
 when a proceeding is initiated, including a description of the nature of 
 the proceeding, a statement of the legal authority under which the 
 proceeding is initiated and a general description of the issues in 
 controversy;   


(b)  provide a person referred to in subparagraph (a) a reasonable 
 opportunity to present facts and arguments in support of its position 
 prior to any final administrative action, when permitted by time, the 
 nature of the proceeding, and the public interest; and  


(c)  are conducted in accordance with its law. 


Each Party shall establish or maintain judicial, quasi-judicial or 
 administrative tribunals or procedures for the purpose of the prompt review 
 of final administrative actions regarding matters covered by this Agreement. 


Each Party shall ensure that its tribunals carry out procedures for appeal or 
 review in a non-discriminatory and impartial manner; that they are impartial 
 and are independent of the office or authority entrusted with administrative 
 enforcement; and  that they do not have any substantial interest in the 
 outcome of the matter.   


Each Party shall ensure that, in any tribunals or procedures referred to in 
 paragraph 4, the parties to the proceeding are provided with a reasonable 
 opportunity to support or defend their respective positions.  


Nothing in this Agreement shall require a Party to disclose confidential 
information, the disclosure of which would impede law enforcement, or 
otherwise be contrary to the public interest, or which would prejudice the 
legitimate commercial interests of any economic operator. 
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In case of any inconsistency between this Article and provisions relating to 
transparency in other parts of this Agreement, the latter shall prevail to the 
extent of the inconsistency. 
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 CHAPTER 2 
 TRADE IN GOODS1


SECTION 2.1  


GENERAL PROVISIONS ON TRADE IN GOODS2  


ARTICLE 2.1 
 Objective  


The objective of this Chapter is to facilitate and liberalise trade in goods 
 between the Parties in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement and in 
 conformity with Article XXIV of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
 1994 (GATT 1994) including its interpretive notes. 


ARTICLE 2.2 
 Scope 


This Chapter applies to trade in goods between the Parties. 


ARTICLE 2.3 
 Definitions 
 For the purposes of this Chapter: 


(a)  “consular transactions” means the procedure of obtaining from a consul 
 of the importing Party in the exporting Party, or in a third party, a 
 consular invoice or a consular visa for a commercial invoice, certificate 
 of origin, manifest, shipper’s export declaration or any other customs 
 documentation in connection with the importation of the good; 


(b)  “customs authorities” means: 


(i)  for the United Kingdom: Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
 Customs and any other authority responsible for customs 
 matters; 


1   Pursuant to Article 1.4 (Trade and Economic Relations Governed by this Agreement) of 
 Chapter 1 (General Provisions), this Chapter,  including its annexes,  shall not apply to 
 Liechtenstein. 


2   It is recalled that references to Party/Parties in Sections 2.1 (General Provisions on Trade in 
Goods)  to 2.4 (Customs and Trade Facilitation)  include paragraph 1(c) of Article 1.2 
(Territorial Application) of Chapter 1 (General Provisions). 
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(ii)  for the Bailiwick of Jersey: the Jersey Customs & 


Immigration Service;  


(iii)  for the Bailiwick of Guernsey: Guernsey Customs & 


Excise;  


(iv)  for the Isle of Man: the Customs and Excise Division, 
 Isle of Man Treasury;  


(v)  for Norway: the Norwegian Customs Administration; 


and 


(vi)  for Iceland: Iceland Revenue and Customs. 


The customs authorities referred to above shall be responsible for the 
 application and implementation of this Section and its Annexes, as well 
 as Section 2.4 (Customs and Trade Facilitation) and its Annex, insofar 
 as they apply to them, in their respective territories. References to 


“customs authority” in those provisions shall be read accordingly. 


(c)  “customs duty” includes any duty, tax or charge of equivalent effect 
 imposed on or in connection with the importation or exportation of 
 goods, including any form of surtax or surcharge in connection with 
 such importation or exportation, but does not include: 


(i)  a charge equivalent to an internal tax imposed 
 consistently with Article III:2 of GATT 1994; 


(ii)  a measure applied in accordance with the provisions of 
 Articles VI or XIX of the GATT 1994, the Agreement 
 on Implementation of Article VI of the General 
 Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (Anti-Dumping 
 Agreement), the Agreement on Subsidies and 
 Countervailing Measures (SCM Agreement) or the 
 Agreement on Safeguards (Safeguards Agreement), or a 
 measure imposed in accordance with Article 22 of the 
 Dispute Settlement Understanding; and 


(iii)  a fee or other charge imposed consistently with Article 
 VIII of GATT 1994. 


(d)  “export licensing procedures” means administrative procedures, 
howsoever called in each Party’s procedures or referred to by each 
Party’s customs authority, requiring the submission of an application or 
other documentation (other than that generally required for customs 
clearance purposes) to the relevant administrative body or bodies as a 
prior condition for exportation; 



(12)12 


(e)  “good of a Party” means a domestic good as this is understood under 
 GATT 1994 or such goods as the Parties may decide, and includes 
 originating goods; 


(f)  “Harmonized System” means the Harmonized Commodity Description 
 and Coding System, including all legal notes and amendments thereto 
 developed by the World Customs Organization (WCO); 


(g)  “Import Licensing Agreement” means the Agreement on Import 
 Licensing Procedures, set out in Annex 1A to the WTO Agreement; 


(h)  “import licensing procedure” means an administrative procedure, 
 howsoever called in each Party’s procedures or referred to by each 
 Party’s customs authority, requiring the submission of an application or 
 other documentation (other than that generally required for customs 
 clearance purposes) to the relevant administrative body or bodies as a 
 prior condition for importation; 


(i)  “originating” has the meaning set out in Annex I on Rules of Origin;   


(j)  “remanufactured good” means a good that: 


(i)  is entirely or partially comprised of parts obtained from 
 goods that have been used; 


(ii)  has similar life expectancy and performance compared to 
 the equivalent good when new; and 


(iii)  is given a similar warranty to the equivalent good when 
 new; 


(k)  “repair” means any processing operation undertaken on a good with the 
 aim of remedying operating defects or material damage and 
 substantially re-establishing the good to its original function or of 
 ensuring compliance with technical requirements for its use. Repair of 
 goods includes restoration and maintenance but does not include an 
 operation or process that: 


(i)  destroys the essential characteristics of a good, or creates 
 a new or commercially different good; 


(ii)  transforms an unfinished good into a finished good; or 
 (iii)  is used to improve or upgrade the technical performance 


of goods; 


(l)  “performance requirement” means a requirement that:  


(i)  a given quantity, value or percentage of goods be 
exported;  
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(ii)  goods of the Party granting an import licence be 
 substituted for imported goods; 


(iii)  a person benefiting from an import licence purchase 
 other goods in the Party granting the import licence, or 
 accord a preference to domestically produced goods;  


(iv)  a person benefiting from an import licence produce 
 goods in the Party granting  the import licence, with a 
 given quantity, value or percentage of domestic content; 


or  


(v)  relates in whatever form to the volume or value of 
 imports, to the volume or value of exports or to the 
 amount of foreign exchange flows. 


ARTICLE 2.4 


National Treatment on Internal Taxation and Regulation 


Each Party shall accord national treatment to the goods of the other Party in 
 accordance with Article III (National Treatment on Internal Taxation and 
 Regulation) of GATT 1994, including its interpretive notes, and to this end Article 
 III (National Treatment on Internal Taxation and Regulation) of GATT 1994 and 
 its interpretive notes are incorporated into and made part of this Agreement, 
 mutatis mutandis. 


ARTICLE 2.5 
 Classification of Goods 


For the purposes of this Agreement, the classification of goods in trade 
 between the Parties shall be governed by each Party’s respective tariff 
 nomenclature in conformity with the Harmonized System. 


ARTICLE 2.6 
 Customs Duties 


Except as otherwise provided for in this Agreement, each Party shall 
eliminate all customs duties on originating goods of each other Party which 
are classified within Chapters 25 to 97 of the Harmonized System, with the 
exception of those goods (the “Scheduled Goods above HS Chapter 24”) 
listed in the  tariff elimination schedule, in Annex II, III, IV or V, that 
applies to imports into that Party of originating goods of the relevant 
exporting Party.  
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Except as otherwise provided for in this Agreement, each Party shall reduce 
 or eliminate, in accordance with the tariff elimination schedules in Annexes 
 II, III, IV and V, the customs duties on originating goods of each other 
 Party which are classified within Chapters 1 to 24 of the Harmonized 
 System, and the customs duties on originating goods of each other Party 
 which  are Scheduled Goods above HS Chapter 24 as referred to in 
 paragraph 1. 


Where and for so long as a Party’s applied Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN) 
 customs duty is lower than the rate required pursuant to paragraph 1 or 2 
 above, the customs duty rate to be applied pursuant to this Agreement to 
 originating goods of another Party shall be calculated as equal to the 
 importing Party’s applied MFN customs duty.  


A Party may at any time unilaterally accelerate the elimination of customs 
 duties set out in the tariff elimination schedule or schedules, listed in 
 Annexes  II, III, IV and/or V, setting out commitments of that Party.  For 
 greater certainty, for goods within scope of paragraph 2, a Party may raise a 
 customs duty to the level for a specific year as set out in the  tariff 
 elimination schedule or schedules, listed in Annexes  II, III, IV and/or V, 
 setting out commitments of that Party following a unilateral reduction as set 
 out in this paragraph. 


ARTICLE 2.7 


Export Duties, Taxes and Other Charges 


No Party shall adopt or maintain any duty, tax, fees or other charges of any 
 kind imposed on the export of goods to another Party, unless the duty, tax, fee or 
 other charge is also applied to like goods destined for domestic consumption. For 
 the purpose of this Article, fees and other charges of any kind shall not include fees 
 or other charges imposed in accordance with Article 2.8 (Fees and Charges). 


ARTICLE 2.8  
 Fees and Charges 


Each Party shall ensure, in accordance with Article VIII (Fees and 
Formalities Connected with Importation and Exportation) of GATT 1994 
and its interpretative notes, that all fees and other charges within the scope 
of GATT Article VIII:1(a) of GATT 1994, imposed by that Party on, or in 
connection with, importation or exportation, including tasks provided under 
Article 2.57 (Advance Rulings) of Section 2.4 (Customs and Trade 
Facilitation), are limited to the amount of the approximate cost of 
services rendered by that Party to the concerned importer or exporter, 
and shall not represent an indirect protection to domestic goods or a 
taxation of imports or exports for fiscal purposes.  
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The fees and charges referred to in paragraph 1 shall not be calculated on 
 an ad valorem basis. 


Each Party shall publish information on fees and charges on the internet, as 
 far as practicable in English. Such information shall include the service 
 provided, the responsible authority, the fees and charges that will be applied 
 and how they are calculated, as well as when and how payment has to be 
 made. 


Upon request,  the customs authorities or other competent authorities of a 
 Party shall provide information on fees and charges applicable to imports, 
 exports or transit of goods, including the methods of calculation. 


No Party shall require consular transactions, including related fees and other 
 charges, in connection with the importation of any good of another Party.  


ARTICLE 2.9 


Administration and Implementation of TRQs 


The Parties agree that the administration of tariff rate quotas (TRQs) under 
 this Agreement should be  as conducive to trade as possible and, in 
 particular, that it should facilitate regular imports and enable fill rates to be 
 maximised. 


A Party that intends to make any change in its quota administration method 
 for any TRQ accorded to another Party under this Agreement shall notify 
 the other Parties at least 3 months in advance of the effective date of the 
 change. 


The Parties shall exchange at regular intervals information on traded 
 products, TRQ management, price quotations and any useful information 
 concerning their respective domestic markets and the implementation of 
 TRQs.  


Consultations shall be held at the request of any Party on any question 
 relating to the implementation of the TRQs under this Agreement. If 
 difficulties with implementation arise, such consultations shall be 
 held promptly, with a view to adopting appropriate corrective measures. 


ARTICLE 2.10 


Temporary Admission of Goods 


Each Party shall grant temporary admission with total conditional relief 
from import duties, as provided for in its law, for the following goods, 
regardless of their origin: 
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(a)  goods intended for display or use at exhibitions, fairs, meetings, 
 demonstrations or similar events; 


(b)  professional equipment, including equipment for the press or for sound 
 or television broadcasting,  software, cinematographic equipment, and 
 any ancillary apparatus or accessories for the equipment mentioned 
 above that is necessary for carrying out the business activity, trade or 
 profession of a person visiting the Party to perform a specified task; 


(c)  containers, commercial samples, advertising films and recordings and 
 other goods imported in connection with a commercial operation; 


(d)  goods imported for sports purposes; 


(e)  goods intended for humanitarian purposes; and 
 (f)  animals intended for specific purposes. 


Each Party may require that the goods benefiting from temporary admission 
 in accordance with paragraph 1: 


(a)  are intended for re-exportation without having undergone any change 
 except normal depreciation due to the use made of them; 


(b)  are used solely by or under the personal supervision of a national or 
 resident of another Party in the exercise of the business activity, trade, 
 profession or sport of that person of another Party; 


(c)  are not sold or leased while in that Party; 


(d)  are accompanied by a security, releasable on exportation of the goods, 
 if requested by the importing Party, in an amount no greater than the 
 charges that would otherwise be owed on entry or final importation; 


(e)  can be identified when imported and exported; 


(f)  are re-exported within a specified period reasonably related to the 
 purpose of the temporary admission; and 


(g)  are admitted in no greater quantity than is reasonable for their intended 
 use. 


Each Party shall permit goods temporarily admitted under this Article to be 
 re-exported through a customs port or office other than through which they 
 were admitted. 


Each Party shall provide that the importer or other person responsible for 
goods admitted under this Article shall not be liable for failure to export the 
goods within the period fixed for temporary admission, including any 
lawful extension, on presentation of satisfactory proof to the importing 
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Party that the goods were totally destroyed in accordance with each Party’s 
 customs law. 


ARTICLE 2.11 


Inward and Outward Processing 


Each Party shall allow temporary importation and exportation for inward 
 processing and outward processing in accordance with international 
 standards. 


For the purposes of this Article: 


(a)  “inward processing” means customs procedures under which certain 
 goods can be brought into  a customs territory conditionally relieved 
 from payment of customs duties. Such goods must be intended for re-
 exportation within a specified period after having undergone 
 manufacturing, processing or repair; and 


(b)  “outward processing” means customs procedures under which certain 
 goods, which are in free circulation in a customs territory, may be 
 temporarily exported for manufacturing, processing or repair abroad 
 and then re-imported with total or partial exemption from customs 
 duties. 


ARTICLE 2.12 


Import and Export Restrictions 


Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, no Party shall adopt or 
 maintain any prohibition or restriction on the importation of any good of 
 another Party or the exportation or sale for export of any good destined for 
 another Party, except in accordance with Article XI (General Elimination of 
 Quantitative Restrictions) of GATT 1994 and its interpretative notes. To 
 this end, Article XI of GATT 1994 and its interpretive notes are 
 incorporated into and made part of this Agreement mutatis mutandis. For 
 greater certainty, the scope of this Article includes trade in remanufactured 
 goods. 


A Party shall not adopt or maintain export and import price requirements, 
 except as permitted in enforcement of countervailing and anti-dumping duty 
 orders and undertakings. 


A Party shall not adopt or maintain import licensing conditioned on the 
fulfilment of a performance requirement, except as otherwise provided for 
in this Agreement. 
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 ARTICLE 2.13 
 Import Licensing 


No Party shall adopt or maintain any import licensing procedures which are 
 inconsistent with the Import Licensing Agreement (including its 
 interpretative notes) and to that end Articles 1 to 3 of the Import Licensing 
 Agreement and its interpretive notes pertaining to those Articles are 
 incorporated into and made part of this Agreement mutatis mutandis. 


The Parties shall not adopt or maintain import licensing procedures in order 
 to implement a measure that is inconsistent with this Agreement. 


A Party shall publish on an official government website any new or 
 modified import licensing procedure, including any information that it is 
 required to publish under Article 1(4)(a) of the Import Licensing 
 Agreement. To the extent possible, the Party shall do so at least 21 days 
 before the new procedure or modification takes effect. 


A Party shall be deemed to be in compliance with paragraph 3 with respect 
 to a new or modified import licensing procedure if it notifies that procedure 
 to the WTO Committee on Import Licensing provided for in Article 4 of the 
 Import Licensing Agreement, including the information specified in Article 
 5(2) of the Import Licensing Agreement. 


At the request of another Party, a Party shall promptly provide any relevant 
 information, including the information specified in  Article 5(2) of the 
 Import Licensing Agreement, with regard to any import licensing 
 procedures that it intends to adopt, or that it maintains, or to modifications 
 to existing licensing procedures. 


For greater certainty, nothing in this Article requires a Party to grant an 
 import licence, or prevents a Party from implementing its obligations or 
 commitments under United Nations Security Council Resolutions, as well 
 as multilateral non-proliferation regimes and import control arrangements. 


ARTICLE 2.14 
 Export Licensing 


Each Party shall consider the application of other appropriate measures to 
 achieve an administrative purpose before seeking to adopt or maintain 
 export licensing procedures. 


Each Party shall publish any new export licensing procedure, or any 
modification to an existing export licensing procedure. Whenever 
practicable, such publication shall take place 45 days before the procedure 
or modification takes effect. 
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Within 60 days after the date of entry into force, or earlier provisional 
 application, of this Agreement, each Party shall notify the other Parties of 
 its existing export licensing procedures. Each Party shall notify to the other 
 Parties any new export licensing procedures and any modifications to 
 existing export licensing procedures, within 60 days of their publication. 


These notifications shall include references to the source(s) where the 
 information required in paragraph 4 is published. 


Each Party shall ensure that it includes in the publications it has notified 
 under paragraph 3: 


(a)  the texts of its export licensing procedures, or any modifications it 
 makes to those procedures; 


(b)  a description of the goods subject to the export licensing procedure; 


(c)  for each export licensing procedure, a description of: 


(i)  the process for applying for a licence; and 


(ii)  any criteria an applicant must meet to be eligible to apply for a 
 licence, such as possessing an activity licence, establishing or 
 maintaining an investment, or operating through a particular 
 form of establishment in a Party; 


(d)  a contact point or points from which interested persons can obtain 
 further information on the conditions for obtaining an export licence; 


(e)  the administrative body or bodies to which an application for a licence 
 or other relevant documentation must be submitted; 


(f)   a description of or a citation to a publication reproducing in full any 
 measure or measures that the export licensing procedure is designed to 
 implement; 


(g)  the period during which each export licensing procedure will be in 
 effect, unless the procedure will remain in effect until withdrawn or 
 revised in a new publication; 


(h)  if the Party intends to use an export licensing procedure to administer 
 an export quota, the overall quantity and, if practicable, value of the 
 quota and the opening and closing dates of the quota; and 


(i)  any exemptions or exceptions that replace the requirement to obtain an 
 export licence, and how to request or use those exemptions or 
 exceptions. 


For greater certainty, nothing in this Article requires a Party to grant an 
export licence, or prevents a Party from adopting, maintaining or 
implementing an export control regime and sanctions regime, or from 
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implementing its obligations or commitments under United Nations 
 Security Council Resolutions and the Arms Trade Treaty, as well as 
 multilateral non-proliferation regimes and export control arrangements 
 including the Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional 
 Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies, the Australia Group, the 
 Nuclear Suppliers Group, and the Missile Technology Control Regime. 


ARTICLE 2.15 


Goods for Repair or Alteration 


No Party shall apply a customs duty to a good, regardless of its origin, that 
 re-enters the Party after that good has been temporarily exported for repair 
 or alteration from that Party to another Party from which the good was 
 exported, regardless of whether that repair or alteration has increased the 
 value of the good or could have been performed in the Party from which the 
 good was exported for repair or alteration.  


Paragraph 1 does not apply to any materials used in the repair or alteration 
 which were in a duty suspended state at the time of the repair or alteration 
 unless a payment equivalent to the duty suspended has subsequently been 
 made. 


No Party shall apply customs duties to a good, regardless of origin, 
 imported temporarily from the customs territory of another Party for repair 
 or alteration.  


Paragraph 1 does not apply to a good imported in bond, into free trade 
 zones, or in similar status, which is then exported for repair and is not re-
 imported in bond, into free trade zones, or in similar status.   


For the purposes of this Article, repair or alteration does not include an 
 operation or process that:  


(a)  destroys a good’s essential characteristics or creates a new or 
 commercially different good;  


(b)  transforms an unfinished good into a finished good; or  


(c)  is used to improve or upgrade the technical performance of the good or 
 changes the function of the good. 


This Article shall not apply in cases where the good which is imported or 
exported for repair or alteration falls within Chapters 1-24 of the 
Harmonized System or the Scheduled Goods above HS Chapter 24, as 
referred to in paragraph 1 of Article 2.6 (Customs Duties). 
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 ARTICLE 2.16 
 Remanufactured Goods 


Unless otherwise provided for in this Agreement, no Party shall accord to 
 remanufactured goods of another Party any treatment that is less favourable 
 than that it accords to like goods in new condition. Each Party may require 
 that remanufactured goods are identified as such for distribution or sale. 


If a Party adopts or maintains import and export prohibitions or restrictions 
 on used goods on the basis that they are used goods, it shall not apply those 
 measures to remanufactured goods. 


ARTICLE 2.17 


Data Sharing on Preference Utilisation 


For the purpose of monitoring the functioning of this Agreement and 
 calculating preference utilisation rates, the Parties shall annually exchange 
 import statistics starting one year after the entry into force of this 
 Agreement. 


The exchange of import statistics shall cover data pertaining to the most 
 recent year available, including value and, where applicable, volume, at the 
 tariff line level for imports of goods of each other Party benefitting from 
 preferential duty treatment under this Agreement and those that received 
 non-preferential treatment. 


ARTICLE 2.18 
 Review Clause 


In the interests of supporting their trade in agricultural and fisheries 
 products, the Parties shall endeavour to find appropriate solutions to any 
 difficulties in their trade in agricultural and fisheries products. 


On  the request of a Party, the Parties agree to consult on further 
 liberalisation of trade between them in agricultural and fisheries products, 
 including by way of a review of the conditions of trade in agricultural and 
 fisheries products every five years. 


In  light of these reviews and of the Parties’ respective agricultural and 
 fisheries policies, the Parties will meet to discuss reducing any type of 
 obstacles to trade in the agricultural and fisheries sector, on a balanced and 
 mutually beneficial basis. 


For the purpose of this Article, “agricultural and fisheries products” means 
all goods within Chapters 1 to 24 of the Harmonized System, and also the 
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Scheduled Goods above HS Chapter 24, as referred to in paragraph 1 of 
 Article 2.6 (Customs Duties). 


ARTICLE 2.19  


Sub-Committee on Trade in Goods 


The Parties hereby establish a Sub-Committee on Trade in Goods (referred 
 to in this Article as the “Sub-Committee”).    


The Sub-Committee shall comprise government representatives of each 
 Party. Each Party shall ensure that its representatives in the Sub-Committee 
 have the appropriate expertise with respect to the issues under discussion.   


Meetings of the Sub-Committee shall be chaired jointly by either Norway or 
 Iceland on the one side and the United Kingdom on the other side and shall 
 take decisions and make recommendations by consensus.  


The Parties shall agree on the meeting schedule and agenda. Meetings may 
 take place in person or by any means of communication agreed by the 
 Parties.   


The Sub-Committee shall meet at the request of any Party, and may 
 consider any matter arising under this Section and under Section 2.4 
 (Customs and Trade Facilitation) and the Annexes on Rules of Origin and 
 Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters, and Sub-Section 
 7.2.4 (Geographical Indications and Traditional Terms) of Chapter  7 
 (Intellectual Property). Its functions shall include, amongst other things:  


(a)  promoting trade in goods between the Parties and considering 
 concerns that may arise in trade in goods between the Parties;   


(b)  addressing barriers to trade in goods between the Parties, including 
 through reviews according to Article 2.18 (Review Clause), and 
 further consultation on the functioning of the trade regimes for 
 processed agricultural products, and addressing barriers related to the 
 application of non-tariff measures;  


(c)  monitoring and reviewing the implementation of commitments 
 and ensuring the proper functioning of this Section and of Section 2.4 
 (Customs and Trade Facilitation) and the Annexes on Rules of Origin 
 and Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters, including 
 identifying areas for improvement;  


(d)  providing a forum for the Parties to exchange information, discuss 
 best practices and share implementation experience;   


(e)  considering a request made by a Party concerning the amendment of 
Annexes XXII, XXIII and XXIV on Geographical Indications  and 
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making recommendations to the Joint Committee pursuant to Articles 
 7.40 (Amending the Annexes on Geographical Indications) and 7.41 
 (Processing of Specific Geographical Indications) of Chapter 7 
 (Intellectual Property); 


(f)  enhancing international cooperation and coordination in relevant 
 multilateral fora on trade facilitation and on matters of common 
 interest, including tariff classification, customs valuation and origin, 
 with a view to establishing, if possible, common positions, and 
 reviewing relevant international initiatives in order to identify further 
 areas where joint action could contribute to their common objectives;  


(g)  reviewing and addressing all issues arising from the implementation 
 and operation of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on 
 Trade Facilitation; 


(h)  reviewing the rules set out in Annex I (Rules of Origin)  and its 
 Appendices, inter alia  in the light of international developments, 
 including the future amendments to the Harmonized System to ensure 
 that the obligations of the Parties are not substantively affected;   


(i)  formulating resolutions, recommendations, explanatory notes or 
 opinions regarding actions or measures which it considers necessary 
 for the attainment of the objectives and effective functioning of this 
 Section, Section 2.4 (Customs and Trade Facilitation), and the Annex 
 I (Rules of Origin) and Annex XV (Mutual Administrative Assistance 
 in Customs Matters);  


(j)  where appropriate, referring matters considered by the Sub-
 Committee on Trade in Goods to the Joint Committee or another 
 committee established under this Agreement;   


(k)  undertaking any other work that the Joint Committee may assign to it; 


and  


(l)  establishing and dissolving working groups as necessary on 
 matters related to this Section, Section 2.4 (Customs and Trade 
 Facilitation) and Annex I (Rules of Origin).  


ARTICLE 2.20
 Annexes  


1.  The rules of origin are set out in Annex I and its Appendices.  


2.  The Schedule of Tariff Commitments on Goods – Commitments of Iceland 
on Goods Originating in the United Kingdom, is contained in Annex II.  
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3.  The Schedule of Tariff Commitments on Goods – Commitments of Norway 
 on Goods Originating in the United Kingdom, is contained in Annex III.  


4.  The Schedule of Tariff Commitments on Goods –  Commitments of the 
 United Kingdom on Goods Originating in Iceland, is contained in Annex 
 IV. 


5.  The Schedule of Tariff Commitments on Goods –  Commitments of the 
 United Kingdom on Goods Originating in Norway, is contained in Annex 
 V.  


6.  Specific rules on the calculation of quota volumes after entry into force are 
 set out in Annex VI. 


7.  The transit arrangement for the transit of fish and fishery products taken by 
United Kingdom fishing vessels are set out in the bilateral Annex VII.  
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 SECTION 2.2  


TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 


ARTICLE 2.21 
 Objective 


The objective of this Section is to facilitate trade in goods between the 
 Parties by preventing, identifying and eliminating unnecessary technical barriers to 
 trade. 


ARTICLE 2.22 
 Scope 


This Section applies to the preparation, adoption and application of  all 
 standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, 
 which may affect trade in goods between the Parties. 


This Section does not apply to: 


(a)  purchasing specifications prepared by governmental bodies for 
 production or consumption requirements of such bodies; or 


(b)  sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)  measures that fall within scope of 
 Section 2.3 (Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures). 


The Annexes to this Section apply, in respect of products within their scope, 
 in addition to this Section. Any provision in an Annex to this Section that an 
 international standard or body or organisation  is  to  be  considered  or 
 recognised as relevant, does not prevent a standard developed by any other 
 body  or organisation  from  being  considered  to be  a  relevant  international 
 standard  pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 5 of Article 2.24 (Technical 
 Regulations). 


The Parties acknowledge that Iceland and Norway, following their 
obligations under the Agreement on the European Economic Area, signed in 
Porto on  2 May 1992 (EEA Agreement), adopt European Union (EU) 
technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures into their 
national legislations. Such adopted EU measures are referred to here and in 
paragraph 5 as harmonised technical regulations and conformity assessment 
procedures. Whereas non-harmonised technical regulations and conformity 
assessment procedures are prepared and reviewed at national level, the 
substance of harmonised technical regulations and conformity assessment 
procedures are prepared and reviewed by the EU. 
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With respect to harmonised technical regulations and conformity 
 assessment procedures, it is understood that, where relevant, obligations 
 under Articles 2.24 (Technical Regulations), 2.26 (Conformity Assessment) 
 and 2.27 (Transparency)  are considered fulfilled by Iceland and Norway 
 when the European Union has fulfilled its identical commitments in 
 accordance with the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the 
 European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the one 
 part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 
 other part, signed in London and Brussels on 30 December 2020 (UK-EU 
 TCA), except where Iceland and Norway have a discretion in how any EU 
 technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures are to be 
 implemented in their national law.  


ARTICLE 2.23 


Relationship with the TBT Agreement 


Articles 2 to 9 of, and Annexes 1 and 3 to, the WTO Agreement on 
 Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) are incorporated into and 
 made part of this Agreement mutatis mutandis. 


Terms referred to in this Section and in the Annexes to  this Section shall 
 have the same meaning as they have in the TBT Agreement. 


ARTICLE 2.24 
 Technical Regulations 


Each Party shall carry out impact assessments of planned technical 
 regulations in accordance with its respective rules and procedures. The rules 
 and procedures referred to in this paragraph and in paragraph 8 may provide 
 for exceptions. 


Each Party shall assess the available regulatory and non-regulatory 
 alternatives to the proposed technical regulation that may fulfil the Party’s 
 legitimate objectives, in accordance with Article 2.2 of the TBT Agreement. 


Each Party shall use relevant international standards as a basis for its 
 technical regulations except when it can demonstrate that such international 
 standards would be an ineffective or inappropriate means for the fulfilment 
 of the legitimate objectives pursued. 


International  standards  developed  by  the  International  Organization  for 
Standardization  (ISO), International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (Codex) shall be the relevant international standards within the 
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meaning of Articles 2 and 5 of the TBT Agreement and Annex 3 to the TBT 
 Agreement. 


A standard developed by other international organisations may also be 
 considered a relevant international standard within the meaning of Articles 
 2 and 5 of the TBT Agreement and Annex 3 to the TBT Agreement, 
 provided that: 


(a)  it has  been developed by a standardising body which seeks to 
 establish consensus either: 


(i)  among national delegations of the participating WTO 
 Members representing all the national standardising bodies in 
 their territory that have adopted, or expect to adopt, standards 
 for the subject matter to which the international 
 standardisation activity relates; or 


(ii)  among governmental bodies of participating WTO Members; 


and 


(b)  it has been developed in accordance with the Decision of the WTO 
 Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade on Principles for the 
 Development of International Standards, Guides and 
 Recommendations with relation to Articles 2 and 5 of the TBT 
 Agreement and Annex 3 to the TBT Agreement.3


Where a Party does not use international standards as a basis for a technical 
 regulation, on request of another Party, it shall identify any substantial 
 deviation from the relevant international standard, explain the reasons why 
 such standards were judged inappropriate or ineffective for the objective 
 pursued, and provide the scientific or technical evidence on which that 
 assessment was based. 


Each  Party  shall  review  its  technical  regulations in accordance with its 
 respective rules and procedures to increase the convergence of those 
 technical regulations with relevant international standards, taking into 
 account, inter alia, any new developments in the relevant international 
 standards or any changes in the circumstances that have given rise to 
 divergence from any relevant international standards. 


In accordance with its respective rules and procedures and without prejudice 
 to  Chapter  11  (Good Regulatory Practices and Regulatory Cooperation), 
 when developing a major technical regulation which may have a significant 
 effect on trade, each Party shall ensure that procedures exist that allow 
 persons to express their opinion in a public consultation, except where 
 urgent problems of safety, health, environment or national security arise or 
 threaten to arise. Each Party shall allow persons of another Party to 


3   G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 4. 
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participate in such consultations on terms that are no less favourable than 
 those accorded to its own nationals, and shall make the results of those 
 consultations public. 


ARTICLE 2.25 
 Standards 


Each  Party  shall  encourage  the  standardising  bodies  established  in that 
 Party, as well as the regional standardising bodies of which a Party or the 
 standardising bodies established in the Party are members: 


(a)  to participate, within the limits of their resources, in the preparation of 
 international standards by relevant international standardising bodies; 


(b)  to use relevant international standards as a basis for the standards they 
 develop,  except  where such international standards would be 
 ineffective or inappropriate, for example because of an insufficient 
 level of protection, fundamental climatic or geographical factors or 
 fundamental technological problems; 


(c)  to avoid duplications of, or overlaps with, the work of international 
 standardising bodies; 


(d)  to review national and regional standards that are not based on 
 relevant international standards at regular intervals, with a view to 
 increasing the convergence of those standards with relevant 
 international standards; 


(e)  to cooperate with the relevant standardising bodies of another Party in 
 international standardisation activities, including through cooperation 
 in the international standardising bodies or at regional level; 


(f)  to foster bilateral cooperation with the standardising bodies of another 
 Party; and 


(g)  to exchange information between standardising bodies. 


The Parties shall exchange information on: 


(a)  their respective use of standards in support of technical regulations; 


and 


(b)  their respective standardisation processes, and the extent to which 
 they use international, regional or sub-regional standards as a basis 
 for their national standards. 


Where standards are rendered mandatory in a draft technical regulation or 
conformity assessment procedure, through incorporation or reference, the 
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transparency obligations set out in Article 2.27 (Transparency)  of this 
 Agreement and in Articles 2 or 5 of the TBT Agreement shall apply. 


ARTICLE 2.26 
 Conformity Assessment 


Article 2.24 (Technical Regulations) concerning the preparation, adoption 
 and application of technical regulations shall also apply to conformity 
 assessment procedures, mutatis mutandis. 


Where a Party requires conformity assessment as a positive assurance that a 
 product conforms with a technical regulation, it shall: 


(a)  select conformity assessment procedures that are proportionate to the 
 risks involved, as determined on the basis of a risk-assessment; 


(b)  consider as proof of compliance with technical regulations the use of a 
 supplier’s declaration of conformity, i.e. a declaration of conformity 
 issued by the manufacturer on the sole responsibility of the 
 manufacturer without a mandatory third-party assessment, as 
 assurance of conformity among the options for showing compliance 
 with technical regulations; and 


(c)  where requested by another Party, provide information on the criteria 
 used to select the conformity assessment procedures for specific 
 products. 


Where a Party requires third party conformity assessment as a positive 
 assurance that a product conforms with a technical regulation and it has not 
 reserved this task to a government authority as specified in paragraph 4, it 
 shall: 


(a)  use accreditation, as appropriate, as a means to demonstrate technical 
 competence to qualify conformity assessment bodies. Without 
 prejudice to its right to establish requirements for conformity 
 assessment bodies, each Party recognises the valuable role that 
 accreditation operated with authority derived from government and 
 on a non-commercial basis can play in the qualification of conformity 
 assessment bodies; 


(b)  use relevant international standards for accreditation and conformity 
 assessment; 


(c)  encourage accreditation bodies and conformity assessment bodies 
located in that Party to join any relevant functioning international 
agreements or arrangements for harmonisation or facilitation of 
acceptance of conformity assessment results; 
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(d)  if two or more conformity assessment bodies are authorised by a 
 Party to carry out conformity assessment procedures required for 
 placing a product on the market, ensure that economic operators have 
 a choice amongst the conformity assessment bodies designated by the 
 authorities of a Party for a particular product or set of products; 


(e)  ensure that conformity assessment bodies are independent of 
 manufacturers, importers and economic operators in general and that 
 there  are  no  conflicts  of  interest  between  accreditation bodies and 
 conformity assessment bodies; 


(f)  allow conformity assessment bodies to use subcontractors to perform 
 testing or inspections in relation to the conformity assessment, 
 including subcontractors located in another Party, and may require 
 subcontractors to meet the same requirements the conformity 
 assessment body must meet to perform such testing or inspections 
 itself; and 


(g)  publish on a single website a list of the bodies that it has designated to 
 perform such conformity assessment and the relevant information on 
 the scope of designation of each such body. 


Nothing in this Article shall preclude a Party from requiring that conformity 
 assessment in relation to specific products is performed by its specified 
 government authorities. If a Party requires that conformity assessment is 
 performed by its specified government authorities, that Party shall: 


(a)  limit the conformity assessment fees to the approximate cost of the 
 services rendered and, at the request of an applicant for  conformity 
 assessment,  explain  how  any  fees  it  imposes  for  that conformity 
 assessment are limited to the approximate cost of services rendered; 


and 


(b)  make publicly available the conformity assessment fees. 


Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 to 4, each Party shall accept a supplier’s 
 declaration of conformity as proof of compliance with its technical 
 regulations in those product areas where it does so on the date of entry into 
 force of this Agreement. 


Each Party shall publish and maintain a list of the product areas referred to 
 in paragraph 5 for information purposes, together with the references to the 
 applicable technical regulations. 


Notwithstanding paragraph 5, each Party may introduce requirements for 
the mandatory third party testing or certification of the product areas 
referred to in that paragraph, provided that such requirements are justified 
on grounds of legitimate objectives and are proportionate to the purpose of 
giving the importing Party adequate confidence that products conform with 
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the applicable technical regulations or standards, taking account of the risks 
 that non-conformity would create. 


A Party proposing to introduce the conformity assessment procedures 
 referred to in paragraph 7 shall notify the other Parties at an early stage and 
 shall take the comments of the other Parties into account in devising any 
 such conformity assessment procedures. 


ARTICLE 2.27 
 Transparency 


Except where urgent problems of safety, health, environmental protection or 
 national security arise or threaten to arise, each Party shall allow the other 
 Parties to provide written comments on notified proposed technical 
 regulations and conformity assessment procedures within a period of at 
 least 60 days from the date of the transmission of the notification of such 
 regulations or procedures to the WTO Central Registry of Notifications. A 
 Party shall give positive consideration to a reasonable request to extend that 
 comment period. 


Each Party shall provide the electronic version of the full notified text 
 together with the notification. In the event that the notified text is not in one 
 of the official WTO languages, the notifying Party shall provide a detailed 
 and comprehensive description of the content of the measure in the WTO 
 notification format. 


If a Party receives written comments on its proposed technical regulation or 
 conformity assessment procedure from another Party, it shall: 


(a)  if requested by the Party concerned, discuss the written comments 
 with the participation of its competent regulatory authority, at a time 
 when they can be taken into account; and 


(b)  reply in writing to the comments no later than the date of publication of 
 the technical regulation or conformity assessment procedure. 


Each Party shall endeavour  to publish on a website its responses to the 
 comments it receives following the notification referred to in paragraph 1 
 no later than on the date of publication of the adopted technical regulation 
 or conformity assessment procedure. 


Each Party shall, where requested by another Party, provide information 
regarding the objectives of, legal basis for and rationale for, any technical 
regulation or conformity assessment procedure that the Party has adopted or 
is proposing to adopt. 
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Each Party shall ensure that the technical regulations and conformity 
 assessment procedures it has adopted are published on a website that is 
 accessible free of charge. 


Each Party shall provide information on the adoption and the entry into 
 force of technical regulations or conformity assessment procedures and the 
 adopted final texts through an addendum to the original notification to the 
 WTO. 


Each Party shall allow a reasonable interval between the publication of 
 technical regulations and their entry into force, in order to allow time for the 
 economic operators of the other Parties to adapt.  


A  Party  shall  give  positive  consideration  to  a  reasonable  request  from 
 another Party received prior to the end of the comment period set out in 
 paragraph 1 to extend the period of time between the adoption of the 
 technical regulation and its entry into force, except where the delay would 
 be ineffective in fulfilling the legitimate objectives pursued. 


Each Party shall ensure that the enquiry point established in accordance with 
 Article 10 of the TBT Agreement provides information and answers in one 
 of the official WTO languages to reasonable enquiries from the other Parties 
 or from interested persons of the other Parties regarding adopted technical 
 regulations and conformity assessment procedures. 


ARTICLE 2.28 
 Marking and Labelling 


The  technical  regulations  of  a  Party  may  include  or  exclusively  address 
 mandatory marking or labelling requirements. In such cases, the principles 
 of Article 2.2 of the TBT Agreement apply to these technical regulations. 


Where a Party requires mandatory marking or labelling of products, all of 
 the following conditions shall apply: 


(a)  it shall only require information which is relevant for consumers or 
 users of the product or information that indicates that  the  product 
 conforms to the mandatory technical requirements; 


(b)  it shall not require any prior approval, registration or certification of 
 the labels or markings of products, nor any fee disbursement, as a 
 precondition for placing on its market products that otherwise comply 
 with its mandatory technical requirements unless it is necessary in 
 view of legitimate objectives; 


(c)  where the Party requires the use of a unique identification number by 
economic operators, it shall issue such a number to the economic 
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operators of another Party without undue delay and on a non-
 discriminatory basis; 


(d)  unless the information listed in points (i), (ii) or (iii) would be 
 misleading, contradictory or confusing in relation to the information 
 that the importing Party requires with respect to the goods, the 
 importing Party shall permit: 


(i)  information in other languages in addition to the language 
 required in the importing Party of the goods; 


(ii)  internationally-accepted nomenclatures, pictograms, symbols 
 or graphics; and 


(iii)  additional information to that required in the importing Party 
 of the goods; 


(e)  it shall accept that labelling, including supplementary labelling or 
 corrections to labelling, take place in customs warehouses or other 
 designated areas in the country of import as an alternative to labelling 
 in the country of origin, unless such labelling is required for reasons 
 of public health or safety or required for products – other than food, 
 feed and seeds –  consisting of or containing genetically modified 
 organisms;  


(f)  unless it considers that legitimate objectives may be undermined, it 
 shall endeavour to accept the use of non-permanent or detachable 
 labels, or marking or labelling in the accompanying documentation, 
 rather than requiring labels or marking to be physically attached to the 
 product; and 


(g)  paragraph 2 does not apply for tobacco products, nicotine products 
 and related products. 


ARTICLE 2.29 


Cooperation on Market Surveillance and Non-Food Product Safety and 
 Compliance 


The Parties recognise the importance of cooperation on market surveillance, 
 compliance and the safety of non-food products for the facilitation of trade 
 and for the protection of consumers and other users, and the importance of 
 building mutual trust based on shared information. 


To guarantee the independent and impartial functioning of market 
 surveillance, the Parties shall ensure: 


(a)  the separation of market surveillance functions from conformity 
assessment functions; and 
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(b)  the absence of any interests that would affect the impartiality of market 
 surveillance  authorities in the performance of their control or 
 supervision of economic operators. 


The Parties shall cooperate and exchange information in the area of non-
 food product safety and compliance, which may include in particular the 
 following: 


(a)  market surveillance and enforcement activities and measures; 


(b)  risk assessment methods and product testing; 


(c)  coordinated product recalls or other similar actions; 


(d)  scientific, technical and regulatory matters in order to improve non-
 food product safety and compliance; 


(e)  emerging issues of significant health and safety relevance; 


(f)  standardisation-related activities; 


(g)  exchanges of officials. 


The  Parties may establish arrangements on the regular exchange of 
 information, including the exchange of information by electronic means, 
 regarding measures taken on non-compliant non-food products. 


Each Party shall use the information obtained pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 
 4 for the sole purpose of protecting consumers, health, safety or the 
 environment. 


Each Party shall treat the information obtained pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 
 4 as confidential. This provision shall not prevent disclosure of such 
 information which may be required under national law. 


The arrangements referred to in paragraph 4 shall specify the type of 
 information to be exchanged, the modalities for the exchange and the 
 application of confidentiality and personal data protection rules. 


For the purposes of this Article, “market surveillance”  means activities 
 conducted and measures taken by market surveillance and enforcement 
 authorities, including activities conducted and  measures  taken  in 
 cooperation with economic operators, on the basis of procedures of a Party 
 to enable  that  Party  to  monitor  or  address  safety  of  products  and  their 
 compliance with the requirements set out in its laws and regulations. 


Each Party shall ensure that any measure taken by its market surveillance or 
enforcement authorities to withdraw or recall from its market or to prohibit 
or restrict the making available on its market of a product imported from 
another Party, for reasons related to non-compliance with the applicable 
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legislation, is proportionate, states the exact grounds on which the measure 
 is based and is communicated without delay to the relevant economic 
 operator. 


ARTICLE 2.30 
 Technical Discussions 


If a Party considers that a draft or proposed technical regulation or 
 conformity assessment procedure of another Party might have a significant 
 effect on trade between the Parties, it may request technical discussions on 
 the matter. The request shall be made in writing to the Party concerned and 
 shall identify: 


(a)  the measure at issue; 


(b)  the provisions of this Section or of an Annex to this Section to which 
 the concerns relate; and 


(c)  the reasons for the request, including a description of the requesting 
 Party’s concerns regarding the measure. 


A Party shall deliver its request to the contact point of the Party concerned 
 designated pursuant to Article 2.32 (Contact Points). 


At the request of a Party, the Parties shall meet to  discuss the concerns 
 raised in the request,  in  person  or  via  videoconference  or  teleconference, 
 within 60 days of the date of the request and shall endeavour to resolve the 
 matter as expeditiously as possible. If a requesting Party believes that the 
 matter is urgent, it may request that any meeting take place within a shorter 
 time frame. In such cases, the responding Party shall give positive 
 consideration to such a request. 


ARTICLE 2.31 
 Cooperation 


The Parties shall cooperate in the field of technical regulations, standards 
 and conformity assessment procedures, where it is in their mutual interest, 
 and without prejudice to the autonomy of their own respective decision-
 making and legal orders. The Sub-Committee on Technical  Barriers  to 
 Trade may exchange views with respect to the cooperation activities carried 
 out under this Article or the Annexes to this Section. 


For the purposes of paragraph 1, the Parties shall seek to identify, develop 
and promote cooperation activities of mutual interest. These activities may 
in particular relate to: 
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(a)  the exchange of information, experience and data related to technical 
 regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures; 


(b)  ensuring efficient interaction and cooperation of their respective 
 regulatory authorities at international, regional or national level; 


(c)  exchanging information, to the extent possible, about international 
 agreements and arrangements regarding technical barriers to trade to 
 which one or all Parties are party; and 


(d)  establishment of or participation in trade facilitating initiatives. 


ARTICLE 2.32 
 Contact Points 


Upon the entry into force of this Agreement, each Party shall designate a 
 contact  point  for  the implementation of this Section and shall notify the 
 other Parties of the contact details for the contact point, including 
 information regarding the relevant officials. The Parties shall promptly 
 notify each other of any change of those contact details. 


The contact point shall provide any information or explanation requested by 
 the contact point of the other Parties in relation to the implementation of this 
 Section within a reasonable period of time and, if possible, within 60 days of 
 the date of receipt of the request. 


ARTICLE 2.33 


Sub-Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade 


The Parties hereby establish a Sub-Committee on Technical Barriers to 
 Trade  which  shall supervise the implementation and operation of this 
 Section and the Annexes to it and shall promptly clarify and address, where 
 possible, any issue raised by a Party relating to the development, adoption 
 or application of technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment 
 procedures under this Section or the TBT Agreement. 


The  Sub-Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade  shall without undue 
 delay review this Section and related annexes in light of relevant 
 developments under the UK-EU TCA. In such reviews, the Parties shall 
 endeavour to agree on recommendations for alignment of this Section with 
 the Technical Barriers to Trade Chapter and related annexes under the TCA. 


Such  recommendations for amendments shall be submitted to the Joint 
Committee. 
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The  Sub-Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade  may establish, if 
 necessary, to achieve the objectives of this Section, ad hoc technical 
 working groups to deal with specific issues or sectors. 


The Sub-Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade shall meet on request of 
a Party, and no later than five years after the entry into force of this 
Agreement, and thereafter on request by a Party. 



(38)38 
 SECTION 2.3  


SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES 


ARTICLE2.34 
 Objectives 
 The objectives of this Section are to: 


(a)  protect human, animal and plant life or health, and the environment 
 while facilitating trade; 


(b)  further the implementation of the SPS Agreement; 


(c)  ensure that the Parties’ SPS measures do not create unjustified 
 barriers to trade; 


(d)  promote greater transparency and understanding on the application of 
 each Party’s SPS measures; 


(e)  enhance  cooperation between the Parties on animal welfare, the 
 promotion of sustainable food systems, and in the fight against 
 antimicrobial resistance; 


(f)  enhance cooperation in international standard-setting bodies to 
 develop international standards, guidelines and recommendations on 
 animal health, food safety and plant health, including international 
 plant commodity standards; and 


(g)  promote the implementation by each Party of international standards, 
 guidelines and recommendations. 


ARTICLE2.35 
 Scope 


This Section applies to SPS measures of a Party that may, directly or 
 indirectly, affect trade between the Parties. 


This Section also applies to cooperation between the Parties on animal 
welfare, antimicrobial resistance and sustainable food systems. 
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