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                    1.8.1 Maxims and judgements


As I have discussed so far, grammar is not the end all, be all for judging
 sentences. This means we cannot just look at the competence of the speaker,
 but also delve into pragmatics to understand the judgements of speakers from
 what kind of information they are fed in the moment and how they react to it.


This way of viewing performativity can to some extent be more reliable than
 how the term has been previously used. The errors in judgements come from
 the way information is being processed by the recipients.


We are usually very good at understanding the context of a sentence and
 connect two statements together in order to make an overall meaning coherent.


This is what Grice (1975) calls the cooperative principle, where several maxims
 have been made to opt for any potential violations. For instance, with phrases
 like the following (ibid, 51):


(19) a) I am out of petrol


b) There is a garage around the corner


Sentence 19b) could be a matter of fact statement, but it is read in relation
 to the first sentence, namely that person b) wants to help person a). It would
 otherwise infringe on the maxim be relevant. The thing is, we are constantly
 looking for ways for the maxims to not be infringed, as in the conversation in
 19 where the most logical interpretation of b) would be that the garage around
 the corner is open and that person a) can get petrol.


Similarly, we are quick to judge if a certain word is meant as a metaphor or
 not or whether a statement is ironic (ibid, 53) :


(20) You are the cream of my coffee


cannot be a truism as long as the person is speaking to another person.


This cooperation is very useful to guide us through conversations, but it has
 it’s shortcomings too when it comes to some judgements in probability. The
 cooperative principle relies on an intuitive reading of a statement, which falters
 in settings where extensional readings are required. Within daily conversations
 and for language in general, intuitional reasoning plays the most pivotal role.


It is the stimuli given which seems to be the most important.


Tversky and Kahneman (1983) made a very famous example of how we do
 not analyse daily events into exhaustive lists of possibilities, but rather use a
 limited amount of heuristics such as representativeness and availability (ibid,
 3).


(21) ”Linda is 31 years old, single, outspoken and very bright. She majored
 in philosophy. As a student, she was deeply concerned with issues of
 discrimination and social justice, and also participated in anti-nuclear
 demonstrations.” (ibid, 11)


We then have a couple of statements about Linda where we are supposed to
 judge how likely Linda is any of these.


(22) a) Linda is active in the feminist movement. (F)
 b) Linda is a bank teller. (T)


c) Linda is a bank teller and is active in the feminist movement. (T&F)
The example is constructed to make it seem very likely that Linda is part of
the feminist movement (F) and rather unlikely that she is a bank teller (T),
but the most interesting results comes from introducing the 3rd category where
the least and most likely scenario are combined.


A group of 88 UBC undergraduate students were asked to rank these 
 state-ments and this is the following order of most to least frequent they received.


(ibid, 12)


(23) F >T&F >T


The most interesting aspect of this study is that T&F was more frequent than
 T, which is not the case, no matter how unlikely it is that Linda is a bank
 teller.


The key here is the probability of the extension law. If a rule includes an
 extension (i.e T + F) it will be more unlikely due to the more requirements
 needed for the statement to be true. Such a proposition can be expressed the
 following way:


(24) P(T&F) ≥P(F)


No matter how unlikely T is, it is still more unlikely than if F is included in
 the set (unless there’s a 100% probability for F).


This type of logic is part of external reasoning and not intuitive,which is why
 a normal listener in a conversation will not consider it when they first stumble
 over such statements. People seem to be fooled by the fact that feminist is
 included in the T&F, despite the fact that the probability of Linda being a
 feminist has to be aligned with the probability of her being a bank teller (i.e.


if there’s 90% chance she’s a feminist and 10% she’s a bank teller it is only 9%


chance she is both)


I will argue that such results would not occur if we replaced the very stimulant
 words likefeminist andbank teller with alphanumeric slots like the ones I have
 already referred to (T, F, T&F). In such a scenario we will not have the same
 pragmatic interference we currently have.


I believe similar effects could affect comparative illusions to an extent. We
imagine scenarios from the presentability of given utterance, which is usually
very coherent and helpful due to the cooperative principle, but in cases like
Linda it seems to backfire and in a similar way it seems to backfire in regards
to comparative illusions. Some more detailed account as to why it seems to
backfire has been outlined in the theories discussed in section 1.3.1 and 1.3.2.


1.8.2 Pragmatic parameters intentionally excluded from the experiment
 Interpretations of comparative illusions are not created equal for every 
 con-dition. It is believed that different conditions will make different readings
 favourable. This claim should also later be properly tested. In the meantime I
 will make a couple of assumptions regarding which readings become attractive
 under certain conditions. These conditions will be avoided in this experiment,
 since the goal is to reach a general reading of the sentence with neutral 
 condi-tions.


The first parameter which is likely to bend the interpretation of the sentence a
 certain direction is converse pairs. Converse pairs is a relation certain lexical
 items may have, for instance: (Kroeger, 2018, 112)


(25) a) Michael is my advisor
 b) I am Michael’s advisee


Advisor and advisee express a certain relations between each other. We can
 say in a similar way that:


(26) a) I have an advisor named Michael
 b) Michael has an advisee who is me


The possessive aspect of converse pairs are especially important when it comes
 to the interpretation of comparative illusions. Especially since have is 
 am-biguous. With converse pairs added it seems the interpretation of have likely
 will be favoured as meaning possessive and therefore making CD the most
 attractive interpretation of CI, like the following sentence.


(27) More sailors went to the deck than the captain has


This is in no capacity proven by any experimental means, but the likelihood
 is high, which is why I have excluded it from the current experiment, since I
 do not want any bias in the data towards any interpretation in particular.


The clue with converse pairs and the CD interpretation has to do with the
interpretation of have. In any relation we can call converse pairs we can refer
to the one as having the other. The employer has employees, the clerk has
customers and so forth. Therefore it is likely a CD reading would be more
frequent in such an environment than a neutral sentence, since the CD reading
relies on reading have as a possessive where the one may possess the other in
some capacity.
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