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(4)
Part I. Joint provisions  



Chapter 1. Purpose and scope of the Act  


Section 1-1. Purpose of the Act  


The purpose of this Act is to make provisions for universities and university colleges 
 to  


a) provide higher education at a high international level; 


b) conduct research and academic and artistic development work at a high 
 international level;  


c) disseminate knowledge of the institution’s activities and promote an understanding 
 of the principle of academic freedom and application of scientific and artistic 
 methods and results in the teaching of students, in the institution’s own general 
 activity as well as in public administration, in cultural life and in business and 
 industry.  


Amended by Act of 14 Dec 2007 no. 117  (effective 1 Jan 2008 pursuant to Decree of 14 Dec 2007 no. 1440). 


  


Section 1-2. The scope of the Act - universities and university colleges  
 (1) The Act must apply to universities and university colleges that provide 
 education accredited pursuant to this Act or that have obtained institutional 
 accreditation, cf. Section 3-1, as  


a) a university,  


b) a specialized university institution or  
 c) a university college.  


(2)  The category to which an individual institution belongs will be decided by the 
 King on the basis of an accreditation assessment by the Norwegian Agency for 
 Quality Assurance in Education (NOKUT).  


(3)  The King may, on the basis of an accreditation assessment by NOKUT, decide 
 that certain provisions of this Act will apply correspondingly to other institutions.  


(4)  The Ministry may, on the recommendation of the board,  decide that 


deviations may be made from provisions of this Act and from regulations laid down 
 pursuant to the Act in connection with time-limited educational or organizational pilot 
 schemes.  


(5)  The Act must apply to universities and university colleges with activities in the 
 Realm. The Act must apply to Svalbard and Jan Mayen unless otherwise prescribed 
 by the King. The King may lay down special provisions out of regard for local 
 conditions.  


(6)  The Act will not apply to activities conducted outside the Realm. The King 
 may nevertheless decide that such activities must wholly or partly be made subject to 
 the provisions of the Act.  


(7)  By agreement with a foreign state or international organization, the scope of 
the Act may be extended or restricted within specific fields.  



(5)  


Section 1-3. The institutions’ activities  


Universities and university colleges must promote the purpose of the Act by:  


a) providing higher education based on the foremost within research, academic and 
 artistic development work, and experience-based knowledge;  


b) conducting research and academic and artistic development work;  


c) efficiently managing the resources provided and actively seeking external 
 resources;  


d) helping to disseminate and communicate the results of research and of academic 
 and artistic development work;  


e) contributing to innovation and value creation based on results from research and 
 academic and artistic development work;  


f) facilitating participation in the public debate by the institution’s staff and students;  


g) helping to ensure that Norwegian higher education and research are at the forefront 
 of international research and of developments within higher education;  


h) cooperating with other universities, university colleges and corresponding 
 institutions in other countries, local and regional civic and working life, public 
 administration and international organizations;  


i) providing continuing and further education in the institution’s field of 
 accreditation.  


  


Section 1-4. The special responsibilities of certain institutions 


(1)  Universities and university colleges have a special responsibility for basic 
 research and research training in the fields in which they award doctorates.  


(2)  The University of Bergen, the University of Oslo, the University of Tromsø - 
 the Arctic University of Norway, the Norwegian University of Science and 


Technology, and the University of Stavanger have a special national responsibility for 
 developing, managing and maintaining museums with scientific collections and 
 public exhibitions. The Ministry may issue further regulations concerning cooperation 
 and division of responsibilities between the universities in this area.  


(3)  The Ministry may assign certain institutions a special national responsibility 
 for research or education in specific fields. In the same way, the Ministry may assign 
 certain institutions special national responsibility for developing, managing and 
 maintaining research libraries, knowledge repositories and databases, as well as 
 museums with scientific collections and public exhibitions for specific fields.  


(4)  The Ministry may, in consultation with the institution concerned, place the 
 management of a common national operation at a specific institution without the 
 institution’s own governing body being made responsible for the academic activities 
 involved.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 19 
June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 



(6)Section 1-5. Academic freedom and responsibility 


(1) Universities and university colleges must promote and safeguard academic 
 freedom. The institutions are responsible for ensuring that teaching, research and 
 academic and artistic development work maintain a high professional level and are 
 conducted in accordance with recognized scientific, artistic, educational and ethical 
 principles.  


(2) In other respects, universities and university colleges are entitled to establish their 
 own academic and value basis within the framework laid down in or pursuant to law. 


(3) Universities or university colleges may not be instructed regarding  


a) the academic content of their teaching and the content of research or artistic or 
 academic development work.  


b) individual appointments.  


(4) Each person teaching at institutions subject to this Act has an independent 
 academic responsibility for the contents and plan for the teaching within the 
 framework that is determined by the institution or that follows from statutes or 
 regulations pursuant to statutes.  


(5) A person appointed to a position where research or academic or artistic 


development work is part of the duties, is entitled to choose the topic and method for 
 his/her research or development work within the framework that follows from the 
 employment contract or a special agreement.  


(6) Universities and university colleges must ensure transparency regarding the results 
 of research or academic or artistic development work. Anyone appointed to a position 
 as mentioned in the fifth subsection is entitled to publish their results and must make 
 sure such publication takes place. The relevant research basis must be made available 
 in line with good practice in the field. The board may consent to postponed 


publication when required for legitimate reasons. No permanent restrictions in the 
 right to publish results can be agreed or stipulated beyond what follows from statute 
 or pursuant to statute.  


Amended by Act of 14 December 2007 no. 117 (effective 1 January 2008 pursuant to Decree of 14 December  
 2007 no. 1440). 


Section 1-6. Quality assurance  


Universities and university colleges must have a satisfactory internal system for 
 quality assurance that will ensure and further develop the quality of the education. 


Student evaluation of courses must be included in the system for quality assurance.  


Amended by Act of 17 June 2016 no. 69  (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no. 683). 


Section 1-7. Responsibility for maintaining and further developing Norwegian  
 academic language 


Universities and university colleges are responsible for maintaining and further 
 developing Norwegian academic language. 


Added by Act of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree of 19 June 2009 no. 676). 



(7)
Chapter 2. The Norwegian Agency for Quality Assurance in  Education - NOKUT  


Section 2-1. NOKUT’s responsibilities and authority  


(1) NOKUT is a state agency that has professional autonomy when carrying out its 
 duties stipulated in the third and fourth subsections.   


(2) The purpose of NOKUT’s activity is to monitor the quality of higher education 
 and tertiary vocational college education, grant general recognition of foreign 
 higher education qualifications and promote quality development that ensures a 
 high international level in the education provided by the institutions. NOKUT’s 
 work must help foster public trust in the quality of Norwegian higher education, 
 tertiary vocational college education and recognised higher education from 
 abroad. In its work, NOKUT must seek to assist the institutions in their 
 development work.  


(3) NOKUT must accredit institutions and the courses they provide, monitor the 
 institutions’ quality work and supervise that institutions and existing courses meet 
 current standards and accreditation criteria. NOKUT must also provide a general 
 recognition of foreign education. NOKUT may use other policy instruments and 
 implement other measures as long as they are in accordance with the purpose for 
 NOKUT’s activity. 


(4) NOKUT must conduct evaluations of significance for assessing the quality of 
 higher education. The Ministry may order NOKUT to conduct such evaluations. 


All evaluations conducted by NOKUT are public, and NOKUT must contribute to 
 them being made known.  


(5) NOKUT’s decisions regarding private institutions may by means of regulations be 
 exempt from the provisions in Chapter VI of the Public Administration Act.  


(6) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning 


a) Requirements for quality assurance systems and quality work;  


b) Standards and criteria for accreditation of institutions and study programmes;  


c) Procedural rules for NOKUT’s activity. 


NOKUT  may issue more detailed regulations concerning the same topics.  


Amended by Acts of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 17 
 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree 17 June 2016 no. 683), 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 
 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree of 15 June 2018 no. 892).


Section 2-2. NOKUT’s board  


(1)  NOKUT is governed by a board that has overall responsibility for NOKUT’s 
 activities and the decisions made by NOKUT.  


(2)  The board is appointed by the Ministry and consists of nine members. One 
member must be a student at a university or university college, and one member must 
be a student at a tertiary vocational college. One member must be appointed from 
among NOKUT’s staff and have the right to vote in matters concerning the staff. 



(8)Deputy board members must be appointed, including personal deputy board members 
 for the staff and student members. The Ministry must appoint the chair of the board.  


(3)  The board’s term of office is four years. Student members are appointed for 
 two years.  


(4)  Members of the board may not hold leading positions or office at institutions 
 that are subject to this Act.  


(5)  The board appoints NOKUT’s director for a fixed term. The fixed term must 
 be six years.  


Amended by Acts of 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 17 
 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree 17 June 2016 no. 683). 



Chapter 3. Academic provisions – accreditation   


Section 3-1. Accreditation of study programmes and institutions  


(1)  Accreditation is understood in the present Act as an assessment of whether a 
 higher education institution or a study programme fulfils the standards and criteria 
 stipulated by the Ministry and NOKUT. Accreditation is a precondition for the 
 provision of higher education. Accredited study programmes must comply with the 
 National Qualifications Framework. Study programmes offered by new providers 
 may only be accredited if the programme leads to at least a bachelor’s degree. 


(2)  NOKUT’s accreditation of institutions and study programmes must be based 
 on an evaluation conducted by external experts appointed by NOKUT.  


(3)  Educational institutions accredited pursuant to Section 3-3 first and second 
 subsection may themselves accredit new  study programmes in line with their 
 academic authority. The institutions’ accreditation must be based on standards and 
 criteria as mentioned in the first subsection, and the assessment of the study 
 programmes must be documented.  


(4)  If NOKUT finds that an institution or a course no longer meets the stipulated 
 standards and criteria, a time limit must be given for correcting the matters. If the 
 standards and criteria have still not been met, NOKUT must withdraw its 


accreditation of the institution or course.  


Amended by Act of 17 June 2016 no. 69  (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no. 683). 


Section 3-2. Degrees, professional qualifications and titles  


(1)  The King decides which degrees and professional qualifications an institution 
 may award, the length of time in which it should be possible to complete the relevant 
 programme of study, and which title each degree or professional training qualification 
 confers the right to. The Ministry may issue regulations concerning a national 


qualifications framework and concerning the institutions’ right to joint degrees and 
 professional qualifications in cooperation with other institutions. The Ministry may 
 issue regulations concerning requirements regarding higher degrees and the required 
 amount of independent work in higher degrees.  


(2)  The Ministry may lay down national curriculum regulations for certain study 
programmes.  



(9)(3)  The Ministry may stipulate that a mandatory national part-examination will be 
 held in certain subjects or courses, and whether the result will be recorded on the 
 degree diploma. 


(4)  The Ministry may stipulate that specific courses of up to 20 credits will form 
 part of a degree programme.  


(5)  An institution that has a right to award doctorates or corresponding degrees, 
 may in the same fields award honorary doctorates (doctor honoris causa) for 
 important scientific or artistic contributions, or outstanding work for the benefit of 
 science or art.  


(6)  The Ministry may, by regulation or individual decision, prohibit the use of 
 titles which give a false impression of being of the same nature as titles protected 
 pursuant to the first or fifth subsection or which are, in a misleading manner, likely to 
 be confused with them.  


(7)  The deliberate or negligent award or use of a title, alone or as part of another 
 title, by someone who has no right to it pursuant to the first or fifth subsection, or in 
 contravention of a prohibition stipulated pursuant to the sixth subsection, is 


punishable by violation fines issued by the Ministry. Such fines may be imposed on 
 an enterprise even though no individual is guilty as described in the first sentence. 


The Ministry may issue regulations concerning the issue, size, due date, appeal, 
 review and reduction of a violation fine. A final decision regarding a violation fine 
 forms the basis for enforcement of debt.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 17 
 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree 17 June 2016 no. 683).  


Section 3-3. Academic authorization  


(1)  Institutions accredited as universities have the authority to themselves accredit 
 the courses they will provide.  


(2)  Institutions accredited as specialized university institutions or university 
 colleges have the authority to themselves accredit the courses they will provide at a 
 lower degree level. In fields where such institutions have the right to award doctorates 
 or corresponding degrees, they may themselves accredit courses they will offer at a 
 lower or higher degree level. In fields where the institutions do not have the right to 
 award doctorates, they must apply to NOKUT for accreditation of courses at a higher 
 degree level.  


(3)  The board approves the programme description for the academic content of the 
 study programmes, including provisions concerning required courses, practice and the 
 like and concerning forms of assessment.  


(4)  Authorities granted pursuant to the first and second subsections may be 
 withdrawn by the Ministry if the institutions do not have a satisfactory quality 
 assurance system which ensures and further develops the quality of education.  


Amended by Act of 17 June 2016 no. 69  (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no. 683).


Section 3-4. General recognition 



(10)NOKUT decides, upon application from individuals, whether education from a 
 foreign higher educational institution or a Norwegian institution not subject to this 
 Act, will be granted general recognition so that the education in level and scope is 
 recognized as on a par with accredited Norwegian higher education. The appeals body 
 cannot review NOKUT’s assessment of the level and scope of the completed 


education.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 20 
 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 17 June 2016 no. 69 
 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no 683).


Section 3-5 Academic recognition  


(1)  Universities and university colleges that offer accredited study programmes 
 pursuant to this Act, must credit courses, subjects or tests that have been passed at 
 other universities and university colleges which offer accredited study programmes 
 with the same number of credits, to the extent they meet the academic requirements 
 for a particular examination, degree or education at the institution. The institution 
 concerned must ensure that double credit is not awarded for the same academic 
 content in the same degree.  


(2)  Universities and university colleges that offer accredited study programmes 
 pursuant to this Act, may grant exemptions for parts of the study programme on the 
 basis of another appropriate examination or test. Documented prior learning (formal, 
 informal and non-formal) may also provide the basis for an exemption. The Ministry 
 may instruct the institutions to coordinate their practice.  


(3)  Universities and university colleges that are accredited pursuant to this Act, 
 must themselves decide applications from individuals for recognition of other higher 
 education as academically equivalent to education provided by the institution. 


Recognition pursuant to this provision gives the right to use the title established for 
 the education to which equivalence is granted.  


(4)  In special cases, recognition pursuant to the third subsection may be granted 
 wholly or partly on the basis of competence documented in other ways than by 
 examinations. Applicants may be required to take tests to check the documented 
 competence or to take supplementary tests.  


(5)  NOKUT is responsible for communicating information regarding the 


institutions’ decisions to recognize higher education pursuant to the third subsection 
 and must facilitate a consistent national practice. 


(6)  When assessing a foreign doctorate in other cases than in an application for a  
 vacant position at the institution, the board of the institution may decide that the 
 applicant must pay the institution’s costs for conducting the assessment.  


(7)  The Ministry may issue regulations concerning recognition, procedures and 
 right of appeal pursuant to this section.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 20 
June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 17 June 2016 no. 69 
(effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no 683). 



(11)Section 3-6. Requirements for admission to higher education  


(1)  The general basis for admission as a student (the higher education entrance 
 qualification) is successful completion of the Norwegian upper secondary school and 
 fulfilment of the requirements regarding subject combinations and hours of study laid 
 down by the Ministry. The Ministry may stipulate that other suitable education or 
 combinations of education and work experience will constitute a general basis for 
 admission. The institution must consider whether applicants hold qualifications 
 corresponding to the stipulated admission requirements.  


(2)  The institutions may grant applicants who are 25 years of age or older in the 
 admission year, admission to specific courses if they on the basis of their prior 
 learning (formal and non-formal) hold the necessary qualifications for the course 
 concerned. The Ministry may issue further provisions concerning documentation, 
 procedures and any coordination.  


(3)  The Ministry may stipulate in regulations that the institutions in special cases 
 may make exceptions from the provision concerning the higher education entrance 
 qualification for applicants under 25 years of age.  


(4)  The Ministry may in regulations exempt particular courses or subjects from 
 the higher education entrance qualification.  


(5)  The Ministry may in regulations impose special admission requirements when 
 this is required to complete the course of study.  


(6)  Those admitted to one institution under the present Act are entitled to 


admission to open courses of study at the others, provided the admission requirement 
 is the higher education entrance qualification and the applicant was not admitted 
 pursuant to the second, third or fourth subsection.  


(7)  The board may stipulate minimum academic requirements for admission to 
 higher degree courses.  


  


Section 3-7. Student admission  


(1) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning national coordination of 
 admissions.  


(2) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning consideration of appeals and 
 ranking of applicants.  


(3) There must be a separate admission to higher degree courses.  


(4) The Ministry may impose a restriction on admissions when it is found necessary 
 following a total assessment of educational provision in Norway.  


(5) When necessary for capacity or resource reasons, the board itself may restrict 
 admission to particular courses or parts of courses within the guidelines and 
 objectives issued by the Ministry.  


(6) The use of forged diplomas or other forged documents is prohibited. The same 
applies for documents issued by fake institutions. The Ministry may issue 
regulations with more detailed provisions as to what is considered forged 



(12)diplomas, forged documents, or documents issued by fake institutions pursuant to 
 this provision.  


(7) If an institution subject to this Act, or NOKUT or the Norwegian Universities and 
 Colleges Admission Service (NUCAS) discovers that a student has submitted a 
 forged diploma or other forged documents or documents issued from a fake 
 institution, the matter must be reported to the police. 


(8) A person who has applied for admission or recognition pursuant to Sections 3-4 
 and 3-5 by using a forged diploma or other forged documents or documents issued 
 from a fake institution, will have the documents in question confiscated and will 
 not be granted admission or have his or her education recognized for up to one 
 year. Decisions regarding confiscation and decisions regarding the period of 
 quarantine pursuant to this provision will be made by the board itself or the 


institution’s appeals committee with two thirds majority. The Ministry or a special 
 body of appeal appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 5-1 seventh subsection, is 
 the appeals body.  


(9) If an institution has recruited foreign students by means of external placement 
 services, the institution is responsible for  


a)  ensuring that the students have received satisfactory information concerning 
 the courses to which they have been admitted, including the course structure, the 
 nominal duration of the course and academic prerequisites;  


b)  ensuring that the student has received satisfactory information concerning the 
 educational institution, including information concerning the institution’s various 
 facilities for students;  


c)   knowing how the student has been recruited and on what conditions the 
 service has been provided to the student.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 20 
 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817). 


Section 3-8. Teaching  


(1)  The academic year is normally 10 months. Teaching terms will be decided by 
 the board. A full academic year must be equivalent to 60 credits.  


(2)  Lectures are as a general rule open to the public. If the nature of the lectures so 
 indicates, or if fees are prescribed for the study programme or course concerned, the 
 board may nevertheless decide that certain lectures will only be open to the 


institution’s students or certain groups of student.  


  


Section 3-9. Examinations and grading  


(1)  Universities and university colleges must ensure that students’ knowledge and 
 skills are tested and assessed in a manner that is impartial and academically sound. 


The assessment must also safeguard the academic standards of the course of study in 
question. An external evaluation must be made of the assessment or assessment 
arrangements.  



(13)(2)  The board must appoint examiners for examinations, tests, assessment of 
 assignments or other assessments when the results are entered on the diploma or 
 included in the grade given for the course of study. At least two examiners, and at 
 least one of them external, must assess a candidate’s independent work in higher 
 degree courses. Written guidelines for examiners must be prepared for all 


examinations.  


(3)  The oral part of examinations and tests must be open to the public unless 
 regard for the examination or test arrangements indicates otherwise. The board may 
 make exceptions to the rule concerning public examinations in particular cases at the 
 request of the examination candidate, when weighty reasons so indicate.  


(4)  The examination result must be made known within three weeks unless for 
 special reasons more time is required. The board may itself make exceptions in 
 respect of specific examinations and may in temporary regulations pursuant to the 
 seventh subsection set a longer time limit when it is impossible to provide the number 
 of qualified examiners required to complete the grading within three weeks. The 
 board may itself in a regulation pursuant to the seventh subsection set a longer time 
 limit for dissertations and similar larger written works.  


(5)  Re-grading pursuant to Sections 5-2 and 5-3 must be carried out by at least 
 two new examiners, of whom at least one must be external. Grades may be changed 
 in the appellant’s favour and disfavour. If the final grade is set on the basis of both a 
 written and an oral test and the grade is changed after the re-grading of the written 
 part of the examination, a new oral test must be held to determine the final grade.  


(6)  The grade awarded following an examination, test, assessment of an 


assignment or other assessment must either be pass/fail or be based on a scale of five 
 grades from A to E to indicate a pass and F for fail.  


(7)  The board itself issues regulations governing the taking and arrangement of 
 examinations and tests, including the conditions for resitting an examination or test 
 and for permission to retake a practice period, and provisions concerning registration 
 and the conditions for registration for examinations. In the case of courses for which 
 national curriculum regulations have been established pursuant to Section 3-2, second 
 subsection, the regulations must be based on any general provisions concerning 
 examinations and assessment contained in the curriculum regulations. The board may 
 delegate to a faculty or department to issue supplementary provisions concerning 
 special circumstances relating to particular examinations.  


Amended by Acts of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 15 
 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree of 15 June 2018 no. 892).


Section 3-10. The right to sit examinations  


(1)  Anyone who satisfies the admission requirements, cf. Section 3-6, and other 
requirements for taking the examination in a given study programme or course of 
study, is entitled to take the examination. This also applies to students who have not 
been admitted to the study programme or course of study.  



(14)(2)  Permission to register for an examination pursuant to this section may be 
 refused if the candidate has not attended required courses or completed required 
 practice.  


(3)  The board issues regulations concerning permission to sit examinations, and 
 may stipulate a separate final registration date for a candidate who sits an examination 
 without having been admitted as a student.  


(4)  The board may decide that examination candidates who have not been 
 admitted as students on the course concerned, must pay a fee to cover the extra 
 expenses incurred by the institution in holding examinations for this group of 
 candidates or any fees prescribed for the course or study programme. The Ministry 
 may issue regulations concerning fees pursuant to this provision.  


  


Section 3-11. Diplomas  


(1)  The institution must issue a diploma for a completed course. At the same time, 
 a Diploma Supplement must be issued. NOKUT may issue guidelines for the content 
 of the Diploma Supplement.  


(2)  A person who has not completed their education, must on request be provided 
 with transcripts of the grades he or she obtained in examinations or tests passed.  


(3)  In the case of candidates who sit examinations pursuant to Section 3-10, first 
 subsection, second sentence, it must be indicated on the diploma or transcript if the 
 candidate’s knowledge and skills have been assessed in a different way from the 
 students who were admitted to the course.  


(4)  It must be indicated on the diploma if the education has been provided in 
 cooperation with other institutions, cf. Section 3-2, first subsection.  


(5)  When issuing diplomas, the institution must grant authorization to health 
 personnel, in so far as this is provided in regulations issued pursuant to the Act of 2 
 July 1999 No. 64 relating to health personnel.  


  



Chapter 4. The students’ rights and obligations  


Section 4-1. Student bodies  


(1)  The students attending universities and university colleges may establish a 
 student body to safeguard the interests of students and present their views to the board 
 of the institution. Students at individual faculties or departments may similarly 


establish student bodies there.  


(2)  Elections to bodies as mentioned in the first subsection must be by ballot 
 among the students unless unanimously decided otherwise by a general meeting. A 
 decision to adopt a voting system other than ballot will only apply to the immediately 
 subsequent election.  


(3)  Institutions must provide conditions in which student bodies are able to 
perform their functions in a satisfactory manner. The extent of such arrangements 



(15)must be specified in an agreement between the institution and the highest student 
 body.  


(4)  Student bodies must be heard in all questions concerning students at the 
 relevant level.  


  


Section 4-2. Individual education plan  


Between the institution and students admitted to courses of 60 credits or more, an 
 individual education plan must be prepared. The education plan must contain 
 provisions concerning the institution’s responsibility and obligations to the student 
 and the student’s obligations to the institution and fellow students. The Ministry may 
 issue regulations concerning the content of the education plan.  


  


Section 4-3. Learning environment  


(1)  The board has the overall responsibility for the students’ learning 


environment. In cooperation with student welfare organizations, the board must seek 
 to provide suitable conditions for a good study environment and to enhance student 
 welfare at the educational institution. The board must within its area of responsibility 
 work to prevent and stop harassment and sexual harassment, cf. section 13 of the 
 Equality and Anti-Discrimination Act. 


(2)  The board is responsible for ensuring that the learning environment at the 
 institution, including the physical and psychological working environment, is fully 
 satisfactory on the basis of an overall assessment of considerations regarding the 
 health, safety and welfare of the students. The design of the physical working 
 environment must as far as possible and reasonable, ensure  


a) that premises, access roads, staircases, etc. are dimensioned and equipped for the 
 activities that take place there.  


b) that the premises have satisfactory lighting and acoustics and a sound indoor 
 climate and air quality.  


c) that the premises are properly maintained and are clean and tidy.  


d) that the premises are equipped so as to avoid detrimental physical strain for the 
 students.  


e) that activities are planned so as to prevent injuries and accidents.  


f) that technical installations and equipment are provided with protective devices and 
 are maintained so as to protect students from danger to life and health.  


g) that premises, access roads, sanitary facilities and technical installations are 
 designed in such a way that people with disabilities can study at the institution.  


h) that the learning environment is well adapted for students of both sexes.  


i) that the learning environment is designed according to the principles of universal 
design.  



(16)The Ministry may in regulations lay down further provisions concerning requirements 
 regarding the learning environment.  


(3)  The institution must have a learning environment committee to assist in 
 ensuring implementation of the provisions laid down in the first and second 


subsections. The committee must take part in the planning of measures relating to the 
 learning environment and closely follow developments in matters concerning the 
 safety and welfare of the students. The board may also assign other duties to the 
 committee. The learning environment committee must be kept informed of 
 complaints concerning the learning environment that the institution receives from 
 students. The learning environment committee may make statements concerning such 
 matters. The learning environment committee must be informed of instructions and 
 other individual decisions issued by the Norwegian Labour Inspection Authority. The 
 learning environment committee reports directly to the board and must submit a 
 report each year concerning the institution’s work on the learning environment. The 
 students and the institution must each have an equal number of representatives on the 
 committee. The committee must elect a chair each year alternately from among the 
 institution’s and the students’ representatives.  


(4)  The institution’s work on the learning environment must be documented and 
 be included as part of the institution’s internal systems for quality assurance pursuant 
 to Section 1-6.  


(5)  Students with a disability and students with special needs are entitled to 
 suitable individual adaptation of the learning environment, teaching, teaching 
 materials and examinations, in order to ensure equal training and education 
 opportunities. This right concerns adaptations that do not place a disproportionate 
 burden on the educational institution. When determining this, special attention must 
 be paid to the effect of the adaptations in removing barriers for the students in 
 question, the costs of the adaptations and the institution’s resources. Institutions on 
 Svalbard must, to the extent possible and reasonable, adapt the study conditions to 
 suit students with special needs. This adaptation must not result in a reduction of the 
 academic requirements in the individual courses.  


(6)  The Norwegian Labour Inspection Authority supervises compliance with the 
 requirements laid down in the second subsection. The provisions of chapter 18 of the 
 Working Environment Act concerning supervision and coercive measures, etc. will 
 apply correspondingly in so far as they are applicable. The Ministry may issue 


regulations containing supplementary provisions concerning supervision and coercive 
 measures in order to promote compliance with this section.  


Amended by Act of 21 Dec 2005 no. 121 (effective 1 Jan 2006). 


Section 4-4. The students’ representation in the institution’s bodies  


(1)  The students must have at least 20 per cent of the representatives on all 
collegiate bodies that are given decision-making powers. In cases where this 
constitutes no more than one member, the students must have the right to an 
additional student representative with the right to speak and to submit proposals.  



(17)(2)  The provision of the first subsection may be departed from if the delegating 
 body unanimously decides otherwise.  


  


Section 4-5. Right to parental leave  


(1)  A student who has a child while studying, must be granted leave of absence 
 from the institution during the pregnancy and to care for the child. The student retains 
 his/her status as a student at the institution during the leave, and has the right to 
 resume his/her studies at a level corresponding to that attained prior to the leave. A 
 student who is pregnant, is entitled to have the examination postponed if the 


examination date falls in the period between three weeks before the baby is due and 
 six weeks after the birth. The father is entitled to a postponed examination if the 
 examination date falls in the two weeks after the birth. The institutions may issue 
 further regulations concerning postponed examinations. The provisions of Sections 
 12-1 to12-5 and Section 12-7 of the Working Environment Act will apply in so far as 
 they are appropriate.  


(2)  Universities and university colleges must make provisions to enable students 
 on leave pursuant to the first subsection to resume their studies as rapidly as possible 
 following their leave.  


Amended by Acts of 21 Dec 2005 no. 121 (effective 1 Jan 2006),  12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 
 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340),  20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 
 June 2014 no. 817).


  


Section 4-6. Students’ duty of confidentiality 


A student who in connection with his or her studies acquires knowledge of someone's  
 personal circumstances, has a duty of confidentiality in accordance with the rules that 
 apply to professional practitioners in the vocation concerned. The institution must 
 draw up a declaration of confidentiality, which must be signed by the students to 
 whom this applies.  


  


Section 4-7. Annulment of examinations or tests  


(1) The board itself or the institution’s appeals committee, cf. Section 5-1, may annul 
 an examination or test or accreditation of a course if the student  


a)  by using a forged diploma or by other dishonest means, has gained admission 
 to the examination or test or to attend the course concerned, or  


b)  has intentionally attempted to cheat or intentionally or through gross 


negligence has cheated in connection with the examination or test or prior to the final 
 grading of the examination or test, or while taking the course in question.  


(2) The board itself or the institution’s appeals committee, cf. Section 5-1, may annul 
credit for or recognition of a course, or exemption from an examination or test, if 
the student obtained it by using a forged diploma or by other dishonest means.  



(18)(3) Annulment decisions pursuant to the first and second subsections may be appealed 
 to the Ministry or to a special appeals body appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 
 5-1, seventh subsection.  


(4) The right to annulment has no time limit.  


(5) An annulment decision entails an obligation to return any diploma or transcript of 
 grades to the institution. If such diploma or transcript is not returned to the 


institution at the proper time, the institution may obtain the assistance of an 
 enforcement officer (namsmann) to secure its return, pursuant to the provisions 
 laid down in Chapter 13 of the Enforcement Act.  


(6) If the diploma can form the basis of authorization for the exercise of a profession 
 or trade, the institution must notify the authority concerned of the annulment.  


Amended by Acts of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 
 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817).


Section 4-8. Exclusion and expulsion 


(1)  A student who despite a written warning from the board repeatedly behaves in 
 a manner which seriously disturbs the work of fellow students or other activities at the 
 institution, may, following a decision by the board itself or the institution’s appeals 
 committee, cf. Section 5-1, be expelled from specific parts of the institution for up to 
 one year. If a student after receiving a written warning from the board continues not 
 to respect such expulsion, the board itself or the institution’s appeals committee, cf. 


Section 5-1, may exclude him or her from attending courses and from sitting 
 examinations at institutions under this Act for up to one year.  


(2)  A student who has behaved in such a seriously unacceptable manner that it has  
 endangered the life or health of patients, clients, children in kindergarten, pupils or 
 others with whom the student comes into contact in connection with clinical or 
 practical training, or who in relation to such persons commits serious breaches of the 
 obligation to observe secrecy or behaves with gross indecency, may, if the board itself 
 or the institution’s appeals committee so decides, cf. Section 5-1, be excluded from 
 courses with clinical or practical training and be deprived of the right to sit 


examinations in these courses at institutions under this Act for up to three years. The 
 institution must inform the Norwegian Directorate for Health and Social Welfare of 
 any exclusion pursuant to this provision which concerns students attending courses 
 that may lead to authorization pursuant to Section 48, first subsection, of the Health 
 Personnel Act.  


(3)  A student who has behaved as described in Section 4-7, first or second 


subsection, or who has intentionally contributed to it, may, if the institution’s appeals 
 committee so decides, cf. Section 5-1, be excluded from the institution and deprived 
 of the right to sit examinations at institutions under this Act for up to one year. This 
 opportunity to exclude students does not apply to PhD students employed at the 
 institution where the PhD will be awarded.  


(4)  A decision to expel or exclude a student requires a majority of at least two-
thirds. The student may appeal against such a decision pursuant to the provisions laid 
down in the Public Administration Act. The Ministry or a special appeals body 
appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 5-1 seventh subsection, is the appeals body.  



(19)(5)  The student is entitled to seek the assistance of a lawyer or other spokesperson 
 from the date the question of expulsion or exclusion is raised, or from the date of any 
 written warning pursuant to the first subsection. The expenses for this are covered by 
 the institution, according to rates determined pursuant to Regulations relating to 
 lawyers’ fees from the state etc. of 3 December 1997 no. 1441 (salærforskriften) . 
 Should the board itself, or the institution’s appeals committee, cf. Section 5-1, find 
 that more time has been spent than what is reasonable and necessary, the fee may be 
 reduced. A decision to reduce the fee may be appealed to the Ministry or a special 
 appeals body appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 5-1 seventh subsection.   


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 19 
 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 
 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to 
 Decree of 15 June 2018 no. 892).


Section 4-9. Exclusion owing to criminal offences – police certificate of good conduct  
 (1)  In courses where students may come into contact with minors as part of their 
 clinical or practical training, students may on admission to or during the course be 
 required to submit certificates of good conduct issued by the police, as stipulated in 
 Section 39 first subsection of the Act relating to police records.  


(2)  If special provisions have been laid down concerning certificates of good 
 conduct in respect of certain types of occupation, they will apply correspondingly to 
 students taking part in practical or clinical training.  


(3)  A person who has been convicted or has accepted a fine on grounds which 
 imply that they must be regarded as unfit for work with patients, clients, children in 
 kindergarten, pupils or others, may be excluded from practical or clinical training if 
 such participation must be regarded as unwarrantable because of the contact the 
 student would have with such persons in that connection.  


(4)  A person charged or indicted with a criminal offence as described in Section 
 39 first subsection of the Act relating to police records or in a police certificate of 
 good conduct pursuant to the second subsection, may be excluded from practical or 
 clinical training until a final judgment has been pronounced or the case has been 
 dropped, if this is necessary out of regard for the safety or the treatment environment 
 of patients, clients, children in kindergarten, pupils or others with whom the student 
 will come into contact in that connection.  


(5)  Having obtained the opinion of the institution, the institution’s appeals 
 committee, cf. Section 5-1, decides whether or not to exclude the student from 
 participation in clinical or practical training. Section 42 of the Public Administration 
 Act applies correspondingly.  


(6)  The Ministry or a special appeals body appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 
 5-1, seventh subsection, is the appeals body for decisions made by the committee.  


(7)  The student is entitled to seek the assistance of a lawyer or other spokesperson 
from the date the question of exclusion from clinical training or practical training is 
raised in the institution’s appeals committee. The expenses for this are covered  by the 
institution in accordance with Section 4-8 fifth subsection.  



(20)(8)  The Ministry issues regulations concerning administrative procedures in the 
 case of exclusion due to a criminal offence.  


Amended by Acts of 21 June 2013 no. 82 (effective 1 Jan 2014 pursuant to Decree 27 Sep 2013 no. 1132 as amended 
 by Decree 13 Dec 2013 no. 1149), 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 


817), but (5) from 1 Jan 2015 pursuant to Decree 20 June 2014 no. 817), 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 
 pursuant to Decree of 15 June 2018 no. 892).


Section 4-10. Exclusion following a suitability assessment  


(1)  The King may decide that for certain courses, the institution must assess 
 whether each student is suited for the profession concerned. The suitability 
 assessment must be carried out continuously throughout the course.   


(2)  The diploma certifying completion of the course must only be awarded to 
 students assessed as being suitable for the profession.  


(3)  On the recommendation of a special suitability committee, the board itself or 
 the institution’s appeals committee, cf. Section 5-1, may decide that a student is 
 unsuited for the profession. Students found unsuited for the profession may be 
 excluded from the course.  


(4)  The decision to exclude a student on grounds of unsuitability requires a 
 majority of at least two-thirds. The decision may be appealed by the student pursuant 
 to the provisions laid down in the Public Administration Act. The Ministry or a 
 special appeals body appointed by the Ministry, cf. Section 5-1, seventh subsection, is 
 the appeals body.  


(5)  The student is entitled to representation by a lawyer or other spokesperson 
 from the date the case is brought before the suitability committee. The expenses for 
 this are covered by the institution  pursuant to Section 4-8 fifth subsection.  


(6)  The Ministry issues regulations concerning suitability assessments for 
 individual courses.  


Amended by Act of 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817).


Section 4-11. Review of exclusion decisions by a court of law  


(1) Students may have a decision concerning expulsion or exclusion or an assessment 
 of suitability reviewed by the district court of the jurisdiction in which the 


institution’s head office is located. Such a lawsuit must be brought within three 
 months following the final decision.  


(2) No mediation proceedings will be conducted. The institution meets all the costs of 
 the case before the district court, including the plaintiff’s lawyer’s fees, pursuant 
 to Section 4-8 fifth subsection.  


(3) The court may review every aspect of the decision.  


Amended by Act of 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817). 


Section 4-12. Register for exchange of information concerning excluded students 
(1) The register of excluded students (Register for utestengte studenter - RUST) is a 
government register that ensures efficient exchange of information. The information 
in the register is made available to universities, university colleges, NUCAS 



(21)(Norwegian Universities and Colleges Admission Service) and NOKUT when it is 
 necessary for their work. The purpose of the register is to prevent a candidate or 
 applicant who has forfeited rights due to a decision as mentioned in the second 
 subsection, from being given such rights at another institution. 


(2) Universities and university colleges must enter in this register information about 
 decisions pursuant to Section 3-7 eighth subsection, Section 4-8 first to third 


subsection and Section 4-10 third subsection, that have consequences for admission 
 to courses and the right to take examinations at other institutions. Once the period 
 which the decision covers has expired, the information about the decision must be 
 deleted from the register. 


(3) The Ministry stipulates regulations concerning the register, including what 
 information must be recorded and rules for processing such information. 


  Added by Act of 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817). 


Section 4-13. The degree of philosophiae doctor 


(1) The institution can decide to force the termination of a PhD education in the case 
 of scientific dishonesty pursuant to Section 8 second subsection of the Act on ethics 
 and integrity in research. The Ministry or a special appeals body appointed by the 
 Ministry, cf. Section 5-1 seventh subsection, is the appeals body for decisions 
 concerning forced termination pursuant to this subsection. 


(2) The institution can also decide to force the termination of a PhD education when a 
 candidate fails significantly in meeting his/her obligations under the PhD agreement. 


The institution’s appeals committee is the appeals body for decisions concerning 
 forced termination pursuant to this subsection. 


(3) In the event of cheating at an examination or tests during the PhD education, the 
 institution may consider whether the examination or tests should be annulled pursuant to 
 Section 4-7 first subsection, or whether the matter is so serious that it warrants forced 
 termination pursuant to the first and second subsection. 


(4) If an appeal is lodged over refusal to approve a doctoral thesis, the appeal must be 
 considered by the institution’s appeals committee. 


(5) The board stipulates regulations for the PhD education, including rules regarding 
 forced termination. 


 Added by Act of 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 
 amended by Act of 28 Apr 2017 no. 23 (effective 1 May 2017 pursuant to Decree 28 Apr 2017 no. 505). 


Section 4-14.National diploma and grade portal (Diploma Registry) 


(1) (1) The national diploma and grade portal must ensure truthful information on 
 diplomas and transcripts of records and prevent the use of forged diplomas and 
 transcripts. The State, represented by the Ministry, is the owner of the portal.  


(2)  


(3) (2) A person’s personal identity number, D number and information that can identify 
the educational institutions which have information about this person’s educational 
performance in their databases, are entered in the portal automatically, whether or not 
the person in question has started using the portal. Diplomas and grades must only be 
obtained from the educational institution when the person in question has started using 
the portal. The person in question determines who may be given access to the 



(22)information in the portal, what information they may be given access to, and for what 
 period. 


(4) (3) The administrative body which is responsible for the Diploma Registry, is also the 
 data controller of the personal data in the portal. The Ministry may issue regulations 
 concerning the portal, inter alia on what information must be registered, and how the 
 information must be processed. 


 Added by Act of 17 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree 17 June 2016 no. 683), amended 
 by Act of 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree 15 June 2018 no. 892). 


Section 4-15. Obtaining and processing personal data in course management systems 
 (1) The educational institution may process personal data regarding an applicant,  
 student or PhD candidate when the purpose of the processing is to safeguard the 
 rights of the data subject, or to fulfil the institution’s tasks and duties under the Act 
 relating to universities and university colleges.1


(2) The educational institution may process information about a person’s names, 
 personal identity number, temporary personal identity number, D number and grades 
 from upper secondary education and universities and university colleges obtained 
 from government authorities, public diploma systems, state, county-municipal and 
 private educational institutions when it is necessary to fulfil the purpose mentioned in 
 the first subsection. The information may be obtained electronically. 


(3) The educational institution may also process information about health, social issues and 
 other sensitive information which the student him/herself has given to the institution, or has 
 consented to the institutions receiving, when such information is necessary for purposes as 
 described in the first subsection. These restrictions in the institutions’ permission to 


process information concerning health, social issues or other sensitive information do not 
 apply for necessary processing pursuant to Sections 4-10 and 4-12. 


(4) The educational institution may make a decision by means of fully or partially 
 automated processing in its course management systems. The person such a decision 
 concerns, may request that the educational institution review the decision manually. 


(5) The educational institution may receive and process a student’s police certificate 
 of good conduct electronically in its student administration systems for courses which 
 require the student to submit a police certificate of good conduct, cf. Section 4-9. A 
 police certificate of good conduct that has been issued and signed electronically, can 
 only be provided to the educational institution in digital form. The student is expected 
 to obtain the police certificate of good conduct him/herself, and forward it to the 
 educational institution. 


(6) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning the processing and registration of 
 personal data in student administration systems. 


  Added by Act of 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree 15 June 2018 no. 892). 


1 This Act. 


Section 4-16. Obtaining and processing personal data in NUCAS 


(1) Norwegian Universities and Colleges Admission Service (NUCAS) is a 
coordinated national service which processes applications for admission to higher 
education. NUCAS, the educational institutions and other bodies that participate in 



(23)the coordinated admission, may process personal data about an applicant, when the 
 purpose is to process an application for admission to higher education. 


(2) The provisions in Section 4-15 second, third and fourth subsection apply 
 correspondingly for NUCAS. 


(3) The government body that is responsible for NUCAS is the controller of the 


personal data in the coordinated admission process. The Ministry may issue regulations 
 concerning the processing and registration of personal data for the coordinated 


admission. 


  Added by Act of 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree 15 June 2018 no. 892). 


Section 4-17Student ombudsperson 


(1) The board must ensure that all students have access to a student ombudsperson. 


(2) The student ombudsperson is to advice and help the students in matters concerning 
 their study situation. The student ombudsperson must not be instructed in this 
 work. The student ombudsperson has a duty of secrecy, cf. sections 13 to 13e of 
 the Public Administration Act. 


(3) The Ministry may issue further regulations concerning student ombudspersons. 



Chapter 5. Appeals  


Section 5-1. Appeals committee and special national appeals body  


(1) Universities and university colleges must establish an appeals committee to deal 
 with appeals against individual decisions and, according to the decision of the board, 
 other appeals cases brought by the students.  


(2 The appeals committee must have five members with personal deputies. The Chair 
 and the Chair’s deputy must satisfy the statutory qualification requirements for judges 
 of the Court of Appeal (lagdommere). The Chair and the Chair’s deputy must not be 
 members of the institution’s staff. Two members must be students.  


(3) Representatives for the institution’s owner and members of the institution’s board 
 may not be members of the appeals committee.  


(4) The appeals committee has a quorum when the Chair or Chair’s deputy and two 
 other members are present.  


(5) Decisions by the appeals committee are final.  


(6) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning appeals procedures.  


(7) The Ministry may establish a special national appeals body to deal with appeals 
 against individual decisions in specific areas and decisions pursuant to the 
 Freedom of Information Act.  


Amended by Acts of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 
June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817).



(24)Section 5-2. Appeals regarding procedural errors in connection with examinations  
 (1)  Anyone  who has taken an examination or test may complain of procedural 
 errors within three weeks of the date when he or she became or should have become 
 aware of the circumstance on which the appeal is based. Such a complaint  must be 
 submitted to the institution. The institution may set a time limit for appeals shorter 
 than three weeks if the student did not pass a preliminary test. The time limit must not 
 be less than one week.  


(2)  If an error was committed which may have affected the student’s performance 
 or its assessment, the examination grade must be annulled. If the error can be 


corrected by re-grading the papers submitted, they must be re-graded. Otherwise a 
 new examination or test must be held with new examiners. The grade awarded in a 
 second assessment pursuant to this section may be appealed pursuant to the provisions 
 laid down in Section 5-3.  


(3)  If a request for explanation of or an appeal against a grade has been submitted, 
 the time limit for an appeal pursuant to this section is counted from the date when the 
 student receives the explanation or when the appeal is finally ruled on.  


(4)  If the institution or the appeals body finds that formal errors were committed 
 and that this can reasonably be supposed to have affected the performance of one or 
 more candidates or the assessment of their performance, the decision may be taken to 
 carry out a new assessment or to hold a new examination or test.  


(5)  The board itself or the institution’s appeals committee, cf. Section 5-1, is the 
 appeals body for the institution’s decisions pursuant to this provision. 


Amended by Acts of 19 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 
 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 17 June 2016 no. 69 
 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree 17 June 2016 no. 683).


 Section 5-3. Appeals regarding a student's grade - right to explanation  


(1)  A student is entitled to an explanation of the grade awarded for his or her 
 performance. At oral examinations or assessments of practical skills, a request for 
 such an explanation must be made immediately on notification of the grade. Requests 
 for explanations of other assessments must, if the student has been informed of the 
 grade electronically and can request an explanation in the same way, be submitted 
 within one week after the announcement of the grade. In announcements of other 
 kinds, the explanation must be requested within one week after the candidate learns of 
 the grade, but never more than three weeks after the announcement of the grade.  


(2)  Explanations must normally be given within two weeks after the candidate’s 
 request. The explanation must state the general principles on which the assessment 
 was based and explain the assessment of the candidate’s performance. The institution 
 decides whether the examiner must give the explanation orally or in writing.  


(3)  The written guidelines for examiners must be available to students after the 
grades have been decided.  



(25)(4)  A student may appeal in writing against a grade awarded for his or her 
 performance within three weeks of the announcement of the examination results. 


His/her performance must then be reassessed. For a group examination, each person 
 may appeal the assessment. Any change in the grade following an appeal will only 
 concern the appellant. In a re-grading, the examiners will not be told the original 
 grade, the examiner’s explanation for it or the student’s reason for appealing. In the 
 event of a request for an explanation of a grade or an appeal of procedural errors in 
 the question-setting, the examination procedure or the assessment procedure, the time 
 limit for appeals pursuant to this section is counted from the date when the student 
 receives the explanation or when the appeal is finally ruled on. For continuous 
 assessments, the institution may decide whether the student must submit the appeal 
 following the assessment of a separate test, assignment or other assessment, or 
 whether the appeal must be submitted on announcement of the result for the subject, 
 course, or course group.  


(5)  Appeals may not be lodged against grades awarded for oral performance and 
 assessment of practical training or the like which, owing to the nature of the test 
 cannot be reviewed. The results of preliminary examinations (forprøver) may only be 
 appealed against when the examination is failed. The institution may, if the 


announcement date for the grades is made known at the latest when the preliminary 
 examination is held, set a shorter time limit than three weeks for appeals if the student 
 fails the preliminary examination. The time limit for appeals cannot be less than one 
 week.   


(6)  If the result of the re-grading varies from the original grading by two or more 
 grades, the educational institution must conduct a further assessment before the final 
 grade is determined.  


(7)  Grades awarded following re-grading pursuant to this section cannot be 
 appealed.  


Amended by Acts of 12 Dec 2008 no. 105 (effective 1 Jan 2009 pursuant to Decree of 12 Dec 2008 no. 1340), 19 
 June 2009 no. 96 (effective 1 Aug 2009 pursuant to Decree 19 June 2009 no. 676), 20 June 2014 no. 55 (effective 
 1 Aug 2014 pursuant to Decree of 20 June 2014 no. 817), 17 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to 
 Decree of 17 June 2016 no. 683), 15 June 2018 no. 43 (effective 1 July 2018 pursuant to Decree 15 June 2018 no. 


892).


Section 5-4. Body for international cooperation on education 


(1) The Ministry has established an administrative body that is to work to coordinate 
 and promote international cooperation on education throughout the course of 
 education. For administration purposes, this body is subordinate to the Ministry. 


(2) Individual decisions made by the administrative body concerning allocation of 
 funds may be appealed to the body that delegated the authority to make decisions. 


The appeals body cannot review the discretionary assessments made by the 
 administrative body.  


(3) The Ministry may issue regulations concerning the administrative body’s case 
 handling, mandate, organization and other administrative matters.  


Added by Act of 17 June 2016 no. 69 (effective 1 July 2016 pursuant to Decree of 17 June 2016 no. 683), 
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